Jesusisthe Christ
John Hepp, Jr.

See at end for material to hand out: (a) Part | verses
printed out to read in pre-service, (b) rest of general
outline, (c) explanations of Christ and Son of God.

Aims. (@) Realize that the message “Jesusis the Christ (Mes-
siah)” isthe essence of the gospel, (b) Understand the meaning
of Christ/Messiah, (¢) Submit to Jesus as Lord and Messiah.

I ntroduction

Hundreds of times | have heard the gospel preached with the
following points: “Jesusisdivine. Before He became a man—
even before the world existed—He lived with God His Father.
But He came down from heaven and was born as a man by the
virgin Mary. His purpose wasto be the Lamb of God and die for
our sins.” All thosefactsare true. But it isreally strange that they
did not preach the gospel that way in the Book of Acts. They did
not talk about Jesus’ divinity, His pre-existence, His virgin birth,
or the purpose of His death. Instead, they told about His works
and said that He died but not why He died. They emphasized His
resurrection instead—and His particular title the Christ.

Can we be sure what they preached? Of course we can. For one
thing, the Book of Actsisthe divine history of how the church
began. It starts by telling how our resurrected Lord taught His
apostles, then ascended to His Father’ sright hand in heaven. It
tells how He granted His Holy Spirit to guide and empower His
followers. It tells us how the apostles and others preached the
good news, the gospel—and how the church grew by hearing and
believing that gospel. It also tellsjust what they preached. The
book records many summaries of their gospel sermons—
summaries both short and long. So today | want to explain to you
the gospel summary Acts gives most often: that Jesusisthe
Christ. Jesusisthe Christ. Christisnot His name but Histitle. |

want to explain to you what that title means and get you to
respond.

I will generally limit my comments to passages we have |looked at
before. In Part | we will begin by looking again at the six sample
passages you read earlier, passages that give that summary. | will
ask you a question about each passage.

I. TheMost Common Summary of the Gospel

1. Look at the verse from John 1. John the Baptist had
already given thefirst witness. All four Gospels agree
that John testified what happened when Jesus was
baptized. On that occasion Jesus was also anointed with
God's Spirit and acknowledged as God’'s Son. Now in
John 1:41 we see the reason the earliest disciples
followed Jesus. Andrew gives hisfirst witnessto his
brother Simon later called Peter. We read Jesus' title as
Andrew spoke it in Aramaic, then itstrandation in
Greek. Our version does not trans ate the form from
either language, but only saysthem in English. What is
that titlein Aramaic and in Greek?

John 1:41 Thefirst thing Andrew did wasto find his
brother Simon and tell him, " We have found the
Messiah" (that is, the Christ).

Answer: In Aramaic thetitle Andrew used is “the
Messiah”; in Greek it is“the Christ” (the Cristos). Both
of these mean “anointed.” Jesusisthe Anointed One.

2. Nextlook at Luke s version of the Great Confession,
which isrecorded by all four Gospels. The apostles
made this confession after Jesus had done most of His
mighty works. Who did they confess Jesus to be?

Luke 9:20 “But what about you?” heasked. “Who do you
say | am?’ Peter answered, “ The Christ of God.”
Answer: The apostles confesssed that Jesusis“The
Christ of God.” Inthis sermon | will explain what that
means.



Next, look at our first example in the Book of Acts, the
conclusion to Peter’ s sermon on the Day of Pentecost.
That was the church’s birthday. Many of Peter’'s
audience had a direct part in crucifying Jesus. He
reminded them of Jesus' works and death, then testified
of Jesus' resurrection. The Scriptures had foretold that
resurrection and the ascension to heaven. Hetold them
they could be forgiven by repenting and being baptized
in Jesus name. 3000 did so. In his conclusion, what did
he want them to believe about Jesus?

Acts2:36 “Thereforelet all Israel be assured of this: God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ.”

Answer: Peter wanted them to believe that God has
made the Jesus they crucified, to be Lord and Christ.
Next we will look at a summary of what the apostles
kept preaching to bring more people into the church.
What was their good news?

Acts5:42 Day after day, in thetemple courtsand from
house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good newsthat Jesusisthe Christ.
Answer: The good news the apostles preached was that
Jesus isthe Christ.

Next we will look at an example of what the apostle Paul
preached after he got converted. It was the same good
news he had earlier opposed. We will read the two-part
summary of hismessagein Thessalonica What are its
two parts?

Acts 17:2-3 Ashis custom was, Paul went into the
synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that
the Christ had to suffer and risefrom thedead. “ This
Jesus| am proclaiming to you isthe Christ,” he said.

Answer: In Thessalonica Paul preached (@) that the
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, and (b) that
Jesusisthe Christ.

6. From the other New Testament books, we will look at
only one more sample summary of the gospel. The
apostle John wrote this years later than the time of Acts.
According to this verse, who is born of God?
1John 5:1 Everyonewho believesthat Jesusisthe Christ
isborn of God, and everyone who lovesthe father loves
his child aswell.

Answer: Everyoneis born of God who believes that
Jesus isthe Christ.

We have just looked at six sample summaries of the gospel
from four books. They al use the same summary: Jesusis
the Christ. Nobody has ever come up with a better summary
of the gospel than thisone. Now | would like to explain the
title Christ from the Scriptures. If you will truly listen to this
gospel and believe it, you will be saved.

Old Testament Background of the Title Christ

First, we will look at the roots of thistitlein God’s creation
plan and His covenants, then consider two of the specific
prophecies about the Christ. Although thetitle Christ is not
used in the first part, the reason for it becomes evident. That
titleis

A. Rooted in God's Creation Plan, Psalm 8:3-6. Christis
the title for the man who can lead usto aglorious rule
over creation.

3 When | consider your heavens,
thework of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,

which you have set in place,



4 what isman that you are mindful of him,

the son of man that you carefor him?

5 You made him alittle lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.

6 You made him ruler over theworks of your hands,

you put everything under hisfeet: ...

So when God made us, He designed usto rule over all
His marvelous creation. Aren’t you glad He created a
material universe with the warmth of the sun and the
light of the sun, moon, and stars! The dazzling beauty of
snow! Thegreen of spring! The marvel of the animals,
from miniscule to mammoth!  Our own bodies with their
senses to appreciate such a creation! Aren’t you glad He
made us human beings morally and intellectually like
Himself! Here we are, with the capacity to be His repre-
sentatives, to rule for Him and with Him. But we are not
ruling yet.

Hebrews 2 quotes from this very psalm and says that it
has not been fulfilled yet but will be fulfilled in the
world to come. It saysthat Jesus will bring many sonsto
glory. Aren’'t you glad that, in spite of our sin and weak-
ness, God will not give up on us nor on His materia
creation! Through the death and resurrection life of
Jesus the Christ, He will fulfill Hisoriginal plan. He
will restore all things and make us capable of ruling over
them. Will you be one of the rulersin the new world?
Be sure you believe in and follow His Christ. Then you
will sharein that coming glory.

IF TEACHING, WITH PLENTY OF TIME, add this from Genesis 1.

26 Then God said, “ L et us make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule over thefish of the sea and the
birdsof theair, over thelivestock, over all the earth, and
over all the creaturesthat move along the ground.”

27 So God created man in his own image,

in theimage of God he created him;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdueit. Rule over
thefish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”

So far you have seen that Jesus' title Christ isrooted in
God' s creation plan. Itisaso

B.

Rooted in God' s Covenants
His covenants are His solemn promises and agreements
that show how He is proceeding to fulfill His purposes.
They determine the course of all history. We will take
the time now to mention only two of them. Both of
these are alluded to in the first verse of the New Testa-
ment, which says that the Christ is the Son of David and
the Son of Abraham. Heisthe only one who can fulfill
the covenants with those two men. Consider
1. The Covenant with Abraham
God's original promises to Abraham are listed in
Genesis 12:1-3. For now | am going to read only the
last of those promises. The same promises were
later implied in Genesis 15, when God formally rati-

fied that covenant. Listen to chapter 12, verse 3b.
[[1 TheLorD had said to Abram, “ L eave your country,
your people and your father's household and go to the
land | will show you.
2“1 will makeyou into a great nation
and | will blessyou;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
31 will blessthose who blessyou,
and whoever cursesyou | will curse; 1]

and all peopleson earth

will be blessed through you.”



These promises show us that in spite of mankind’s
apostasy from the living God, He will bless us
through Abraham. It istherefore essential that the
One who brings the blessing must be a descendant of
Abraham. That iswhy the New Testament begins by
saying that as Christ, Jesus is the Son of Abraham.
Now consider

. The Covenant with David

I will read some of God's promisesto King David in
2 Samuel 7:11b-16. God would not let David build a
house for Him, that is, atemple. But God would
build a house for David—an eternal royal house, an
eternal kingdom, and an eternal throne. Notice also
that God chose David’ sroya descendants, those who
sat on David' sthrone, to be Hisown sons. Even if
one of them did wrong and had to be punished, as
Solomon did, he was still the son of God.

The LORD declaresto you that the LoRD himself will
establish a house for you: 12 When your days are over
and you rest with your fathers, | will raise up your
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your
own body, and | will establish hiskingdom. 13 Heis
the one who will build a house for my Name, and | will
establish the throne of hiskingdom forever. 14 | will
be hisfather, and he will be my son. When he does
wrong, | will punish him with the rod of men, with
floggingsinflicted by men. 15 But my love will never
be taken away from him, as| took it away from Saul,
whom | removed from before you. 16 Your house and
your kingdom will endureforever before me; your
throne will be established forever.

So in this covenant God promised to establish for-
ever the house, the kingdom, and the throne of
David. The former occupants of that throne dis-

graced it, and God even suspended the throne and
the kingdom. But in faithfulness to His promisesto
Abraham and to David, He will restore that throne to
a descendant of David, a descendant God promised
to make Hisson. Again, that explains why the New
Testament begins by saying, “A record of the genea-
logy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of
Abraham.”

Don't forget that God promised in this His covenant with David
to make the king Hisown Son. That isjust what Hebrews 1:5
says that God would do for Jesus. Quoting from this Davidic
covenant, God says about Jesus, “1 will be his Father, and he will
bemy Son.” In this sense, Histitle as Son does not refer to what
He was before He came to earth but after He became aman. As
verse 4 says, “he became as much superior to the angels as the
name he has inherited is superior to theirs.” That name He has
inherited is“God’s Son,” as promised in the Davidic covenant.
Hebrews 1:5 aso quotes Psalm 2 with the same meaning. We
will consider that psalm as one of two
C. Selected Specific Promises about the Anointed King
1. Psalm 2. For the coming worldwide king, this psalm
uses both titles: Son and Christ. Christisinthefirst
stanza:
1 Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plot in vain?
2 Thekings of the earth take their stand
and therulers gather together
against the LORD
and against his Anointed One.
3“Let usbreak their chains,” they say,
“and throw off their fetters.”
Did you see thetitle Christ? That isatrick question.
It is not there in English but in the Greek version. It



isthetitle “Anointed One” in verse 2. In Hebrew
“Anointed One” is Mashiac. But translated to Greek,
the samettitle is Cristos, which we say as Christ.
Thisisthe title Andrew used when he called Jesus
the Messiah. And it isthe sametitle in the Great
Confession all the disciples made, which we read
from Luke 9:20. So when they said that Jesusisthe
Christ of God, the Cristos of God, they meant His
Anointed One. Now let us continue reading in Psalm
2. The Lord responds to the nations who do not want
Him or His Christ, His Anointed One.

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs;

the Lord scoffsat them.

5 Then herebukesthem in hisanger

and terrifiesthem in hiswrath, saying,

6“1 haveinstalled my King

on Zion, my holy hill.”

In thethird stanza the Anointed One, the King speaks. He
makes known the decree that the LORD has adopted Him as
Son. Notice what He will inherit as God's Son.

71 will proclaim the decree of the LORD :

Hesaid tome, “ You are my Son;

today | have become your Father.

8 Ask of me,

and | will makethe nationsyour inheritance,

the ends of the earth your possession.

9 You will rulethem with an iron scepter;

you will dash them to pieceslike pottery.”

So here the King says that the Lorp has made Him
His son: “You aremy Son; today | have become your
Father.” And we see why Heis called the Son:
because He will inherit all the world from God. “Ask
of me, and | will make the nationsyour inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.

9You will rulethem....”

So this Psalm 2 calls the Lorp’ s chosen ruler by
both titles: God’s Son, and God’ s Anointed One.
He isthe Son because Heisthe heir. But why isHe
the Anointed Oneg, that is, God’'s Christ? Because
His being anointed is what capacitates Him to rule.
God chooses Him as Son to give Him the right to
rule, then anoints Him with His Spirit to make Him
ableto rule. Neither terminitself requiresthat He
bedivine. In fact, even wicked King Saul was called
“the LORD’ s anointed” in 1 Samuel 24:6, 10 and
26:11. Next we will look at a passage that pictures
Jesus anointing and His kingdom.

Isaiah 11:1-6. These verses describe how Heis
anointed in order to rule, then sketch Hisrule. They
start by saying that He is descended from Jesse,
David's father.

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

from hisrootsa Branch will bear fruit.

2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—

the Spirit of wisdom and of under standing,

the Spirit of counseal and of power,

the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-

This shows that Jesusis anointed not with oil but with the
Spirit of God.

3 and hewill délight in the fear of the LORD.

He will not judge by what he seeswith his eyes,

or decide by what he hearswith hisears;

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisionsfor the poor of the
earth.

Hewill strikethe earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of hislips hewill slay the wicked.

5 Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around hiswaist.



6 The wolf will live with the lamb,

the leopard will lie down with the goat,

the calf and thelion and the yearling together;

and a little child will lead them.

When we confess that Jesus is the Christ, we mean
that He has this fullness of God'’s Spirit in order to
rule as described in Isaiah 11 and other prophecies.
Thetitleimplies that He will fulfill God’s original
plan by creating anew world. It also impliesthat He
can impart that Spirit to us, so that we can rule with
Him. Areyou included?

IF TEACHING WITH PLENTY OF TIME, ADD POINT 3,
GIVING A CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE
ANOINTED ONE’'S COMING.

3. Daniel 9:24-26a Thetitle Mashiac (* Anointed One”
in verses 25 and 26)
24 " Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and
your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to
sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to
anoint the most holy.
25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of
the decreeto restoreand rebuild Jerusalem until the
Anointed One, theruler, comes, therewill be seven
'sevens,’ and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with
streetsand atrench, but in times of trouble. 26 After
the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off
and will have nothing.

In Part 11 we have looked at the roots of the title God's Christ. It
isessential to God' s plan for creation and His covenants with
Abraham and David. We have seen that each divinely selected
king is called God' s son because he inherits from God. In Isaiah
11 we have seen the meaning of Cristos, that is, Christ, described
as anointed with God' s Spirit. So Christ is not His name but His

royal title. However, the word in English haslost that royal
meaning. So it isgood to useinstead the Aramaic form of the
sametitle, Messiah, asyou saw in John 1. In Part 11 | will make
that change. | will substitute Messiah for Christ even in the trans-
lations of Scriptures. Practice by looking again at the some of the
Six passages we began with. Read Acts 5:42 and 17:3, using
Messiah.

[11. New Testament Emphasisthat Jesusisthe Messiah

Jesus' Messiahship was aways the issue in the Gospels and

in the beginnings of the church in Acts. First,

A. Inthe Gospels

1. Thelssueinthe Gospels as books. The Gospel of

Mark isjust like Peter’ s sermon to the Gentiles in the
house of Cornelius, Acts 10. It tellsthe same facts
and has the same outline. Notice the theme of Mark.
Mark 1:1 Thebeginning of the gospel about Jesus
Messiah, the Son of God.

2. Thelssuein His birth account in Matthew 1
1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus M essiah the son
of David, the son of Abraham:
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of
Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called M essiah.
17 Thusthere werefourteen generationsin all from
Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exileto
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the M essiah.

3. Thelssuein Hisworks, Matthew 8-10
Hebrews 2:3-4 refers to Jesus' and the apostolic
message about the “great salvation,” which is still
future, asseenin 1:14. God'switnessto their mes-
sage included “various miracles [Gr. dunamesin],”
which Hebrews 6:5 calls “the powers [dunameis, the



same word] of the coming age.” Thus, it is evident
why Matthew 8-10 relates Jesus doing such miracles,
then enabling His disciplesto do them. They show
that Jesus can bring the kind of kingdom the prophets
had pictured.

John the Baptist had given testimony that Jesus was
God's Anointed One, God' s Christ or Messiah, who
would baptize othersin the Spirit. He had seen God
anoint Jesus and acknowledge Him as Son when He
was baptized. But later, when John was put in prison
and Jesus did nothing about it, John began to won-
der. Was Jesus redlly “the one who was to come”?
Note Jesus’ reassuring answer through the messen-
gers. They should go back to John and tell him of
Jesus' miracles (to use the label in Hebrews) “of the
coming age.”

Matthew 11:3-5 3 [John sent] to ask him, “ Areyou
the one who was to come, or should we expect someone
else?” 4 Jesusreplied, " Go back and report to John
what you hear and see: 5 Theblind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf
hear, the dead areraised, and the good newsis
preached to the poor.

So what did Jesus' miraculous works prove? That
Heisthe Anointed One, the Messiah, as John had
testified.

. Thelssuein the Great Confession—as recorded in

Luke, which we read before, and a so the account in
Matthew.

Luke 9:20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say | am?” Peter answered, “ The Messiah of
God.” (that is, the Oneanointed by God to be King).

Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “ You arethe
Messiah, the Son of theliving God.”

Asyou saw earlier, Messiah and Son of God are
titles Peter used right out of the Old Testament, such
asPsalm 2. Thesetitlesreferred to Jesus' role as
Heir and Ruler, not His divinity.

. Thelssue at Histrial and death, Matthew 26-27

26:62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus,
“Areyou not going to answer? What isthistestimony
that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But
Jesusremained silent. The high priest said to him, “1
charge you under oath by theliving God: Tell usif
you arethe Messiah, the Son of God.” 64“Yes, it isas
you say,” Jesusreplied. “But | say to all of you: In the
future you will seethe Son of Man sitting at theright
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

27:11 Meanwhile Jesus stood befor e the governor, and
the governor asked him, “Areyou theking of the
Jews?” “Yes, itisasyou say,” Jesusreplied.

28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29 and then twisted together a crown of thornsand set
it on hishead. They put a staff in hisright hand and
knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of
the Jews!” they said.

37 Above hishead they placed the written charge
against him: THISISJESUS, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.

41 In the same way the chief priests, theteachers of
the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He saved
others,” they said, “but he can't save himself! He'sthe
King of Israedl! Let him come down now from the
cross, and we will believein him. 43 Hetrustsin God.
Let God rescue him now if hewants him, for he said,
‘I am the Son of God.””



So even in the Gospel story of Jesus’ trial and death,
the issue did not change. It was till Hisroyal
sonship, His being Messiah or King. Theissue
continued to be the same when the church started and
Spread. Reread

B. InActs(two of the verses we read before.)

Acts2:36 “Thereforelet all | srael be assured of this; God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Messiah.”

Acts5:42 Day after day, in thetemple courtsand from
house to house, they never stopped teaching and pro-
claiming the good newsthat Jesusisthe Messiah.

Conclusions

1.

How did they preach the Gospel in the early church?

If the record in Actsis accurate, they preached that Jesusis
the Christ, the Messiah. In our culture it seemsrare that
anyone preaches that. We love the supplementary concepts
added by the apostle John or in later teaching—that Jesus
existed before He became a man, came down from heaven,
was born of avirgin, became the Lamb of God and died for
our sins. But according to the divine record, the early Gospel
lacked those supplements! Instead, the message was that
Jesus isthe Christ, the Messiah who died but rose from the
dead. Wejustreaditin

Acts 2:36 “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Messiah.”

Thisisthe gospel they preached. Wasit preached to you?
Well, it has been now.

Why did they preach it that way?

| will suggest three reasons. All of them were to orient us

properly, starting off new believers with the proper emphasis.

a. Toemphasize His authority—because as King Heis
Lord.

Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, " Jesus
isLord,” and believein your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.

b. Toemphasize God's plan to bring His kingdom—not
just our personal desireto be forgiven. We do not just
look inward but forward. Aswe pray, “ Thy kingdom
come,” we realize that everything elseisrelated to that
coming kingdom.

c. Toemphasize God'sWord. That Word islike God’'s
seed that gives us life and like God'’ s light that guides us.
To say it another way, the gospel train is not just staying
at the station. It is on the way to the kingdom. Hearing
the gospel doesn’'t start with observing everything about
the engine but learning who He is and where He will
take us. The Messiah is Jesus—and He will take usto
heaven on earth, the kingdom God has always been
planning for.

What will you do about it? At least, submit to Jesus as
Lord and Messiah. What isthefirst step in that response?
The same as the one they made on the Day of Pentecost.
Acts 2:38-39 38 Peter replied, " Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus M essiah for the for giveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 The promiseisfor you and your children and for all who
arefar off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."



HANDOUT Jesusisthe Christ

. TheMost Common Summary of the Gospel

John 1:41 Thefirst thing Andrew did was to find his brother
Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ).

Luke 9:20 “But what about you?’ he asked. “Who do you say |
am?’ Peter answered, “ The Christ of God.”

Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Acts5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to
house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good
news that Jesusis the Christ.

Acts 17:2-3 Ashis custom was, Paul went into the synagogue,
and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scrip-
tures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and
rise from the dead. “This Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the
Christ,” he said.

1 John 5:1 Everyone who believesthat Jesusisthe Christisborn

of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.

[I. OT Background of the Term Christ
A. Rooted in God's Creation Plan, Psalm 8

B. Rooted in God's Covenants
1. The Covenant with Abraham
2. The Covenant with David

C. Seected Specific Promises about the Anointed King
1. Psalm?2
2. lsaiah11:1-6

[11. NT Emphasisthat Jesusisthe M essiah
A. Inthe Gospels
The Issue in the Gospels, Mark 1:1
His genealogy, Matthew 1
Hisworks, Matthew (8-10) 11
The Great Confession, Luke 9:20; Matthew 16:16
. Thelssue at Histrial and death, Matthew 26-27
n Acts Reread 2:36 and 5:42.
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B.

Conclusions

1. How did they preach the Gospel?

2. Why did they preach it that way?

3.  Submit to Jesus as Lord and Messiah.

Christ—Christ isthe English pronunciation of the Greek title Cristos,
used in both the OT and NT. Readersin the Greek version of the OT
find Cristostherejust asinthe NT. It isnever apersonal name, as
many think, but a verbal adjective or aroyal title. It means “anointed,”
just like Hebrew Mashiac and Aramaic Messiah, for which it stood (see
John 1:41). Asaverba adjective Mashiac/Cristos described the High
Priest as anointed with the holy oil (ha-cohen ha-mashiac, Lev. 4:3, 5,
16). But as atitle they referred to God’ s chosen king, anointed not only
with oil but with the Holy Spirit. Thiswas true of any legitimate king
of God’'s people Israel. For example, David called Saul God's Mashiac
(His Christ or Messiah) in 1 Samuel 24:6, 10. That title was especially
appropriate for the promised future Ruler (asin Psalm 2:2, 6), whose
full anointing is described in Isaiah 11:2. The royal meaning is unmis-
takable in Matthew 2. The wise men were looking for the One “born
King of the Jews’ (Matt. 2:2), who two verses later was called “the
Christ” (ho Cristos, Matt. 2:4). Remember that Christ is not atransla-
tion itself but simply the Greek title pronounced in English. Since
Christ has lost its roya meaning, it is often better to use Messiah.

Son of God—Has multiple uses, normally not (or rarely) implying
divinity. Often atitle for the king (synonym for Mashiac or Cristos).
God even used it for wicked kings (2 Sam. 7). It emphasized Messiah's
being God s heir: “You are my Son; today | have become your Father.
Ask of me, and | will make the nations your inheritance...” (Ps. 2:8).



