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NOTE: Evangelical commentators vary greatly in their interpre-
tation of Hebrews. In this course we teach that (1) the warning
passages in Hebrews are addressed to professing believers, some of
whom are not genuine believers and are in danger of apostasy, (2)
the goal for believers, which is sometimes called “salvation,” is
participation with Messiah in His eternal kingdom when He
returns.



GOALS

The general aim for this course is to help advanced students become acquainted with the Epistle
to the Hebrews and its main teachings. The course is designed for Bible students who have
finished Bible Survey (or its equivalent) and at least one Bible book study. The student is guided
in studying each passage in Hebrews directly before reading the commentary on it. When you
finish this course, you should

¢ understand the main themes in Hebrews

¢ know ageneral outline of Hebrews that will help you understand the book

¢ know the practical value of many of the teachings in Hebrews

ABBREVIATIONS

A.D. (Anno Domini) of the Christian era
B.C. Before Christ

ch.(chs.) chapter(s)

KV King James Version

etc. and so forth

Mt. Mount, Mountain

NASB New American Standard Bible
NIV New International Version

p.(Pp.) page(s)

V.(w.) verse(s)

- (designates a question serving as basis
for examination)

ABBREVIATIONSFOR BIBLE BOOKS

1Chron. 1 Chronicles Heb. Hebrews Phil. Philippians

2 Chron. 2 Chronicles Hos. Hosea Philem. Philemon

Col. Colossians Isa Isaiah Prov. Proverbs

1 Cor. 1 Corinthians Jer. Jeremiah Ps. Psalms

2 Cor. 2 Corinthians Josh. Joshua Rev. Revelation

Dan. Daniel Judg. Judges Rom. Romans

Deut. Deuteronomy Lam. Lamentations 1 Sam. 1 Samuel

Eccl. Ecclesiastes Lev. Leviticus 2 Sam. 2 Samuel

Eph. Ephesians Mal. Malachi 1Thess. 1 Thessalonians
Exod. Exodus M att. Matthew 2Thess. 2 Thessalonians
Ezek. Ezekiel Mic. Micah 1Tim. 1 Timothy

Gal. Galatians Nah. Nahum 2Tim. 2 Timothy

Gen. Genesis Neh. Nehemiah Zech. Zechariah

Hab. Habakkuk Num. Numbers Zeph. Zephaniah

Hag. Haggai Obad.  Obadiah



IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

Welcome to the WW LIT course on the Epistle to the Hebrews. Hebrews will impress you with
the superiority of Jesus Christ and of the covenant He ministers. Thisis not an easy course because
(1) Hebrews has some profound aspects, (2) in every lesson you will practice the important habit of
doing direct Bible study before you read the commentary.

Use of Materials

Follow this study guide step by step throughout your study. It is designed to be used with the
King James Version of the Bible but can be used with other versions. The commentary printed in the
study guide is an adaptation—with additions—of class notes written by Dr. Stanley D. Toussaint,
Chairman and Professor of Bible Exposition at Dallas Theological Seminary. Unless otherwise
stated, his Bible quotations are from the New American Standard Bible.

Units

The courseis divided into four units, each with its own examination. Look now at the list of
contents to see what isincluded in each unit.

Features

Among the helps you will find in most lessons:
= Just below thetitle, lesson objectives given in question form

* Reading and study assignmentsin the Bible

» Reading and study assignmentsin the commentary

=  Answersto the questions, for you to check your own answers
Questions

The questionsin the lessons are designed to help you learn, not to test you. Many of them
require you to do your own Bible study before reading commentary. After commentary sections
there are “more questions’ to emphasize important points. Some questions are checked (=) and serve
as basisfor the unit examinations. Nearly all questions are answered in the back of this study guide.
Do not send your answers to your WW LIT center but save them to study for your unit examinations.

Readings and Reports

The principal way to get acquainted with a Bible book like Hebrewsisto read it often. Three
timesin this course you will be instructed to read the whole Epistle of Hebrews and to make a
different list for each reading. The lists you make are required but will not be graded. We want you
to make them so that you will read actively, thinking about what you are reading. Do each reading
aloud and without interruptions, which for Hebrews can be done in less than an hour.

Examinations

There are four unit examinations, based on lesson objectives and questions marked . Thereis
room on the examination pages for you to write all the answers. Y ou must answer from memory.

With prayer to the true God who has revealed Himself in Christ, begin lesson 1.



AN OUTLINE OF HEBREWS
John Hepp, Jr. and Stanley D. Toussaint

PROLOGUE (Theme), 1:1-4

|. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE SON, 1:4 t0 10:18
A. Hissuperiority to angels, 1:4 to 2:18
1. Superior in Hisperson, 1:4-14
2. Thedanger of drifting, 2:1-4
3. Superior in Hiswork, 2:5-18
B. Hissuperiority to Moses, 3:1t04:13
1. Superior in His person, 3:1-6
2. Thedanger of disbelief, 3:7-19
3. Superior in Hiswork, 4:1-13
C. Hissuperiority to Aaron, 4:14 to 10:18
1. Introduction, 4:14-16
2. Superior in His person, 5:1to 7:28
a. Hisappointment, 5:1-10
b. The danger of degeneration, 5:11 to 6:20
c. Hisorder, 7:1-28
3. Superior in Hiswork, 8:1to0 10:18
a. A better place, 8:1-5
b. A better covenant, 8:6-13
C. A better sacrifice, 9:1t0 10:18

I1. OUR RESPONSE, PERSEVERING FAITH, 10:19to0 13:17
A. Exhortation to faith, hope, and love, 10:19-25
B. Thedanger of despising, 10:26-39
C. Faith demonstrated in sacred history, 11:1-40
1. Anexplanation of faith, 11:1-3
2. Examplesof faith, 11:4-38
3. Theextension of faith, 11:39-40
D. Faith recommended for us, 12:1-29
1. Theexamples of patient endurance, 12:1-3
2. Theendurance of discipline, 12:4-13
3. Theethics of those who endure, 12:14-17
4. An explanation for the ethics, 12:18-24
5. Thedanger of denying, 12:25-29
E. Faith manifested by love and fiddlity, 13:1-17

CONCLUSION, 13:18-25



Unit One

Lesson 1

Have you read
“Important Instructions’?

What are the theme and two purposes for Hebrews? the probable
location of itsreaders? Do we know its author? Why is God' s final
revelation better than earlier ones?

Hebrewsis a beautiful and powerful book. Also, it is saturated with Old Testament concepts and
provides keys for understanding them. Many modern Christians, unfamiliar with such concepts,
are confused by some of the argumentsin Hebrews. Therefore, it is especially important to get a
good start in studying this book. In our first unit (Iessons 1-3) we will analyze only the first two
chapters.

1. Themain way to understand any Bible book isto read it repeatedly, observing what it
says. Read the entire book of Hebrews now, looking for its main characteristics. (For
example, how does it present Christ and what kind of warnings doesit have?) Read
aloud and rapidly to get an overall impression. Y ou should be ableto do thisin less
than an hour.

After you finish reading Hebrews, write at the top of a sheet of paper, “Reading Report
1 - Observations” and your name. Then write down at least three things that have
impressed you about this book. This report will not be graded but must be turned in
before you can receive credit.

Read the following commentary, which gives an introduction to Hebrews, then answer the
guestions after it. Inall commentary sections you will notice many Scripture references; look
them up as needed for understanding.

INTRODUCTION » the Son’ssolidarity (unity) with His
people both now and in the coming
General Observations kingdom
Hebrewsis a book about God: His = the Son’s current activities as High
rights as Creator, His revelation, His Priest mediating (keeping in
purposes, and especially His Son. It exalts operation) the new covenant, God's
His Son on every page and in unique ways, current working arrangement with
more than any other book it tells about His people
= the meaning of the Son’s suffering " theneed for God's people to take
and sacrifice God seriously and keep on living

with faith in His Son

Lesson 1 8 Hebrews



In connection with its main emphases,
Hebrews often refers to other themes of the
Old Testament Scriptures; for example:

= theroleof angelsas God’'s

messengers (chs. 1-2,12,13)
= God's promise to Abraham (chs.
2,6,7, 11)

= various features of the old covenant
(God' s earlier working arrangement
with Isragl), such as, its priesthood
and sacrifices (chs. 7-10,12,13)

Hebrews bases its argument on a series
of Old Testament passages. For example,
on four Old Testament verses about
Melchizedek it bases much in chapters 5-10.
In doing so, Hebrews |ooks past the human
writers to the divine Author; it treats every
word of Scripture asdivine and reliable; it
reveal s that many passages are at least in
part messianic (that is, referring to the
coming King, Messiah); and it shows that all
such Scripture must be fulfilled both for
Messiah and His companions.

Therefore, in studying Hebrews expect
to learn much about God, His earlier
revelations, and Hisrevelation in His Son.
If you let it, this book will transform your
thinking and acting.

Authorship of the Book

Some Bible books provide the names of
their human authors; many do not. Thereis
no requirement that to be inspired a book
must have a known author. Who wrote the
book of Hebrews? No certain answer can be
given to this question. The Church Father
Origen wrote, “Asto who actually wrote the
epistle, God knows the truth of the matter.”

Many suggestions have been offered.
Undoubtedly, the best known of these is that
the apostle Paul wrote Hebrews. Several
evidences are used to prove thisview. For
example: (1) Paul’s companion Timothy
was associated with the writer of Hebrews
(Heb. 13:23); (2) the nation of Isragl is used

as an example both in 1 Corinthians 10,
written by Paul, and in Hebrews 4:11; (3)
both Paul and Hebrews emphasize the new
covenant.

Thereis other evidence claimed for
Pauline authorship. However, the
arguments against this view are nearly
overwhelming. For example, the mention of
Timothy in Hebrews does not help the view
but hinders it; because Paul normally
mentions a person’ s proper name first and
then adescription, asin 1 Thessalonians 3:2:
“Timothy, our brother, and minister.” In
contrast, Hebrews 13:23 says, “our brother
Timothy,” putting the description (brother)
first.

In writings known to be his, Paul
emphasizes Israel’ sidolatry and wickedness;
Hebrews emphasizes their unbelief.

Furthermore, the author’s name is not
stated in Hebrews; Paul, in contrast, always
states his name (see 2 Thess. 3:17). This
does not mean that the author of Hebrews
was hiding hisidentity; it is obvious from
Hebrews 13:18-24 that the readers knew
who he was.

A magjor objection to Pauline authorship
is Hebrews 2:3-4, where the writer appears
to place himself outside the apostolic band.
The Lord' s message, it says, “was confirmed
unto us by them that heard.” In contrast,
Paul always included himself among the
apostles, al of whom had seen the Lord.

Another objection is the source of Old
Testament quotationsin Hebrews. Here
they are always from the Septuagint, the
Greek version of the Old Testament. In
contrast, Paul quotes from various sources,
including the original Hebrew.

Until now thereis no clear evidence for
anyone who has been suggested as author.
Our conclusion is that the author was not
Paul but that, as Origen said, he is known
for certain only in heaven.

Hebrews
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Destination of the Book

Where did the book’ s recipients live?
We will survey only the two most popular
views.

Some hold that the book was written to
Jews living in Jerusalem or elsewherein
Palestine. An argument for thisview isthe
author’ s assumption that the readers under-
stand priestly rituals. But several facts
oppose thisview. For onething, the
readers generosity described in Hebrews
6:10 and 10:32-34 hardly fits the picture of
the church in Palestine and Jerusalem as
given in Acts after chapter 6. Second,
Hebrews 12:4 says that the readers have not
resisted unto blood. Thiswould not be true
of the church in Jerusalem; Stephen and
James are well known early martyrs there
(compare Acts 26:10). Third, Hebrews
many quotations of the Old Testament are
al from the Greek Septuagint. This seems
strange if the readers are Palestinian Jews
familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures.

Fourth, though the templeis still standing, it
is never mentioned; only the tabernacle is
discussed. Finaly, Hebrews 2:3 implies that
none of the readers have seen or heard
Christ in person.

A variation of thisview holds that the
first readers were former members of the
Qumran community, which had separated
from most of Jewish society and lived near
the Dead Sea. Though this variation avoids
some of the problems just listed, it till
cannot explain why Hebrews consistently
uses the Greek Septuagint.

A more likely view suggests that the
book is addressed to Jews in Italy, probably
Rome. Several facts support thisview. First
isthe greeting in Hebrews 13:24b: “They of
Italy salute you.” The preposition translated
“of” should be “from” and probably implies
that they have been separated from Italy. If
so, the Italians away from home are sending

back greetings. A second consideration is
that the Book of Hebrews was known very
early in Rome; Clement of Rome quoted
from it some time before hisdeath in A.D.
95. Third, the difficulties described in
Hebrews 10:32-34 may easily have resulted
from the emperor Claudius's expelling the
Jews from Romein A.D. 49. Accordingto
Suetonius, Claudius did this because of riots
among the Jews having to do with a certain
“Chrestus,” which may refer to Christ
(cristos). While no one can be certain, it
appears most likely that the recipientslived
inltaly.

Another important fact is that Hebrews
isnot ageneral or circular epistle, designed
to be passed around to various groups.
Rather, it is addressed to specific people in
one locality (compare 5:12; 12:4; 13:7,17-
19,22-24).

The Time of Writing

Obviously Hebrews was written before
A.D. 95; Clement of Rome, who quoted
fromit, died in that year. It also predated
the destruction of the templein A.D. 70,
because the priestly service was still
functioning (see 8:4; 9:6; 10:1-2; 13:10).
The Neronian persecutions, in which
Christians were martyred, began in 64, and
the book predates even these (see 12:4). A
date of 62 seems reasonable. One dares not
move the date much earlier than this, for it
appears from Hebrews 2:3-4 that the readers
are from the second generation of
Christians, not the first.

The Readers' Nationality

Nearly all commentators on Hebrews
agree that the readers were Jews. Though
they are never caled Jews or Isradlites, itis
evident that they were well acquainted with
the Old Testament and itsrituals.

Lesson 1
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Furthermore, these readers were inclined
to go back to Judaism, and the writer pleads
with them not to do so (see 13:13). Thisis
seen throughout the book.

These Jews were probably Hellenistic,
that is, favoring the Greek language and
culture. Evidencesof thisare: (1) the
guotations are all from the Greek
Septuagint, and (2) the writing has a
Hellenistic flavor. This showsthat both the
writer and his readers preferred Greek. |If
they had been Aramaic Jews, he would have
known that this style would offend them.

The Readers Spiritual Condition

The readers are addressed as believersin
Jesus (3:1; 4:16; 5:12; 10:19-22, 32-34;
12:7; 13:1,20-22). All agree on this point.
The warning passages, however, present a
problem. They indicate that the Hebrews
have failed to go on to maturity and
challenge them to do so. What are these
warnings designed to do? (1) Keep them
from losing rewards? or (2) Keep them from
leaving Christianity to go back to Judaism,
and thus missing final salvation?

Aswe consider the warnings, we will
show that their purpose is the second one,
that the readers are professing believers but
not all genuine believers. Some arein
danger of denying their profession of Christ
and lapsing back into Judaism.

Why were some of the professing
Hebrews tempted to abandon Jesus? There
were several reasons. For example, most of
their nation had rejected Jesus when He
considered them sinners, failed to restore
their promised kingdom (Acts 1:6), and died
ashameful death. To side with Him was
costly, separating believers from most of
their nation. Y et the Book of Hebrews
shows that they must side with Him.

The Purposes of Hebrews

One purpose often seen in the book, isto
encourage the believers to mature (see 5:12-
14; 10:24; 12:1-2; 13:15-17,20-22).

Another purpose isto warn the readers
against the danger of disowning Christ and
lapsing into Judaism (see 2:1; 3:12-14;
4:1,11; 6:8-9; 10:22-25,28-31,35; 12:3,12-
17,25; 13:13). Abandoning the truth after
knowing it is called apostasy—definitely a
danger for some of thereaders. All of them
are exhorted to do what they can to prevent
anyone from falling.

The Plan

In Hebrews 13:22 the author calls this
book a*“word of exhortation.” Thereisa
very similar phrase in Acts 13:15 describing
Paul’s sermon there. Because of these
expressions, Hebrews is often described as a
“homily” (sermon). Certainly the book does
not have the normal form of an epistle, and
its exhortations do seem fitting to a sermon.

In order to bring the readers to spiritual
maturity and to discourage apostasy, the
book emphasizes the superiority of Christ.
Thirteen times we read the adjective better.
Furthermore, the work of Christ is eternal
(see 5:9; 6:2; 9:12,14,15; 13:20) in contrast
to the repetitious and temporary elements of
the old covenant. Christ’s sacrifice was
made “once” and “once for al” (see 7:27;
9:12,26-28; 10:10) and has brought about a
new and eternal arrangement between God
and man: the new covenant. This covenant
is far superior to the old covenant (the law
of Sinai) made with Israel through Moses.

So Hebrews is a homily with exhorta-
tions and warnings. How do these warnings
fit into the argument (that is, the book’s
progress of thought)? Some commentators
take them to be strictly parenthetical, not
essential to the argument. It isfar better to
see most of them as an essential part of the

Hebrews
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argument. Consider, for example, the first not, but because it is more serious to neglect

warning (2:1-4). It showswhy chapter 1 has the Son’s Word than the word spoken by
dealt with the superiority of Christ to angels. angels. Similarly, all of the warnings grow
The reason is not because Jews have a out of the preceding doctrinal discussions.

tendency to worship angels, which they do

MORE QUESTIONS
(Answer guestions 2-6, then check in Answers, beginning on page 77.)

2x What isour conclusion as to who the author is?
3.  Listfive arguments against the belief that Paul wrote Hebrews.
4 What country did the readers probably livein?

5. How are the warning sections usually related to the argument of the book? (Seethe last
paragraph of the commentary.)

6.2 What were two purposes for writing this epistle?

As stated before, you will actively study each passage in Hebrews before you read the commen-

tary onit. You should get in the habit of always studying the Bible directly before you read
men’s opinions.

Hebrews was written for Hebrew people and must be understood from their point of view. Yet,
these Hebrews belonged to the same church of Jesus Christ as we Gentiles. Therefore, you
should study Hebrews as written directly to you.

Read Hebrews 1:1-4, then answer questions 7-8. Check your answers as usual.

7.  Thefirst sentencein this epistle (to the first period) is very long in the King James
Version, just asin the Greek. This sentence is a prologue (introduction) for the entire
book and indicates its main theme.

a.  How many verses doesit cover?

b  What isits subject and main verb (giving most of the book’s main theme)?

cx God sprevious revelation was “in sundry times and in divers manners’ (1:1), that
is, bit-by-bit and using various methods. But “in these last days’ (1:2) Hisfina
revelation is better. Why?

8.  Verses 1-3 give seven facts about the Son, some introduced by words like “whom,” “by
whom,” and “who.” Summarize each of these seven factsin one to five words.

Studying verses 1-4 directly should have prepared you for the commentary that follows. Asyou
read it, watch for helpful explanations of the seven facts you listed for question 8. After you read
it, there will be more questions.

Lesson 1 12 Hebrews



Prologue (Theme), 1:1-4

Often the theme of abook isfound in its
opening verses. That istrue here. Inthe
Greek text verses 1-4 are one long sentence,
the main clause of which is“God...has
spoken to usin His Son.” This main clause
is the theme of Hebrews.

Verse 1 clearly teaches the doctrine of
progressive revelation, that is, that God has
told us His truth little by little. Not only did
God speak to the Old Testament prophetsin
many portions and ways, He also spoke in
many places. Finaly He revealed Himself
by His Son (v. 2). Through such a person
He could give us not only Hiswords and His
works but His very character.

Thisrevelation has taken place in “these
last days’; itisfinal. In Old Testament
propheciesthe “last days’ or “latter days”
often referred to two periods related to the
future kingdom on earth: (1) the time just
before that kingdom would begin or (2) the
time of the kingdom itself. The writer of
Hebrewsisusing it in thefirst sense. Jesus
had distinguished these same two periods—
using well-known Jewish expressions—as
“thisage” and “the age to come” (Matt.
12:32, NASB). Hisfuture coming with His
angels, when He will sit on His throne and
rule (Matt. 25:31), will take place “at the
end of the [present] age” (Matt. 13:37-43).
Those who follow Him in this age will
receive eternal life in that age to come
(Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30). Did “the age to
come” beginin Acts? No, Ephesians 1:21,
written at the end of the Acts period, still
speaks of the same two periods: “this age”
and “the oneto come” (NASB). The“ageto
come” has still not come.

Hebrews confirms that we are now in the
last age before the Lord Jesus will return to
rule (see Heb. 1:13; 9:26,28). Though some
two thousand years have passed since this
homily was written, the apparent delay will

seem like nothing in comparison with the
unending age to come.

In verses 2-3 seven important statements
are made about Christ.

1. Heisthe appointed Heir of al things
(see Ps. 2:8). Everything was made for
Him.

2. Through Him God made the world
(“worlds,” KJV). Theword transated
“world” in 1:2 isactually “ages.” He
created not only material things but the
periods of timein which they exist.

3. Heistheradiance (“brightness,” KJV)
of the Father’s glory. The word translated
“radiance”’ hasthe idea of shining out
(compare John 1:14; 14:9; Col. 1:15). He
reveals the Father as sunlight reveals the
sun.

4. Heisthe exact representation
(“expressimage,” KJV) of God's nature.
The word translated “ exact representation”
refers to the impression made by adie
(wood or metal designed to leave an
impression) on acoin or aseal. Just asthe
image on a coin corresponds with the die
that made it, so the Son corresponds to God.
Whoever sees the Son sees the Father.

5. He upholds al things by the word of
His power (compare Col. 1:17; Ps. 119:90-
91). The Greek verb here has the idea of
carrying forward. The Sonisnot likean
Atlas holding the heavens on his shoulders;
rather, He is moving all things forward to
their designed end.

6. He has made purification of sins (“by
himself purged our sins,” KJV). This
emphasis on purification suits the Book of
Hebrews. Romans stresses justification;
Hebrews stresses sanctification.

7. He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. The main verb of verse 3
is“sat”; itsemphasisistwofold. Firgt, it
shows that Christ’s sacrificial work is
completed; and second, it indicates that His
work was accepted by God the Father, who

Hebrews
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invited Him to sit there (see Heb. 1:13;
10:11-12).

To restate several of theseideasin
another way: The Lord Jesusis the Prophet
who has given the Father’ s final and
ultimate message (v. 2), the Priest who has
cleansed from sin (v. 3), and the King who
will reign (v. 3).

What should we learn from Hebrews
1:1-4 to affect our lives? First, that God has
spoken! The true and living God, who made
all thingsfor Himself, is separate from His
creation. We cannot see Him nor hear Him,
His mode of existenceis different from ours.
Y et He has revealed Himself to mankind; in
different ways He has spoken. The book of
Hebrews builds firmly on this divine revela-
tion, looking back to things God said earlier
and looking forward to things He has
promised.

Second, we should learn that Jesus, the
Son, is God' s final Word. Thisisthemain
theme of Hebrews. In a unique way
Hebrews looks at the climax of God’s
message, a climax that consists not of words
only but of the divine-human Person called

Jesus. The better we know that Person, the
better we hear God. Thisfinal Word does
not contradict God's earlier words; it fulfills
them.

Third, we should learn that God worksin
history. God s Word is not merely philo-
sophy or good advice; it relates to and
determines history. Hebrews points out big
turning pointsin history. There wasatime
when God appointed the Son to be Heir, a
time when through the Son He began to
make the ages. By Hisword the Son moves
history along to God'’ s predetermined goal .
Also, He has joined Himself to human
history. He has Himself become a man and
has made purification for sins. Asaman He
has now become greater than the angels, has
obtained a better name than theirs, and has
sat down at God' s right hand.

Fourth, it was the Son who made purifi-
cation of our sins. No one else could have
donethis. It isimpossible to improve on
what He did. Aswe will see, His sacrifice
has put into effect a glorious working
arrangement between God and men—the
new covenant.

MORE QUESTIONS (Answer, then check in Answers.)

9.  You havejust read Dr. Toussaint’s explanations of the seven facts about the Son in

Hebrews 1:1-3.

a.  Writedown any of his explanations that were especially helpful to you.
b.  Try to summarize the main teaching of each fact in your own words.
c. Writeat least one way in which thisinformation about the Son should affect your

life.

10.  After the Son made purification for our sins, He “sat down” (1:3), which the priests of
Israel could not do when on service. Why wasit proper for the Son to sit down?

Lesson 1
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L esson 2

Regarding the seven Old Testament passages quoted in Hebrews
1:5-13: (a) What question introduces the first and last of them?
(b) Why are they quoted? (c) What “ salvation” do they ook
forward to? What name did Jesus acquire that shows He is greater
than the angels? What does that name mean? When and for how
long will the Son inherit His worldwide kingdom?

In the outline we have included Hebrews 1:4 both in the Prologue and Part |. Read Hebrews 1:4-
14, answering the following questions. Then check your answers.

1.

Hebrews 1:4 forms the bridge to the first main contrast in Hebrews, which fully begins
in 1:5.

a. Who are contrasted?

b.:  What name has Jesus obtained, showing His superiority?

In Hebrews 1:5-13 there are seven quotations from the Old Testament. Notice that
there are three quotations about the Son (vv. 5-6), then one about the angels (v. 7), then
three more about the Son (vv. 8-13). Thefirst and the last are introduced with the same
question. What is that question?

On the next pageis a chart of these quotations, numbered 1 to 7. Study the chart and
the explanation at the bottom of it. Then, fill in the fourth column, which is headed
“Main Teaching.” Do this by rereading each quotation in Hebrews, then trying to
summarize its main teaching in your own words. For example, after reading the first
guotation, you should write your summary of it to theright of “Ps. 2:7.” Y ou will
probably write something like this. “God begot Jesus as His Son.”

Thefirst quotation isin verse 5. It isfrom Psalm 2, which along with Psalm 1 intro-
duces the whole Book of the Psalms. Psalm 1 looks at a single godly individual and
findsits fulfillment especially in the future Messiah (Anointed One), since it describes
Him perfectly. Psalm 2 looks at an international scene to be completely fulfilled when
Messiah begins His worldwide kingdom. These two themes—individual and inter-
national in respect to Messiah—are seen throughout the psalms. Read Psalm 2, then
answer.

a.  What arethreetitlesthe Ruler is called in this psalm?

b.  Hissonship emphasizes heirship. What isthis Son to inherit? What isHetold to
do in order to receive His inheritance?

c. “Thisday havel begotten thee” may have more than one level of meaningin
Jesus' case. For example, it may refer in part to the day of His baptism, when He
was anointed as Messiah (Christ). What did the Father call Him on that day
(Matt. 3:17)?
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The Seven Old Testament Quotationsin Hebrews 1:5-13

Verse(s) OT Source Main Teaching Observations
1 5 Ps. 2:7
2 5 2Sam. 7:14
3 6 Deut. 32:43
or Ps. 97:7
4 7 Ps. 104:4
5 8-9 Ps. 45:6-7
6 10-12 Ps. 102:25-27
7 13 Ps. 110:1

For each quotation the second column givesits verse(s) in Hebrews 1; the third column gives its
Old Testament source. For example, the first quotation isin Hebrews 1:5 and quotes Psalm 2:7.
Y ou will fill out the fourth and fifth columns.
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NOTE: In the next question we will capitalize thetitle“Son” asin Hebrews 1.5, whether it
refersto Jesus or to others.

5.

The second quotation isalso in verse 5. It isfrom 2 Samuel 7:14, apart of God's

covenant with David. Read 2 Samuel 7:12-16. There you will see that thetitle “ Son”

of God applied to David's son Solomon as well as his descendant Jesus, and apparently

to both of them in the same sense. God'’ s representative ruling over God' s people was

called God’'s“Son.” Other countries of the ancient Near East used thistitle with the

same meaning. Look at Psalm 89:19-26 to see that David—and, in fact, each succeed-

ing ruler over Israel—had thistitle. Theruler in thispsamis not just the future

Messiah; Messiah does not have the descendants mentioned in verses 29-33.

a.  Inwhat sense did Solomon become God'’s “ Son”?

b. Read 1 Chronicles22:6-11 and 28:2-7. Who was called God’'s Son in those
passages?

cx  Since Hebrews 1 quotes 2 Samuel 7:14, thetitle Son probably means the same for
Jesus asit did for David and Solomon. |If so, what does it mean there?

Thethird quotation isin verse 6. It comes from the Greek version of Deuteronomy
32:43 or Psalm 97:7. Neither passage has it exactly, but the former is closer. Hebrews
1.6 takes us to the future day when the Son comes back to reign. The Greek says
literally, “ And when He again brings the Firstborn into the world.” In other words,
“again” goeswith “brings,” not with “and.”

a.  “Firstborn” does not necessarily refer to the one born first. 1t can also, and here
does, mean the highest of all, asin Psalm 89:27. Inthat psalm it isapplied, at
least in part, to someone who was born last in hisfamily! To whom? (See whom
the psalm is talking about, v. 20. For evidence that this*“firstborn” waslast in his
family, see 1 Sam. 16:11-13.)

b.  According to Hebrews 1:6, what will the angels do when the Son returns to reign?

The fourth quotation isin 1:7. Itisfrom Psalm 104:4. Of the seven quotationsthisis
the middle one and the only one describing the angels. God changes them in form to
winds (another meaning of the word translated “ spirits’) or to aflame of fire, when
convenient. What does this show about the angels? (Are they independent? Do their
activities stay the same?)

Thefifth quotation isin 1:8-9. It isfrom Psalm 45:6-7. It describes the Son and His

future throne in contrast to the angels just described.

a.  What isthe Son called in this quotation?

bz How long will His kingdom last?

c.  Why has God anointed Him with gladness more than His fellows (v. 9)? (His
“fellows’ refers to those who share with Him, apparently in Hisrule.)

The sixth quotationisin 1:10-12. It isfrom Psalm 102:25-27. Thisalso refersto the
Lord’s eternal kingdom, as you will see in the commentary.

a. What will He do to the world He created?

b.  What will never happen to Him?
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10.  Theseventh quotationisin 1:13. It isfrom the well-known messianic Psalm 110, first
verse. The Sonisnot ruling yet but waiting at the Father’ s right hand.
a  Whosethroneisthe Son sitting on now? (See Rev. 3:21.)
b.  What is another name for His own future throne, as seen in Luke 1:32-337?

C.x

How long must He wait for His own kingdom to begin? (Heb. 1:13)

11.  Hebrews 1:14 gives asummary about the angels.

a.  What kind of persons are they?
b. What arethey sent forth to do?

12.  Hebrews 1:14 also looks at “salvation” in away that will continue in this book.
a.  What isthetime of this salvation? (past, present, or future?)
b.  Which of the following passages |ook at the same aspect of salvation: Romans
5:9-10; 13:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:8-9; Acts 15:117?

Asyou read the following commentary on Hebrews 1:4-14, write in the last column of the chart
further observations about each of the quotations. (Later you will summarize them.)

PART I. THE SUPERIORITY

OF THE SON
1:4t010:18

His Superiority To Angels, 1:4 to 2:18

The writer of Hebrews uses two general
proofs of the Son’s superiority over angels.
In chapter 1 he uses Old Testament Scrip-
turesto show He is better in His person. In
chapter 2 he shows He is better in His work:
He and those He leads will rule over
creation.

Remember that Jesus' title Christ, which
in Greek literally means“ Anointed,” refers
to Him as the promised King (Luke 23:2).

In this commentary we will often change
from thistitle to a synonym, Messiah, which
still retains the royal meaning.

Superior in Hisperson, 1:4-14

Hebrews 1:4 begins to emphasize the
Son'’ s person, showing what He has become.
He “has inherited” (NASB) a more excellent
name than the angels, which verse 5 will
show to be the messianic title Son. The verb
trandated “ has inherited” (*hath by inheri-
tance obtained,” KJV) is used eighteen times
in the New Testament. Each time it means

to come into possession of something not
possessed before (see 1 Cor. 6:9,10; 15:50;
Gal. 5:21; Heb. 1:14; 6:12; 12:17). In other
words, this name “Son” was new for Him.
He did not become Son in the sense of
Messiah until He became a man.

This does not mean that He first came
into existence when He was born; He
existed eternally (see 1:2,10-12). Yet, His
incarnation as a man was a drastic change,
and He received new namesto fit His new
condition. Thisfact helps explain the future
tense to Mary, that her Son “shall be called
the Son of the Highest” (Luke 1:32).
Similarly, Acts 2:36 says that “God hath
made...Jesus...both Lord and Christ”
(emphasis added). And Philippians 2:9-11
says that because of His obedience to death
God “hath...given Him anamewhichis
above every name,” the name “Lord”
(emphasis added). Heisthe only man who
fully deserves these titles.

In verses 5 to 14, seven Old Testament
passages are quoted to prove that the Sonis
superior to angels in His person.

Thefirst of these (v. 5) isPsalm 2:7;
here Heis crowned Son of God. Psalm 2is
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an enthronement psalm, as can be seen by
reading the entire psalm. (Some of the
language is used in other enthronement
psalms for kings of the ancient Near East.)
Init God is giving Him the nations—
previously rebellious—and all the earth as
Hisinheritanceto rule. Thus, Histitle
“Son” anticipates (looks forward to) Hisrule
in His future kingdom on earth (compare
Luke 1:32; Matt. 3:17; 17:5; Acts 13:33).
Though angels as a group are called “sons’
in the Old Testament (in Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7;
Gen. 6:2,4), no single angel isever called
“son.”

The second quotation (v. 5) istaken
from 2 Samuel 7:14; 23:5; and 1 Chronicles
17:13—each passage a portion of the
Davidic Covenant (compare Ps. 89:3,27,
34,35; Luke 1:32-33,69). Actually, 2
Samuel and 1 Chronicles refer to David's
immediate son, Solomon, aswell asto his
distant “Son,” Jesus.

The third quotation (v. 6) is provided by
the Septuagint at Deuteronomy 32:43. This
Old Testament chapter contains the Song of
Moses and concludes on a majestic eschato-
logical note, that is, one dealing with the last
times after the present order has passed.
This passage in Hebrews 1:6 isalso similar
to Psalm 97:7.

Thereis aproblem asto where the
adverb “again” belongsin the introduction
to this quotation. Should the sentence begin
“And again, when He bringeth” (KJV) or
“And when He again brings” (NASB)? It
should be the latter, for two reasons: (1) the
location of “again” in the original text favors
its going with the verb; (2) the verb * brings”
in the original is subjunctive, implying that
this coming of Messiah is still futurein
respect to the time of writing Hebrews.
Thus, the third quotation shows that the
angels will worship Him when He comes
back to rule.

The Lord Jesusis referred to as the
“firstborn” (“first-begotten,” KJV) because
Heisthe principal Heir. A firstborn son
always received twice as much inheritance
as other sons. Therefore, “firstborn”
figuratively meant “highest.”

The fourth quotation (v. 7) isfrom Psalm
104:4. The emphasisin the quotation
includes the temporary ministry of the
angels aswell astheir nature. God did use
wind and fire to manifest Himself, and
angels carried out this service; but this
ministry was brief and passing. This
relation of angels to nature is not explained
in the Old Testament, even in Psalm 104:4.
Y et, they had a part in such occasions as
giving the law (Acts 7:53), with its smoke,
fire, trumpet, and other manifestations. So
the Jews came to realize that angelstake
many forms.

The fifth quotation (vv. 8-9) isfrom
Psalm 45:6-7. All of Hebrews 1:7 about the
angelsisin contrast with all of verse 8 about
the Son. The beginnings of the verses can
be trandated, “On the one hand [v. 7]...but
on the other hand [v. g]....”

In Psalm 45, written in celebration of a
royal wedding, the psalmist addresses the
groom, who isthe Messiah. He speaks of
the Messiah ruling as God’ s Anointed and as
“God” (compare Isa. 9:6), with a scepter of
righteousness. Though the prophecy speaks
of Hisrule as already present—even when
the psalm was written—its fulfillment is still
future. Itiscommon for Bible propheciesto
speak about the future as though it were
present.

The “companions’ (“fellows,” KJV)
referred to in verse 9 are the same as the
heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:14), the “sons’ of
2:10, and the “ partakers’ (same Greek word
as“companions’) of 3:1, 14.

The sixth quotation (vv. 10-12), from
Psalm 102:25-27, continues words
addressed to the Son asin verses 8-9. The
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psamist callsthe Son “Lord” and says that
He created the universe. A better passage
can scarcely be found to describe the
unchangeable character of the Lord’ s divine
nature. It also anticipates Hisrule as
Messiah in Jerusalem. Notice in Psalm 102
the verses previous to those quoted in
Hebrews. Verse 16 refersto His building up
Zion and appearing in Hisglory. Verse 22
pictures the kingdoms gathering to serve
Him. All of thiswill take placein His future
visible kingdom. It isthen that He will “fold
up” the present heavens and earth and
change them (2 Peter 3:10-13).

The seventh and final quotation (v. 13)
comes from Psalm 110:1. The Sonis
invited to sit at God’ s right hand until the
time comes for Himto rule. Contrast His
being seated (v. 13) with the angels’ being
sent (v. 14). Asfar aswe know from
Scripture, angels are never seated in God's
presence.

Verse 14 summarizes, showing that
angels are “sent out to render service for the
sake of those who will inherit salvation”
(NASB). Thisangelic ministry takes place
in the present, but the salvation is obviously
future; the heirs “will inherit” it. Thisisin
harmony with the quotationsin 1:5-13. As
we have seen, these quotations clearly
anticipate the future reign of Messiah on this
earth in fulfillment of the Old Testament
covenants and promises. In thislight reread
again especialy verses5, 6, 8-9, and 13.
This salvation will be defined in Hebrews 2.

MORE QUESTIONS

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 1:5-14? First, that angels are
important but should not be worshipped.
The Bible often refers to activities of those
spirit beings called angels. More powerful
and knowledgeable than human beings,
angels have played many roles under God's
direction, such asin giving the old covenant.
Hebrews shows their importance by com-
paring them to the Son, first in person (ch.
1) and then in work (ch. 2). God sends them
to help us. We should believe what He tells
us about them and thank Him for sending
them. But we should not worship them.

Second, we have seen that in His divine-
human person the Son is greater than the
angels and worthy of all worship. Hebrews
proves this by quoting seven of God's
earlier words, asking, “To which of the
angels did God ever say?’ No angel has
become God's“Son” (Heir of al). All
angelswill publicly worship Him at His
second coming; His throne will be eternal;
He will change His creation but will not be
changed Himself. Therefore, we must
worship Him now.

Third, we are looking for our salvation,
the Son’s coming kingdom. The Son is not
ruling yet; Heiswaiting at God'’ s right hand
for His enemies to be made His footstool.
When He does begin to rule, we “shall be
heirs of salvation” (1:14), that is, salvation
inal itsfullness. We should not live for
this age but for that age.

13.  Why can we change the word Christ to Messiah as we read Hebrews?

14. Summarize at least four of the main evidences from Hebrews 1:5-13 that the Son is

greater than the angelsin His person.

15«

Regarding the seven Old Testament passages quoted in these verses:

a. What was the purpose of quoting them?
b.  What future “salvation” do these passages |ook forward to?
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Lesson 3

What isthe first warning? What are four evidences that the
“salvation” of Hebrews 2:3 is future? How does Hebrews 2 prove
that man will rulein the world to come? What will the Son’s
sufferings enable Him to accomplish for many sons?

Hebrews 1:1-4 (the prologue) has exalted the Son as God' sfinal revelation. Hebrews 1:4-14 has
contrasted the Son to the angels in respect to His person. Hebrews 2 will continue that contrast
in respect to Hiswork (2:5-18). Before doing so, however, it flashes the first big warning (2:1-

4),

1. Readthefirst warning, 2:1-4. Inverse 1 the last wordsin Greek mean, literally, “lest
we drift away” (like aboat from a secure place).
ax Giveatitleto thiswarning, according to your first impressions. Then learn the

onein the Answers.

b. Theword “therefore’ (2:1) bases this warning on what has just been said,
probably on the whole contrast in chapter 1. State in afew words what that

contrast proved.

Cc.  Theseverses compare what “we have heard” (v. 1) to what people heard earlier.
What two messages (through whom?) are compared?

2 Themessage “we have heard” (2:1) and which we should not drift away from, isthe
message about “ so great salvation...spoken by the Lord” (2:3). What evidence have we

just seen that this salvation is still future?

3. Using Hebrews 2:3-4 as your basis, seeif you can decide when the author of the book

lived and when the miracles took place.

Asyou read the following commentary, notice especially the five arguments that the “ salvation”

in Hebrews 2:3 is still future.

The danger of drifting, 2:1-4

Thisisthefirst warning passage. You
should note that it is closely tied to the
preceding verses by the words “for this
reason” (“therefore,” KJV) inverse 1.

The warning is against drifting. The
New American Standard Bible correctly
trandates, “lest we drift away” (rather than
“lest welet dlip,” KJV). Thisverb, used
also in the Septuagint in Proverbs 3:21,
describes a boat moving past its fixed

mooring place—the place where it should be
tied up. Here the warning is against being
carried away from the gospel of Christ by
apostatizing and going back to Judaism.
Thiswarning isrestated in verses 2-3in
such away that we clearly see its connection
with chapter 1. There the Son was contrast-
ed to the angels and proved to be superior to
them in His person. Now thereisa“much
more” argument, based on the “word”
spoken by the angels and the word spoken
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by the Son. The angels word put into force
God’s law (the old covenant) at Sinai (see
Gal. 3:19; Acts 7:53; Deut. 33:2; Ps. 68:17).

“hook” words. That is, he often links one
paragraph to another by a common word.
For example, the word “Melchizedek” is

Hebrews 2:1-4: The Danger of Drifting
Old Covenant M essage

IF MUCH MORE
If the word
spoken through angels
proved unalterable

and every transgression . .
received a just recompense

New Covenant Message

what we have heard...
spoken through the Lord

How shall we escape

if we neglect...?

repeated at 6:20 and 7:1, linking the
paragraphs that end and begin there.
And thisvery word “salvation” links
this warning paragraph (2:1-4) to the
preceding paragraph (see 1:14). Since
it means future salvation in 1:14, there
is no reason to think it means anything
different in 2:3.

2. Christian salvation isfuture
elsewhere in Hebrews. Counting 1:14
and 2:3 there are six referencesto

The Son’sword, as we shall see, put into
force God’ s new covenant. If theold
covenant message demanded obedience,
how much more, the new covenant message!
If disobedience to the law brought judgment,
how much more, disobedience to the Lord!

This message we must not neglect
concerns “so great salvation” (v. 3).
Salvation has many aspects; we cannot
assume that it means the same in every
passage. Inthe New Testament it is mostly
used in the following aspects:
=  Padt, referring to justification (Rom.

8:24; Eph. 2:5,8; 2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 3:5;

and others)

»  Present, referring to the process of
sanctification (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15;
and others)

= Future, referring to glorification in the
future kingdom (Matt. 10:22; 19:25;
24:13; Mark 10:26; 13:13; Luke 9:24;
18:26; Acts 15:11; Rom. 5:9,10;13:11; 1
Cor. 3:15; 5:5; 1 Thess. 5:8,9; 2 Thess.
2:13; 2 Tim. 2:10; 4:18; 1 Pet. 1:5; 4:18;
Rev. 12:10; and others)

So what “salvation” isreferred to in
Hebrews 2:3? We will give five evidences
that it is the future aspect.

1. Itsmeaning was established in the
preceding paragraph. Consider the fact that
the writer of Hebrews has a tendency to use

Christian “salvation” in Hebrews. Two
of them (1:14; 9:28) must refer to the future,
and the rest of them (2:3,10; 5:9; 6:9) can.

3. Thissalvation is equated to the
kingdom, which is still future. Hebrews 2:3
says this message was at first spoken by the
Lord. Thisrefersto the Lord’s constant
proclamation that the kingdom was near (see
Matt. 4:17; 10:7; Luke 10:9, 11, 16:16).
Since the kingdom did not begin, it will
come in the future—as He later said (see
Luke 19:11-12,15; 22:16,18,29-30). The
Lord often pictured the great coming
kingdom as atime of salvation (see Maitt.
5:3,5,10,20; 7:13,14,21; 8:11; 13:43; 19:23-
30; 25:21,23,31-34,46). Infact, Matthew
19:23-30 specifically identifies entering the
future kingdom with being saved.

This message agrees with the Old
Testament, which often speaks of the future
kingdom as the time of “salvation” (see Ps.
118:14-15,21; 132:13-18). For example,
Isaiah 11 describes that future kingdom,
then Isaiah 12 shows how men will praise
God in that kingdom (“in that day,” v. 1).
They will say that He has become salvation
(v. 2) and that men with joy will draw water
out of the wells of salvation (v. 3).

The same meaning for salvation is
reflected in Zacharias' s prophecy in Luke
1:68-79. Salvation includes all that Messiah
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will do for His people (vv. 69-70, 77),
including deliverance for Israel from her
enemies (vv. 71,74) and fulfillment of other
covenant promises (vv. 72-73).

4. The signs, wonders, and miracles
that confirmed this message about salvation
(2:4) belong to that future kingdom. Using
the same word translated “miracles’ in 2:4,
Hebrews 6:5 calls them “powers of the
world to come.” They show the changes
that will come “in the regeneration when the
Son of man shall sit in the throne of his
glory” (Matt. 19:28). “In the regeneration”
means “at the renewal of all things’ (NIV).
Jesus' miracles prove that He is the One
who can renew all things. Such miracles
were His response when John the Baptist
sent to ask if He were the coming One, the
Messiah (Matt. 11:3-5).

5. Thewriter himself defines his
subject as “the world to come, about which
we are speaking” (2:5, NIV).

Therefore, the writer uses “salvation” to
mean the future kingdom with al its
blessings. The readers, who have made a
profession of Christianity, can lose all this.
If they now reject this salvation and return to
Judaism, they must face “recompense,” here
meaning divine retribution (active punish-
ment from God). Their punishment will be
greater than the punishment of those who
disobeyed the law “ put into effect through
angels’ (Acts 7:53, NIV). Such punishment
will not be inflicted on atrue believer,
however; hissinswill never be brought
before the Judgment Seat of Christ (see Heb.
8:12; 10:17-18).

As we have seen, the message of
salvation spoken by the Son and His
apostles was accompanied by God's own
miraculous testimony (2:4). His testimony

iscalled by four names. (1) “signs,” as
pointing to the deeper meanings of miracles,
(2) “wonders,” referring to the amazement
they produce; (3) “miracles,” referring to
their powerful spiritual causes; and (4) “gifts
of the Holy Spirit,” suggesting different
manifestations by the same spiritual Agent.

We have seen that these were “miracles
of the coming age” and therefore miracles of
the Messiah. They were also “the signs of
an apostle” (2 Cor. 12:12), which ceased
when the apostles were finished. This
passage in Hebrews looks at them as past;
we should not expect them again until the
Son returns to begin His kingdom.

What lessons should we learn from
Hebrews 2:1-4? First, that the Son’s
message concerns the future great salvation
in Hiskingdom. He and His apostles at first
announced that it was near, then said it
would come at Hisreturn. Hebrews 2:5
calsit “theworld to come.” That world is
the kingdom promised in the Beatitudes
(Matt. 5:3-10) and will be atime of blessing
such as we cannot imaginetoday. Itis
worth waiting for.

Second, God gave abundant evidence
that the Son’ s message was God’ s message.
He confirmed it with miracles showing His
own power and purposes. Aswewould
expect, He enabled Messiah (the Son) to do
all kinds of miracles needed for Messiah’'s
kingdom and to empower His apostlesto do
the same. Because of such evidence we are
confident. But we cannot insist on seeing
the same miracles today.

Third, in spite of such evidencethereisa
danger of drifting away. We must pay close
attention—not neglect—what God has said
through His Son. There isno other safe
harbor for our boat.
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MORE QUESTIONS

4= Summarize the five arguments that the “ salvation” in Hebrews 2:3 is still future. Then

learn the four indicated in Answers.

5.  In 2:5-16 Hebrews contrasts the Son’s work with that of the angels. It begins by
showing that not angels but man (that is, mankind) is destined to rule in the world to
come. Now read Hebrews 2:5-8. “Whereof we speak” (v. 5) means “which we are

speaking about.”

a.  How does Hebrews 2:5 make it clear that in the previous verses (such as, 1:6,8-
13,14; 2:3) the main theme was not the Son’ s present position but His future

kingdom?

b How does Hebrews show that rulership in that future world is not the destiny of
angels but of men? (Verse 5 isnot the proof but prepares for it.)

6.  Hebrews 2:9-16 showsthat only one man—namely, Jesus—has yet been crowned with
the glory God designed men for. Read those verses. “It became him” (v. 10) means “it
was fitting for God.” The main verb repeated in verse 16 is not “took on” but “takes

hold of [in order to help].”

a.  Inleading many men (“sons’) to that glory, what did the Son have to do?
b.  What did this suffering do for Him (2:10) and for them (2:14-15)?

7.  Hebrews 2:17-18 further explains why the Son had to experience suffering. The reason
given anticipates what will later be the longest part of the book. Read those two verses.

“Succor” (v. 18) means “help.”

a. What did His suffering qualify Him to be and do?
b.  Since Jesuswas divine, do you think He was really tempted to do wrong? (Give

proof for your answer.)

Asyou read the following commentary, notice three secondary reasons and one main reason why

the Son was made lower than the angels.

Superior in Hiswork, 2:5-18

In chapter 1 the evidence used to prove
the superiority of Christ to angelswas a
string of Scripture passages. HereitisHis
authority to be exercised over the earth as
Leader of redeemed humanity. Actually, the
author tells us that he is talking about the
same subject: “the world to come,
concerning which we are speaking” (2:5).

“The world to come” was acommon
topic of thought for Hebrew people in New
Testament times. The word translated
“world” literally meant the inhabited earth
(asin Luke 2:1). To Hebrews “theworld to

come” meant the future “days of the
Messiah, when He shall reign on the earth”
(quoted by Buxtorf, who is quoted by
Barnes on Heb. 2:5). A typica statement
said, “In the world to come the holy blessed
God will vivify the dead [that is, make them
live] and raise them from their dust” (Sohar,
folio 81). In other words, the world to come
will be the future kingdom of Messiah,
which the godly dead will enter by physi-
cally coming back to life. Notice that the
author of Hebrews does not define “the
world to come”; he knows the readers will
understand. Neither does he attempt to
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prove that there will be such aworld; he
assumes its coming. But he does prove that
when it comes it will be under the control of
man rather than angels.

His proof issimple: (1) God has given
man the authority to rule this earth, but man
hasfalled. (2) Jesus, the ideal man, will one
day bring the whole world into submission
to Himself and to other “sons.”

This proof begins at verse 6 and centers
on Psalm 8. The first words might give the
impression that the writer does not know the
Old Testament very well: “But one has
testified somewhere.” Of course, he knows
who said it and where it is found, but his
emphasisis on what was said.

The verses quoted, Psalm 8:4-6,
anticipate the time when Messiah will reign
as Leader of redeemed humanity. They
picture man as fulfilling God’ s original
purpose in making man: “let them have
dominion...over all the earth” (Gen. 1:26).
But Hebrews 2:8b-9 contrasts the situation
prophesied in Psalm 8 with the present:
what the psalm predicted has not yet
happened, and therefore must happen in the
world to come.

The two verbs for “see” should be
noticed. The verb in 2:8b describes the
general exercise of sight, whiletheverbin
verse 9 emphasizes asingle act of sight.
Thefirst looks around and does not see the
psalm fulfilled yet; the second is directed to
Jesus, the only man yet crowned.

Thus, Hebrews has proved that not
angels but men areto rule in the world to
come. Since man does not yet have the
complete dominion pictured in Psalm 8, he
will get it—through the Son—in that coming
age. Other New Testament passages (such
as, Matt. 25:34; 1 Cor. 15:25-28) also refer
to that future glory. Romans 8:18-25 says
that nature itself will be delivered (v. 21)
and that our bodies will be redeemed (that
is, raised in glory, v. 23).

Hebrews 2:9 is one of the few New
Testament verses where the death of Jesus
Christ isrelated to humansindividually. By
God’ s grace He tasted “ death for everyone.”
Thislooks at every single human being.

The point of 2:10-18 isthat the Lord did
not become a man and suffer to save angels
but in order to minister to mankind. It
begins with the word “for” (v. 10) because it
isan explanation of God's grace just
mentioned. “It became Him” meansit was
fitting for God the Father; it was He who
perfected Jesus as Savior.

How could God make perfect (KJV) one
who was aready perfect? He did not change
Him morally but in experience, not in His
deity but in His humanity. Until the Son
completed His earthly work, including His
suffering, He was not ready to be the Savior.
It isinteresting that His cry from the cross,
“Itisfinished” (John 19:30), isclosely
related to the verb “make perfect” in
Hebrews 2:10.

The word translated “author” (“captain,”
KJV) inverse 10 isthe same one used in
12:2. It describes Messiah as the Pathfinder
or Pioneer of salvation, that is, the one who
opens the path leading to that goal. Jesus
leads the way to the glory of rulership in the
world to come, which (asin 1:14 and 2:3) is
again called “salvation.”

Verses 11-13 show why this Leader is
suited to lead us to that glory. He not only
has power to sanctify us (that is, set us apart
for that glory); He also relates to the Father
infaith aswe do. Heis our Brother.

In verses 12-13 the writer uses three Old
Testament quotationsto illustrate the Lord's
association with man. Thefirstis Psalm
22:22, amessianic Psalm (see Ps. 22:1). In
it the exalted M essiah speaks, after His
sufferings, in the midst of His congregation,
the body of the redeemed ones.

Verse 13 contains the second and third
guotations: Isaiah 8:17 and 8:18. InIsaiah
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8:17 the prophet says he will put histrust in
the Lord. Just aslsaiah did, so also the
Messiah as a human rests His faith in God.
In Isaiah 8:18 Isaiah says that he and his
children are aliving picture of God’'s
message. So likewise, Jesusisidentified
with His family.

This part of the argument is summarized
inverse 14: The Son has shared in flesh and
blood with the other “children” who are to
inherit salvation (1:14; 2:10). Furthermore,
His humanity has made it possible for Him
to cancel the power of Satan. The great
evidence of Satan’s power is death; by His
own death and resurrection the Son has
overcome Satan’s power (see Matt. 16:18).

It is very important to note that the verb
trandated “ might render powerless’ (NASB)
does not mean “destroy” (KJV). Rather, it
means to make without effect, take away
power (see Luke 13:7; Romans 3:3,31;
4:14). Satan’s power isdtill seen, but itis
made without effect for believersin Christ
Jesus. How did Jesus accomplish this? By
partaking of flesh and blood just as the
“children” aready did, then passing through
the experience of death.

Verse 15 points to the terrible mastery
the fear of death holds over the world. “All
their lives’ emphasizes a continuing condi-
tion. Atno stagein life do they find an
escape from the dread of death.

Verse 16 reminds us of the reason why
the Lord Jesus had to do the things just
mentioned. It is because He gives help to
the seed of Abraham. Abrahamis
mentioned here because the divine blessing
must come through him (Gen. 12:3). His
“seed” means his spiritual descendants—
those who share hisfaith—as it does in
Galatians 3:29, where it says that such
people are heirs according to God' s promise.
It isthey, not the angels, who will inherit the
world to come.

With a*“therefore” (v. 17; “wherefore,”
KJV) the writer introduces the conclusion of
the whole paragraph of 2:10-18. Because of
His humanity Jesus became a merciful and
faithful High Priest. Verse 17 emphasizes
Hiswork of making men acceptable to
God—making “propitiation” (NASB;
“reconciliation,” KJV). Thisnoun “propitia-
tion” looks at the Son’ s death as it concerns
God; it means God is satisfied with it. Verse
18 stresses His ability to give power for
living.

To summarize, Hebrews 2:10-18
provides three secondary reasons for the
Son’sincarnation and sufferings. He
became a man, suffered, and died so that

1. God might perfect Him (v. 10b)

2. Hemight take away Satan’s power
over men (v. 14)

3. Hemight become a merciful and
faithful High Priest to make
propitiation for sins (v. 17).

All three of these accomplishments
enable Him to fulfill an even greater
purpose: to lead many sonsto the glory of
the world to come. Verse5 had stated that
the glory of ruling in the world to comeis
not designed for angels, implying that it is
designed for men. Verses 6-9 had proved
that point by quoting Psalm 8 and observing
that it is not fulfilled yet; only one man has
been crowned. Verse 10 had explained that
God'’ s design for “many sons’ will be
accomplished through this one Leader who
isnow perfected. So thisLord Jesus who
became a man to save men will one day rule
over the whole world—and His companions
will sharein Hisreign. Thisisthe reason
He was for alittle while made lower than
angels. Hiswork is greater than theirs.

What lessons should we learn from
Hebrews 2:5-18? First, that God has
subjected to humans the world to come.
God speaks of such future certainties as
though they were past. Hebrews 2 finds the
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proof of mankind' s future rule in the state-
ments of Psalm 8, which are “not yet” true.

If God' s purposes for man have not yet been
accomplished, they will be fulfilled in the
world to come. We who are the future rulers
should live accordingly.

Second, God's Son suffered in order to
bring many sons to that future glory. This
section gives several reasons for the Son’s
suffering: to taste death for us, to be
perfected, to make the devil powerless and
deliver us. These are all aspects of the main

ANOTHER QUESTION

purpose: to bring many sonsto the glory of
the world to come. Thisisthe Son’swork
that the angels cannot do. Heis our Leader
guiding usto glory. What an honor now!
What a hope for tomorrow!

Third, our Leader istruly human and has
experienced human life. In order to lead us,
He took to Himself the flesh and blood that
we already shared. He calls usbrothers. He
had to live by trusting God. Heislikeusin
every way except sin. He suffered and died.
What love He showed for us!

8.  Incommenting on the Son’s work, Hebrews 2 shows why the Son was made lower than

the angels and suffered.

a.  What are the three secondary reasons?
bx What isthe overall reason that shows the need for the others?

Now, prepare for the unit examination by making sure you can answer all the questions marked
=. Check yourself by answering the “objective questions’ at the beginning of each lesson. Then
practice by answering the following sample review questions. Thefirst eight questions are
multiple-choice and require that you put the letter for the best answer on the line before the

number.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

a) God has spoken in His Son.
b) God has spoken many times.

c) Jesusisthe brightness of God's glory.

d) Jesusis better than the angels.

a) Whom did God ever call “Son”?
b) What saith the Scripture?
c) Where does it ever say?

1.  Which statement best expresses the theme of Hebrews?

2. What isthe question introducing the first and last quotations in Hebrews 1:5-137?

d) To which of the angels did He ever say?

4. In Hebrews 1 this name refersto His

3. InHebrews 1 Jesus better nameis @) Christ b) Lord ¢) God d) Son.

a) divine nature b) right to rule c¢) human humility d) divinelove.

Hebrews
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5. According to Psalm 110, when will the Son inherit His kingdom?
a) at His birth into the family of David b) at His resurrection from the dead c) at
Pentecost d) when His enemies become His footstool

6. How long will Hiskingdom last? a) forever b) 7000 years c¢) 2000 years d) 1000
years

7. Whatisthe"savation” looked at in the Old Testament quotations of Hebrews 1:5-137?
a) heaven b) God'srulein men’'s hearts c) Christ’srule over the church d) Christ’s
future rule on earth

8.  To provethat man will rulein the world to come, Hebrews 2 shows that
a) seven Old Testament passages say so
b) Jesus is greater than the angelsin His person
¢) Psalm 8 predicts such rule but is not fulfilled yet
d) Jesus for awhile was made lower than the angels

9-10 What were the two main purposes for writing Hebrews?
0.
10.

11.  What was the main purpose for quoting the seven Old Testament passages in Hebrews
1:5-137?

12. What title did we give to the first warning in Hebrews?

13-16 What are four evidences that the “salvation” in Hebrews 2:3 is future?
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.  According to Hebrews 2, what is the main reason the Son became a man and suffered?

Have you prepared for the examination as instructed? Have you done well on the sample review
questions? If so, take unit 1 examination from memory. Do not forget to send in your first
reading report.
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Unit Two

L esson 4

What is the second main contrast? the second warning? the
evidence, according to Hebrews 3:14, that some will share with
Messiah? What isthat sharing called in the second warning
section? What are four ways the Son is better than Moses?

In Hebrews 1-2 we had the first main contrast in this book, between Jesus and the angels. They
were the supernatural spokesmen for the old covenant, and He was the Spokesman for the new
covenant. In Hebrews 3:1 to 4:13 we have the second main contrast, between the founders of the
two covenants. Asin the previous contrast, Jesus will be seen as better both in His person and in
Hiswork.

1.  Thisnext section of Hebrews discusses a divine promise that was turned down by
Moses generation but will be fulfilled by Jesus. God invites usto enter His “rest.”
Read Hebrews 3:1 to 4:13, listing all the facts you can find (at least six) about thisrest.
Then see Answers.

2. Reread Hebrews 3:1, which forms a bridge to this contrast and the next one. Thetitle
“Christ” isnot in the Greek; Heissimply called “Jesus.” “Of our profession” means
“whom we confess’” (N1V), that is, whom we publicly acknowledge as Lord.

a.  What doesthis verse call the readers? (The name it uses assumes but does not
guarantee that they were all Christians.)

b.  Thetwo titlesfor Jesusin this verse reflect the two main contrasts still to come.
What are the titles?

3.  Rereadthefirst part of this contrast: 3:1-6.

ax  With whom is Jesus compared here?

b. “Apostles’ are God's delegates, sent to represent Him (and, in this case, to
establish His covenants). Both Moses and the Son were such apostles. How were
they alike (v. 2)?

cx How isthe Son superior to Moses? (Seeif you can find four waysin vv. 3-6.
Three are fairly easy; another oneisimplied in 5b. Then learn those givenin
Answers.)

d. Asproof that we are the Son’s house, what two things must we hold fast unto the
end?

Read the commentary that follows, thinking why you prefer Jesus as apostle over Moses.
His Superiority To Moses, 3:1t0 4:13 servant through whom He gave the first

The second main comparison in covenant.
Hebrewsis of the Son to Moses, God’'s
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Superior in His person, 3:1-6

The “therefore” of verse 1 till looks at
Jesus as a man made like His brothers, asin
chapter 2. But how great aman! Greater
than Moses.

The readers are described in 3:1 as “holy
brethren [brothers], partakers of a heavenly
calling.” Thewriter of Hebrews considers
the vast majority of them as God' s children.
But he will again show (in 3:6, for example)
that the status of some is doubtful.
“Brothers’ are not aways believersin the
New Testament (see Acts 2:29; 22:1; 23:1).
They may even be “holy” (set apart)—like
the Israelites that God set apart from other
nations and brought out of Egypt with
Moses—yet unbelieving.

The Israelitesin Moses' day had a
“heavenly calling”—that is, an invitation
from God—to enter Canaan, but

in Hebrews 5-10 to Aaron, first high priest
under the old covenant. Hebrews 3:1
introduces both of these comparisons. The
comparison to Moses begins at once.

It isimportant to note the word
“confession” (“profession,” KJV) in verse 1.
It implies that the main issue in this book is
what people believe, not just what they do.

In verse 2 the similarity of Moses and
Jesusis pointed out. Both were faithful to
the One that appointed them (see Num. 12:7;
1 Cor. 4:2).

In verses 3-6 we see the following four
superiorities of Jesus to Moses:

Jesus' first superiority isoutlined in
verses 3-4: Heisthe Builder, who has more
glory than the house He built. Moses, of
course, is part of the house. Verse4 implies
that Jesus, the Builder, is God.

did not enter. Likewise, the
readers have been invited to the

great salvation and glory of the M oses
1. Part of the house (v. 2)

2. A servant (v. 5)

3. IN the house (v. 5)

4. Hetedtifiedtoacoming Heisthe fulfillment. (v. 5)
reality. (v.5)

world to come, as we have seenin
chapters 1 and 2 (see 1:14;
2:3,5,8,10). How will they
respond?

In 3:1 Jesusis said to be both

Hebrews 3:1-6: Jesus Superior in Person to Moses

Jesus
Builder of the house (vv. 3-4)
A Son (v. 6)
OVER the house (v. 6)

“Apostle” and “High Priest.” The

word apostle refers to someone sent with
delegated authority (see Matt. 10:1-2), that
is, authority that really belongsto the
sender. All true prophets were apostles,
because they were sent from God with His
authority. Since the Lord Jesus was also
sent from God to man (see John 3:34; 5:36-
37; 20:21; Gal. 4:4), He isthe Apostle of
new covenant faith. Assuch Heis
compared in Hebrews 3-4 to Moses, who
was sent as God' s apostle to Isragl with the
law.

A priest, in contrast, goes from man to
God. Under the new covenant Jesus also
fulfills this office; He represents believers
before God. As such He will be compared

The other three superioritiesare seenin
verses 5-6. These verses move from the
building of the house to the ways in which
Moses and Jesus are related to the house.
Verse 5 says that Moses gave “atestimony
of those things which were to be spoken
after”—that is, of the things later spoken by
the Son about the great salvation in the
world to come (see 1:2; 2:1,3,5). In short,
Moses ministry pointed to and would be
fulfilled by the Son’ s better ministry.

Verse 6 helpsidentify the Son’s house,
showing that we also are part of it. Appar-
ently His house includes the redeemed of all
ages (11:40; 12:22-23; Gal. 3:16,29). The
last part of verse 6 warns, “whose house we
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are, if we hold fast our confidence and the
boast of our hope firm until the end”
(NASB). Doesthis mean that one can lose
his salvation? No, it smply means that by
continuing in faith we give proof that God
has chosen us (see 3:14; 1 John 2:19; Cal.
1:23). One who abandons his profession of
faith in Christ demonstrates that he has
never really been born again. Theologians
state this in technical language: “Persever-
anceisamark of election,” meaning that by
continuing faithful we give evidence that
God chose us.

What isthe “hope” true believers rejoice
in? Hope always has to do with the future
(Rom. 8:24-25). Our hopeisthe salvation-
glory of the world to come, as seenin
Hebrews 1-2. We can read about this same
hope of future glory, thought of as salvation,
in Romans 5:2, 9-10.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 3:1-6? First, that every one of
God' s servants can be faithful. Moses and
the Son were both faithful to Him who
appointed them. Even though the Sonisfar
greater than Moses, Moses was also

MORE QUESTIONS

important. Being part of the Son’s house
does not take away our importance as
individuals. At whatever level we function,
God wants us to be faithful—to keep on
fulfilling the purposes He made us for.

Second, we should see the Son whenever
we read the Old Testament. Moses' books
(Genesis through Deuteronomy) are the
foundation for al the Old Testament. Since
Moses testified about the Son’s later revela-
tion, the whole Old Testament glorifies the
Son. We should see this when we study.

Third, being part of a group who confess
Jesus does not guarantee salvation. Notice
how the author warns the Hebrews. They
are “holy brethren who share in the heavenly
calling” and even confess Jesus as Apostle
and High Priest. Yet, they are God’s house
only if they “hold fast the confidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.”
Let us be sure not to trust in our group mem-
bership or even in amoment of confession.
True believers continue their confidence and
hopein Christ. Thisdoes not earn salvation
for them, but it does prove that they have
saving faith.

4.  Thecommentary says that our hope is “the salvation-glory of the world to come, as
seen in Hebrews 1-2.” Look up the promise in Romans 5:2, 9-10 and tell how it says

the same thing.

5.  Not everyone who hears the Son will share with Him. Read Hebrews 3:7-19, the
second main warning. “Provocation” (vv. 8,15) means “rebellion.” “Wilderness’ (vv.
8,17) means “desert.” “Tempted” (v. 9) means “tested.” Verse 16 should have two
guestions: “For who provoked Him?...did not all those who came out of Egypt led by

Moses?’

a.  What does this passage warn us not to do?

b Give this second warning your own title. Then learn the onein Answers.
c.  According to the Psalm (95) quoted, how did Israel test God in the desert?
d. What was (or wasto be) the “rest” they were not allowed to enter?

e.  What should we do daily aslong asit is caled “ Today”?

Hebrews
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6.  Hebrews 3:14 can be trandated, “ For we have become Messiah’' s partnersif we
maintain firm until the end the confidence we started with.” “Partners’ isthe same
word in Greek as “fellows” in 1:9, referring to those who will sharein the Lord’srule.
a.  InHebrews 3:14 the author has switched from “entering into rest” to an

expression that means the same. What expression?
b How do we know if we will share with Messiah? (What evidence should we

show?)

Read the commentary that follows, thinking about the serious nature of disbelief.

The danger of disbelief, 3:7-19

In chapters 3 and 4 Hebrews is contrast-
ing the Son to Moses. This section follows
the same pattern as the section that
contrasted Him to the angels:

1. It showsHeisgreater in His person and

position (3:1-6).

2. It pausesto warn the readers (3:7-19).
3. It showsHeisgreater in Hiswork (4:1-

13).

The second warning, which we now
consider, concerns the danger of disbelief
(3:7-19). Weare using “disbelief” to mean
serious unbelief.

The background of this passage is
Israel’ s experience at Kadesh Barnea (Num.
14). Because of what happened there,
Moses could not bring his people into the
Promised Land. But Jesusisthe new Moses
who, as chapter 4 will show, does bring His
peopleinto rest.

The “therefore” of verse 7 looks back
and looks forward. It looks back to Jesus
personal superiority over Moses—already
proved—and introduces another “much
more” argument. |If disobeying Moses
brought calamity (Num. 14), how much
more will disobeying the Son bring
calamity!

“Therefore” also looks forward to a
conclusion—what we should do—in verse
12. We should “take care” (“take heed,”
KJV), awarning we will examine later. All
the words in between—that is, 7b-11—are
parenthetical (see the diagram).

Parenthetical Quotation in Hebrews 3

V. 7a (vv. 7b-11) v.12
Therefore  (asthe Spirit said  Take care

in Psalm 95)

Now let us consider this parenthetical
section (3:7b-11) between “therefore” and
the conclusion. This section quotes some of
King David’ s words from Psalm 95, words
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Psalm 95isin
two parts. Thefirst part isacall to worship
(95:1-7a). The second part (95:7b-11), the
part quoted in Hebrews 3, isawarning
against disobeying God. The psalmist
warned them not to repeat what had
happened to Israel centuries earlier, in the
“provocation...in the wilderness’ (v. 8,
KJV). Hementioned two events. Thefirst,
related in Exodus 17, took place at Meribah
(meaning “quarrel”) and Massah (meaning
“test”) soon after the Exodus. The second
event, described in Numbers 14, took place
at Kadesh Barnea, where the wilderness
sojourn should have ended. Their forty
years wandering, which followed, was a
result of Israel’ s provoking and testing God,
and their own hardness of heart.

Back to Hebrews 3. In verse 8 the literal
Greek says“in the provocation” (asin KJV),
meaning “when they provoked Me”
(NASB). Isragl’s rebellious spirit, provok-
ing God and putting Him to the test, came to
aclimax at Kadesh Barnea. Asaresult, God
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swore that they would not enter Hisrest (v.
11).

Verses 9-10 show that one can see God's
works and yet not know His ways—as was
true of Israel. How serious!

Finally we get to the warning in 3:12.
Notice the following. (1) “Any one’
(NASB; KJV has*“any”) looks at individuals
in the group (see dso v. 13). Among the
“brethren” some individuals are in danger of
not entering the promised rest. (2) The
danger isthat of “departing” (KJV). The
NASB has“falling away,” but the Greek
verb implies stronger action. Thisverb,
used in 1 Timothy 4:1, is built on the same
stem from which the noun apostasy is
derived. It describes a deliberate, decisive
departure. (3) The departureisfrom “the
living God.” The danger, in short, is
apostasy and not just unworthiness—not just
missing the Lord’ s high standards but giving
up one's profession of Christ.

Now we are better prepared to under-
stand verse 13. Instead of “falling away” or
departing from the living God, the body of
believersisto “encourage” (KJV has
“exhort”) one another. Thisisthe same
command asin Hebrews 10:25. The Greek
tense of the verb “encourage’ implies the
need for doing this continually.

But what ismeant by “Today”? Itisthe
present time of opportunity, of invitation to
enter the “rest.” And as at Kadesh, our
decision will be final; there will be no
“tomorrow.” When Isragl attempted to
reverse its decision the very next day, it was
too late (see Num. 14:40-45).

In Hebrews the emphasisis once again
on the failure of certain individualsin the
group (“any one of you”). The entire body
of professing believersis not in danger, only
certain ones.

Verse 14 explains the need for the
warning. Itisthe sameteaching asin verse
6 (adso Cal. 1:23; 1 John 2:19; Matt. 13:3-

9,18-23; Luke 8:13): we show that God has
chosen us when we continue in the faith.
The elect will endure (see Rom. 8:29-30).

Are not believers eternally secure? Of
course. “Who will bring a charge against
God'select?” (Rom. 8:33). Nevertheless,
we dare not overlook the other side of this
coin: that the elect do continue in their faith.
There is no other absolutely certain human
evidence of who they are.

“Partakers of Christ” (3:14) refersto
those who share with Messiah in His coming
kingdom. The same people were referred to
by the same Greek word for “ partakers’ in
1:9 (“companions,” NASB; “fellows,”
KJV). Later they were called “heirs of
salvation” (1:14; 2:10) and “many sons’ that
God brings to the “glory” (2:10) of “the
world to come” (2:5).

Verses 16-18 give three reasons why the
endurance of faith isneeded. (1) A begin-
ning does not guarantee success (v. 16).

(2) Unbelief angers God (v. 17). (3) Dis-
obedience results in judgment (v. 18).

Verse 19 isasummary statement:

Israel’ s disobedience was caused by
unbelief. They started with God but didn’t
really believein Him. In unbelief they
looked back longingly to Egypt (Num. 14:3-
4; Acts 7:39; Heb. 11:15) and looked ahead
fearfully to the difficulties before them
(Num. 13:31 to 14:20). God brought them
to the door, but they would not enter.
Because this unbelief had rebellionin it, we
arecalling it “disbelief.”

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 3:7-19? First, even people familiar
with God’ s works may be in danger of
hardening their hearts. God favored Israel
above al nations. Herevealed His power
and love, delivering them from Egypt and
sustaining them in the desert. They seemed
to follow Him at first but let sin harden their
hearts. Asaresult, they did not learn God’'s
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ways. Let usexhort anyone who through sin
today may be hardening his heart.

Second, we must fear disbelief because
it is exceedingly sinful. Disbelief results
from sin and leads to more sin. It amounts
to departing from the living God. InlIsrael’s
case it angered God and caused Him to
refuse them entrance into the promised rest.
It can do the same today.

ANOTHER QUESTION
7.  Why isdisbelief such agreat sin?

Third, those who both start and continue
with God are Messiah’s partners. These are
the “many sons’” who will share the glory of
Messiah’s rule during the world to come
(1:9; 2.5,10). If we know we will rule with
Him then, it becomes easier to suffer with
Him now.

Lesson 5

What isthe “ rest” in Hebrews 3-4? (Give four arguments.) Can
you give the outline of Hebrews, with subdivisions and references,

through 10:18?

1.  Thenegative warning in chapter 3 changes into a more positive emphasisin 4:1-13.
These verses show us Jesus work as Apostle of the new covenant—particularly the
goal He will take usto. Read the first two verses of chapter 4, then answer. “Come
short” (v. 1) isleft indefinite in Greek, which does not have “of it.” Instead of “gospel”

(v. 2), read “good news.”

a.  According to 4:1, what are we in danger of missing?

b. Hebrews4:2 saysthat the “good news” was preached to us as well asto the Jews
that came out of Egypt with Moses. This seems to mean that the message was
essentially the same to both groups. (Verse 6 saysit was “first preached” to
them.) Yet, the message did not profit them because of their lack of faith. What
good news did they hear but not believe?

Read Hebrews 4:3-11, which mixes encouragement with exhortation. This paragraph

shows that the “rest” Israel rejected but that Messiah will giveis the same as God' s rest

after creation. “If they shall enter” (vv. 3,5) means “they shall not enter,” asin 3:11—

which has the same Greek words. “Jesus’ (v. 8) isthe Greek name for Joshua, Moses

successor. “Let uslabor” (v. 11) means “let us make every effort.”

ax Thereisan expression used several timesin Hebrews 3:11 to 4:11 that identifies
what we will do when we share with Messiah. What is that expression? (It was

b.  Hebrews 4:3 shows that, indeed, some of us can be sure of entering that rest.

2.
what Israel missed.)
Who can be sure?
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3. Read Hebrews 4:12-13. “Quick” (v. 12) means “living.” These verses remind us that
our true attitude cannot be hidden from God. The same Word that invited usinto God's
rest (that is, the Word made visible and touchable in the Son) also penetrates to our
innermost being and lays us bare to God’ s judgment. What difference does this make

to you?

Remember that the objectives for each lesson are indicated by questions just below the lesson
number. Asyou read the commentary, watch for answersto the first objective for thislesson,

that is, the meaning of “rest.”

Superior in Hiswork, 4:1-13

Hebrews now resumes the contrast of
Jesus with Moses. It shows that He will
givetherest Moses did not give. The
thought begins with the word “therefore”
(4:1). Thismeansthat we are similar to
Israel at Kadesh Barnea (3:15-19); let us not
do what they did.

“Lest...any of you should seem to come
short” (4:1) does not mean that some only
give the appearance of coming short. The
verb trandated “ seem” sometimes describes
the actual situation (asin 1 Cor. 11:16; Luke
8:18). Therefore, it isright to trandlate, “be
found to have fallen short” (NIV, emphasis
added). Coming short isareal danger.

“Coming short” (seethe sameverbin
12:15) accurately describes Jews who failed
to hold to their confessions of faith in Jesus
and turned back to Judaism. They would
indeed come short of the promised rest.

The good news of entering God' s rest
had been preached to the readers of Hebrews
just asit had been in Moses' day (4:2).
What had been offered in Moses' day? In
some sense the Promised Land, because that
was what they did not enter (4:6).

But when verse 3 saysthat believers do
enter, can that also refer to the Promised
Land? Logically it should, since the good
news is the same for us as for them (4.6).
Someone might object that the present tense
of the verb “enter” means that we have
already entered. But thisobjectionis mis-
taken. The present tense is often used of

something certain to happen in the future.
Thisiscalled “futuristic present.” For
example, read Luke 20:35-36 with its
futuristic presents written with all-capital
letters. These verseslook at those who will
take part in the resurrection as aready
having done so:

They...neither MARRY, nor ARE
GIVEN in marriage: neither CAN they
DIE any more for they ARE equal unto
the angels; and ARE the children of
God, being the children of the
resurrection.

Now read the same thing with the
futuristic presents changed to future:

They...WILL neither MARRY nor BE
GIVEN in marriage: neither WILL they
BE ABLE TO DIE any more: for they
WILL BE equa unto the angels; and
WILL BE the children of God, being the
children of the resurrection.

Similarly, the beginning of Hebrews 4:3
could be rewritten,

For we who have believed WILL
ENTER therest [just mentioned].

This leaves open the possibility that the rest
still means the Promised Land under certain
conditions. The following verses show that
thisinterpretation is correct.

Verses 4-10 show that the promised rest
isrelated to God'srest in Genesis2:2 and is,
in fact, an extension of it. Noticethe main
points of the argument.

Hebrews
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Verse 4 quotes Genesis 2:2 to show that
God rested on the seventh day, the Sabbath,
from Hisworks of creation. Verse5 quotes
Psalm 95:11 to show that He refused to let
Moses generation enter Hisrest. This
refusal implies (according to vv. 6-7) that
from the beginning He intended for man to
enter (see Matt. 25:34); otherwise, He would
have said nothing about entering. Therefore,
Helong afterward (in David' stime) men-
tions another day of opportunity: “Today.”
It isimportant to notice that God’ s people
had not yet entered God' s rest—that rest
was still future.

But didn't Moses' successor Joshua give
Israel that rest? Verse 8, by saying “if
Joshua had” (NASB, N1V), makesit clear
that he did not. (KJV keeps the Greek form
of hisname, “Jesus.”) Joshuadid lead Israel
in the conquest of the Promised Land, but it
was no longer God'srest. That opportunity
had passed. When Israel had refused, God
had withdrawn His offer. This means that
the Promised Land could be God' srest only
under certain conditions, only as the center
of His eternal kingdom. In Joshua sday it
was gtill apicture of that rest (Josh. 1:13,15;
11:23; 21:44,; 22:4; 23:1; Deut. 12:10) but
was not the rest itself.

Verses 7-8 also show that the promise
was not fulfilled in David’s day either!
David's appeal in Psalm 95 wasfor his
people to enter afuture rest.

The conclusion to this paragraph isin
verses 9-10. Verse 9 says that the promised
rest ill “remains’ today; that is, it still
exists as our hope (see the same verb in
10:26). That restisapromise for the future,
though we can prepare for it now (see Heb.
11:39-40).

The word trandlated literally as
“Sabbath rest” (NASB) inverse 9isthe
Greek word sabbatismos, used only here in
the New Testament. Thisword reflects a
view held by many Jews at that time, that

the Sabbath will come to fulfillment in the
kingdom age. Human history will corre-
spond to God'’ s creation week: after “six
days’ (in thisview symbolizing six thousand
years) of labor there will be “one day” (that
is, one thousand years—a millennium) of
rest. Thisdoes not mean that His kingdom-
rest will come to an end. In the creation
account (Gen. 1-2) each day has an ending
except the seventh; so that future Sabbath
will not end but will introduce God' s eternal
day.

Thus, as Paul saysin Colossians 2:16-
17, “sabbath days...are a shadow of things
to come.” For the first two centuries of
church history, most if not all Christians
shared the Jewish belief just described.
They looked forward to aliteral Millennium,
during which the Promised Land will be the
center of Messiah’s worldwide government.
They took at face value such prophecies as
Isaiah 2:1-4. (For further study, see John
5:16-17 and discussions of the Sabbath in
theological dictionaries.)

Verse 10 concludes the argument of
verses 4-10 by showing why “sabbath-rest”
isagood name for what “remains’ for
God' s people. It does this by comparing
thoughts from the two Old Testament
passages being considered: (1) Psalm 95:11,
used in most of this section (chs. 3-4) about

Hebrews 4:10: Describing Christian Hope

The Person What That Person Does
Hewho enters “rests from his own work”
God'srest just as God did.
(words adapted (words quoted
from Ps. 95:11) from Gen. 2:2)

the Son and Moses; and (2) Genesis 2:2,
used in the current paragraph (4:4-10). By
adapting key words from Psalm 95:11 it
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pictures a person: “hewho enters God's
rest” (NIV). Then, by quoting from Genesis
2:2, it gives, in effect, adefinition of that
rest: “‘restsfrom his own work,” just as
God did” (NIV).

“He who enters God' s rest” does not
refer to any definite person or time; the
Greek form is indefinite (see the same form
in John 16:2 and Matt. 23:20-22). But when
such a person does exigt, it can be said that
he has rested as God did on the first
Sabbath.

What kind of works did God rest from
on that first Sabbath? Good and productive
works, works of creation. So God's rest
cannot picture asinner’s ceasing from
wickedness—or even from his own “good
works’—in order to find justification.
Instead, it pictures what awaits the saints
(the “people of God,” v. 9) in the coming
kingdom. If so, the “rest” isthe same as the
future salvation (1:14), the glory of the
world to come (2:5,10). Today we must
continue to “labor” (6:10) and “strive”
(12:4), but the promised rest will come.

It is evident that none of us has yet
rested in the way God did at the end of
creation week (Gen. 2:2). But assurely as
He finished His work, then rested and
rejoiced in it, so shall we at the end of this
age. Let usbe diligent to enter “that [future]
rest” (v. 11).

What will happen to true believers who
died when this rest was not being offered?
God will raise them from the dead so that
they can take part, too.

In 4:11-13 the warning of 3:12-13 and
4:1isrepeated. Once again the emphasisis
on individuals (“anyone”) in the group who,
like the Israelites of Kadesh Barnea, were so
close and yet so far.

The“for” beginning verse 12 shows that
it explains the need for the warning of verse
11. Those who reject God' srest will face
His judgment.

Meaning Of The“Rest” In Hebrews 3-4
Because of the difficulty of this subject,
let us restate our understanding of the “rest”
referred to in these chapters. On the surface
it would seem that three “rests’ arein view:

1. Canaanrest, that is, the “rest” that
Moses generation missed (see Heb.
3:11,18-19). The following generation
entered the land under Joshua and
obtained “rest” (Deut. 12:9; Josh. 11:23;
21:44; 22:4; 23:1) but not the rest
promised to the earlier generation (see
Hebrews 4:8).

2. Sabbath rest, which was God’ srest on
the seventh day after creating everything
(see Heb. 4:4,10; Gen. 2:2-3; Exod.
20:11).

3. Therest promised to believers today (see
Heb. 4:1,3,6,8-11).

But though these three may look differ-
ent, Hebrews 3-4 considers them basically
the same. The good news about entering
was preached both to Moses' generation and
to us (4:2). Hebrews 4:4-10 specifically
identifies our rest and Canaan rest as God's
Sabbath rest. Isragl missed the opportunity
to enter that rest—even under Joshua—but
“after solong atime” (4:7) there is “another
day” of invitation (4:8).

What is this promised rest to which we
areinvited? Many take it to be eternal
blessing in heaven. But this view cannot
explain (1) how our promised rest isrelated
to the one Israel missed nor (2) why some-
times the rest has not even been offered
(between the times of invitation).

A second view isthat the promised rest
isthe present experience of rest and peace
available to Christians who attain it.
Advocates of this view often call this
experience “faith/rest,” in which believers
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rest from fleshly labors. But again, (1) how
isthisrelated to therest Israel missed? And
(2) how does this view fit with the strong
danger implied in 4:11-13? Doesfailure to
enjoy faith/rest condemn a Christian to
serious punishment? Also, (3) how isour
resting from fleshly labors similar to God's
resting from His works of creation?

The best view says that the rest being
discussed in Hebrews describesthe Lord’s
coming kingdom centered in the Holy Land.
Consider some of the many evidences
supporting this interpretation. The first four
are the strongest.

1. By using Psalm 95 asits basis, Hebrews
3:7 t0 4:13 shows that the “rest” isthe
same in both passages. Psalm 95in
detail, including its warning, is seen as
directed to us. Therefore, since the
“rest” it saysIsrael missed in Moses
generation involved the Holy Land, so
does ours. The same good news about
entering was, much later, preached to us
aswell asto them (4:2).

2. Thefact that the invitation ceased and
was later renewed (“another day”) shows
that the “rest” must be agoal of history
rather than a continuous condition.
Hebrews 4:7-8 says that because those
first invited did not enter, “after so long
atime” David spoke of “another day,”
that is, a second distinct period, of
invitation. Whether that new invitation
began in David’ stime or at some other
time, it was still distinct from the first
invitation. Neither Moses nor Joshua
had given such rest. It was not some-
thing always available and always
offered, like justification or going to
heaven. Rather, it is something long-
anticipated, like the coming kingdom.

3. By identifying this“rest” with God’'s
Sabbath rest (especialy in 4:4-10),

Hebrews points directly to the kingdom.
The Sabbath is a shadow of what isto
come. And the specia Greek termin
Hebrews 4:9 (sabbatismos) reflects the
Jewish and New Testament view that the
Sabbath will be fulfilled in the kingdom.
This same interpretation of the Sabbath
and therest isfound in Christian
literature written as early as the begin-
ning of the second century (Epistle of
Barnabas).

4. By using “partakersof Christ” as
equivalent to entering the “rest” (3:14),
Hebrews echoes what it said earlier
about the kingdom. The same word here
trandated “ partakers’ isused in 1.9
referring to those who will share with
Messiah in His kingdom. Later these
people are called “ heirs of salvation”
(1:14; 2:10) and “many sons’ that God
bringsto the “glory” (2:10) of “the
world to come” (2:5).

5. Thedescription in 4:10 of the person
“who enters God’ srest” has not been
fulfilled yet. Such aperson “rests from
his own work just as God did.”

6. The Old Testament describes the
kingdom in terms of a glorious rest (see
Ps. 132:12-14; |sa. 11:10; 14:3; 32:18;
Ezek. 34:15).

7. Psalm 95, the Old Testament basis for
Hebrews 3:7 to 4:10, is an enthronement
psalm looking ahead to Messiah’ sreign.

8. Hebrews4:1 saysthat a“promise” isleft
to enter that rest. A promise refersto the
future (see 4:8; 11:39).

9. Hebrews 4:9 saysthat thisrest “re-
mains,” which also refers to the future.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 4:1-13? First, that God has
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ordained that believers will enter His rest.
This means that we will enjoy with Him the
new creation when it is complete. We will
rest from our works as God did on the first
Sabbath. It will be a Sabbath-keeping far
greater than the original Sabbath. Isragl was
required to keep the Sabbath partly asasign
of that future rest God is preparing. We take
pains to enter that rest when we make sure
we believe God’ s Word through His Son.

MORE QUESTIONS

Second, we can fool men but we cannot
fool God. The same Word that invites usto
God'srest will aso judge us. It penetrates
to our deepest motives.

Third, the Son’swork is greater than
Moses work. Hewill givetherest that
Israel missed under Moses and even under
Joshua. Let us be sure we benefit from His
work.

4.  When Israel refused to enter God' s rest, His offer was withdrawn. Though Joshua later
took them into the Promised Land, it was no longer “God’' s rest. How does Hebrews

prove this? (4:8)

5. Read Isaiah 2:1-4 and tell where Messiah will rule.

6.  Look again at the explanation of Hebrews 4:10. According to this verse, what will be

true of us when we enter God' s rest?

7.  What word in verse 11 indicates that we have not yet entered the rest?

8x a

What meaning for the “rest” in Hebrews 3-4 have we presented?

b.  What are the four strongest arguments for that meaning? Say them in your own

words.

9 Look at the outline of Hebrews on page 7. Then copy and memorize the “ Prologue”
line, thefirst division line (I. The Superiority...) and the three subdivisions (A,B,C) of

division |, all with references.

10.  Areyou certain that you will join God in His glorious rest?

L esson 6

What is the third major contrast in Hebrews? What were two
qualifications Jesus fulfilled in order to be High Priest? What does
Hebrews 4:14-16 encourage us to do?

In chapters 1-4 the Son has been compared to the angels and to Moses. Next (in 4:14 to 10:18)
He is compared to Aaron, the first high priest of the old covenant. After amgjestic introduction
to this subject (in 4:14-16), we will again consider His person (chs. 5-7) and Hiswork (8:1 to

10:18).
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1. Readtheintroduction, in 4:14-16. “Into” (v. 14) should be “through.” Verse 14 begins
the contrast of Jesus and Aaron. Aaron once ayear passed through the parts of a man-
made tabernacle to reach God’ s earthly throne. Jesus passed through the heavens
themselves, to reach God' s heavenly throne.

a.  Indicating the theme of the next chapters, verse 14 repeats four key words from

3:1b. What are they?

b.  Why isour High Priest able to sympathize with us (and therefore help us)?

c. What do you think it means that God’ s throne is here called “the throne of grace”?
d= To summarize, what does Hebrews 4:14-16 encourage us to do?

ex Toreview, what isthe third magjor contrast in Hebrews?

2. Inregardto our High Priest’s person, the first consideration is His appointment to the
priesthood, in 5:1-10. Read those verses, then answer.
a.  Hebrews5:1 mentions the reason for having ahigh priest. What isit?
b Hebrews 5:1-3 shows one qualification for becoming high priest; verse 4 shows

another. What are they?

c. Hebrews5:5-10 shows, in reverse order, how the Son fulfilled both these qualifi-
cations. What words quoted from the Old Testament clearly show that God called

Him?

d. The Son’ssufferings were real and sometimes severe. The example given here
seems to be His extreme agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, when in His human
weakness He cried out to be spared, and received strength (v. 7). What did He
learn and what did He become through such suffering?

Now, read the commentary that follows, thinking why you are grateful for such a High Priest.

His Superiority To Aaron, 4:14 to 10:18
Having contrasted Jesusto Moses in
chapters 3-4, Hebrews now contrasts Him to
Aaron, first head of the Levitical priesthood.
This comparison is very long, five and a half

chapters, showing its great importance.

Introduction, 4:14-16

These verses anticipate the practical
value of the next section. We have a priest
at God'sthrone: Jesus, God's Son. There-
fore, we should not abandon our allegiance
to Him but should through Him constantly
find the divine help we need.

The Lord Jesus has a better position than
Aaron or Aaron’s successors ever had,
because He has passed through the heavens
and taken His place at the Father’ sright
hand. This concept is developed more fully
in8:1-5and 9:11-12, 23-24.

One of the key verbsin Hebrews is have.
It isused over and over (see 4:14-15; 5:14;
6:18-19; 8:1; 10:19,34; 12:1,28; 13:10,18).
In this passage what we have is agreat High
Priest (v. 14), great in His position and
mercy (compare 2:17).

It isimportant to observe from verse 14
that the issue is not simply conduct but
“confession” (NASB), trandlating the same
Greek word asin 3:1. Some of the readers
were in danger of doctrinal apostasy, of
throwing off their profession of Christ and
lapsing into Judaism. Apparently (vv. 15-
16) they were undergoing heavy pressure to
leave Christianity. Verse 15, introduced by
“for,” explains why they should hold their
confession. They should hold it because
believers have this High Priest in heaven

Lesson 6

Hebrews



who truly understands their temptations
since He experienced them.

What does it mean that Jesus was
“tempted in all things’? Not that He had
every possible temptation. Though fully
human, He did not have a sin nature, which
in our case produces some of our tempta-
tions. Neither did He experience the frustra-
tions of a blind person or the pressures of
marriage. What does it mean, then?
Probably, that He felt the full force or
measure of temptations. He bore 100% of
testing, arating no other human could attain
without sinning. It may also mean that He
experienced temptations of every general
type.

Verse 16 tellswhat is the evidence that a
person holds fast to his confession. “Let us
come” is Greek present tense to indicate
continual action. Continual coming to Him
in prayer is the clearest demonstration of our
faithin Christ. Faith has confidence
(“boldly”) to come near to God'’ s throne.
Thisthrone, in contrast to verses 12-13, has
become a throne of grace, where mercy and
grace are given out. Under the old covenant
it was death for anyone other than the high
priest to enter the Holy of Holies, now it is
disaster to remain outside.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 4:14-16? First, that through our
High Priest we have access to God' s throne
and Hisresources. Our High Priest is one of
us; Hisnameis Jesus. And Heis one with
God, being His Son. He has passed through
the heavens to reach God' s throne and sit
there. Because of Him we now have confi-
dence to approach that throne. Let us
approach it constantly.

Second, we should think of God’ s throne
asthe throne of grace. The High Priest
seated there has shared our experiences and
isnow our Representative. We can go to
that throne not only when all iswell but also

in time of need. Let us approach with
assurance of getting help.

Superior in Hisperson, 5:1to 7:28

Asin earlier contrasts, Hebrews will first
compare Jesus to Aaron in His person, then
in Hiswork. Inregard to His person, the
first concern isto show on what basis He
became a priest. Hebrews 5:1-10 givesthe
prerequisites for priesthood (vv. 1-6) and
how Jesus filled them (vv. 7-10).

There are two prerequisites for becom-
ing apriest: (1) he must participatein
human feelings and weaknesses (vv. 1-3)
and (2) he must be divinely appointed (vv.
4-6).

The second requirement, given in verse
4, looks back to Exodus 28:1 and 1 Chron-
icles 23:13. Several men attempted to take
upon themselves this priestly office and
were severely judged for it: Korah (Num.
16), Saul (1 Sam. 13), and Uzziah (2 Chron.
26).

In verses 5-6 two Old Testament quota-
tions prove that the priest for the messianic
kingdom was also to be chosen by God. The
first of theseis Psalm 2:7, and the second is
Psalm 110:4. In both of these psams as a
whole, the One seen as priest turns out to be
the King (Messiah) Himself. InPsam 2:7
Heiscaled “Son,” implying that as priest
He has direct accessto God as Father. In
Psalm 110:4 the emphasisis on the duration
and order of His priesthood. This second
quotation will become the basis for much of
the following discussion.

Verses 7-10 show that the Lord Jesus
meets perfectly the two prerequisites for the
priesthood. Inverses 7-9 Heis portrayed in
His manhood meeting the first qualification.
It seems that His “loud crying and tears” (v.
7) look back to Gethsemane. His prayersin
Gethsemane did not keep Him from dying.
What, then, did they accomplish? At least
He “was heard” and strengthened (v. 9;
Luke 22:43). And if the trandation “out of
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death” (NASB margin, v. 7) is correct rather
than “from death,” it may mean that His
prayers were a means to His deliverance by
the resurrection. In that case, His resurrec-
tion proved that He was heard.

The emphasisin these versesisthat “He
learned obedience from the things which He
suffered” (v. 8). Not that He learned to be
obedient—which He already was—but what
the path of obedienceislike.

Verse 9isintroduced with “And having
been made perfect.” Having completed His
ministry and suffering on this earth, He was
fully qualified to be High Priest. The same
Greek verb (to perfect) has the same mean-
ing in 2:10 (trandlated “ make perfect”) and
7:28 (trandated “is consecrated”). There-
fore, He has become the source or cause of
eternal salvation for those who obey Him.
Although “source” is different from the
word translated “author” in Hebrews 2:10,
the concept of the two versesissimilar. In
both verses “salvation” refers to the goal to
which He leads us, that is, the glory of the
world to come (the future kingdom).

MORE QUESTIONS

Verse 10 shows that Messiah fits the
second qualification for apriest. The verb
“being designated” (“called,” KJV) isused
only herein the New Testament. Messiah
has been named or designated by God to be
apriest according to the order of Melchi-
zedek.

What practical lessons can we learn from
Hebrews 5:1-10? Oneisthat the ability to
give great service may have to be earned
through great sacrifice. To become High
Priest, the Son shared our weaknesses. He
learned obedience; He prayed with loud
crying and tears. Such experience enables
Him to deal gently with the ignorant and
misguided. We cannot expect to help others
as He does unless we suffer as He did.

Another lesson: It is God who promotes
to true spiritual leadership. There are men
who make themselves priests. But even
Messiah did not promote Himself to such an
honor; He waited for God to giveit.
Likewise, itisall right for usto desirea
leadership position but wrong to grasp it
ahead of God's time.

3. According to Psalms 2 and 110, Messiah was to be a special kind of priest. What kind?

4.  What does it mean that He was “ perfected” ?

5. Now, read rapidly through the entire book of Hebrews, preparing to make the following
list. When you finish, write your name and “Reading Report 2 - Prayer in Hebrews’ on
apaper. Then list at least five lessons that you saw about prayer. Remember that

“drawing near” to God refersto prayer.
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Lesson 7

What isthe third warning? What prompted it? Which of the six
“foundation” teachings has to be fromthe Old Testament? Who are
described as having fallen away (6:6)? What did God swear to
Abraham that gives us hope?

Before continuing his argument about Messiah’s priesthood, the author pauses for a
third warning, in Hebrews 5:11 to 6:20. Thislong warning, though important, is
parenthetical—that is, it interrupts and does not advance the book’ s main argument.
Similarly, the Hebrews' condition was not advancing God’ s work in them. Read the
whole warning quickly.

ax What title would you give this third warning? (Learn the one we give.)

b. Asalready stated, thiswarning is parenthetical. But though it does not advance
the main argument of the book, it brings us back to the same point in that
argument. Thefinal eight or nine wordsin thiswarning (in 6:20) are the same
words that were used just beforeit (in 5:10). Write them.

Reread 5:11-14. “Dull” (5:11) means “sluggish”; the same word is trandated “ sl othful”

in6:12. “Strong meat” (5:14) is*“solid food.”

ax What reason does 5:11 give for the warning that follows.

b. In5:12-14 there are two illustrations of the Hebrews' lack of progress. Thefirst
oneisthat they should be teachers by now but seem to need to relearn the ABCs
(“first principles’) of God’'srevelation. What is the second illustration?

Read the next part of the warning, in 6:1-12. The chapter division is misleading.
Though there is progress, there is no new direction in the thinking. “Principles’ (v. 1)
refersto “elementary teaching.” “Baptisms’ (v. 2) means “washings,” asit doesin
9:10. “Meet” (v. 7) means “fit.”

a.  In6:1-2thereisathirdillustration of the Hebrews' lack of progress: they want to
keep on building the foundation rather than complete the structure. The six parts
of the “foundation” (elementary teaching) are probably old covenant teachings,
which led to Messiah but were incomplete in themselves. List them.

b. Verse3says, “thiswill we do, if God permit.” What will wedo (v. 1)?

c. Itisimpossibleto go on to perfection with the persons described in the following
verses (4-6). What are such persons compared to in verses 7-8?

d. Why isthe author convinced that the Hebrews he writes to are not that kind of
people (vv. 9-10)?

e.  Yet, because of their duggishnessin learning, he is fearful that some of them
might abandon their hope in Christ. What are needed in order to inherit God's
promises?

Read the last part of the warning, in 6:13-20, which shows how sure God’s promiseis.

It isworth waiting for.

a. How and to what man did God show that His purpose (“counsel”) would not
change?
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b.  What two things did He thus guarantee to do?
c. Thissurehopeisour refuge in an alien world—our rock of safety within the port
(that is, in God' s presence). Who isthe “forerunner” who has already taken our

ship’s cablesto that rock?

Read the commentary that follows, considering your own spiritual progress.

Beginning at Hebrews 4:14 we have
been seeing the contrast of Jesus with
Aaron, the high priests of the two covenants.
In chapters 5-7 they are contrasted as to their
persons. Thefirst consideration has been
how the Son qualified to be a priest, 5:1-10.
At this point the author breaks off his
argument in order to give the third maor
warning of the book: the danger of
degeneration, 5:11 to 6:20.

First, he complains about the problem of
hisreaders’ dullness, 5:11-14. They are not
growing spiritually; they are dull in hearing
(v.11). Theword trandated “dull” hereis
trandated “dothful” (“sluggish,” NASB) in
6:12, and also means “lazy.” Theverb “are”
(“have become,” NASB) isin the Greek
perfect tense, implying that this has become
their fixed spiritual condition. The writer
fears that this dullness may lead to degener-
ation, that is, ageneral spiritual breakdown
of the readers.

The doctrine of Melchizedek and his
relationship to Messiah is both full and
difficult (v. 11). Itisespeciadly hard to
explain because the mgjority of the readers
areimmature (v. 12).

In verse 12 their immaturity is described
intwo ways. (1) needing to be retaught “the
first principles of the oracles of God,” (2)
needing to feed on milk rather than solid
food. The “first principles’ were spiritual
ABCs, elementary principles of religion like
those taught under the old covenant (Gal.
4:9-10; Col. 2:16-22). They were shadows
anticipating far better realities under the new
covenant (Col. 2:17). There was nothing

wrong with such teachings except that they
were strictly for beginners.

Verses 13-14 point to two evidences of
maturity, lacking in the immature. Oneis
the ability to discern, that is, to see that one
thing is better than another (see 1 Cor. 2:15).
The other evidenceis spiritual exercise.
Discernment does not come from “book
learning” but from the practice of training
one' s spiritual senses.

After complaining about his readers
dullness, the author proceeds to the second
part of the warning section: the possibility
of their falling away, 6:1-8. He asks his
readers to leave the old covenant shadows
and go on to maturity in Messiah (6:1).
They have not gone on to maturity because
they have never fully left Judaism. The verb
“leaving” needs particular emphasis; it has
the idea of forsaking, leaving some things
behind to go on to others.

What is the “maturity” (“perfection,”
KJV) they should go to? The Greek word is
from the same stem as the word translated
“mature” (“of full age,” KJV) in5:14. In
6:1 it seemsto carry two ideas at the same
time: (1) the completeness of Messiah in
contrast to the incompleteness of the old
covenant (see 1:1-2; 7:11,19,28; 8:6,13;
9:9,11; 10:1,14); (2) the maturity a Christian
may attain in hiswalk with Messiah. So the
readers are to leave the incompl eteness of
the old covenant and move on to a mature
walk of faithin Messiah.

Another question is the meaning of the
six “foundation” teachingsin 6:1-2. They
are listed in three pairs, repentance and faith
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being the first pair. The reader must leave
all six in order to reach maturity.

Do these describe old covenant
teachings, new covenant teachings, or both?
One of them is the key to answering that
guestion. All but the third one seem to be

This brings us to the description of
persons who “have fallen away” (6:4-5).
These persons have had five privileges and
have made awrong response. They have
1. been enlightened
2. tasted the heavenly gift
3. been made partakers of the Holy

“Foundation” Teachings: Hebrews 6:1-2

Spirit
4. tasted the good word of God

1-2. Repentance from dead works Faith toward God
(see 9:14) 5. [tasted] the powers of the age to
come
3-4. Instruction about washings Laying on of hands

(“the doctrine of baptisms,” KJV)
5-6. Resurrection of the dead Eternal judgment

6. fallen away [their wrong response]
Notice that these people have
passed through all six steps—not just

taught under both covenants. But that one,
“washings,” seemsto be only an old
covenant teaching. New covenant baptism
isadifferent word and always singular;
whereas the plural word used here definitely
means Jewish ceremonial washingsin
Hebrews 9:10 and Mark 7:4. (For examples
of such washings see Exodus 29:4-6; 30:18-
21; Leviticus 6:27; 8:6; and Numbers 19.)
Therefore, this third teaching suggests that
all six were old covenant doctrines and
practices that had prepared for the coming of
Messiah. In their old covenant form they
were “ elementary teaching about Messiah”
(v. 1; “the principles of the doctrine of
Christ,” KJV), identical to the “elementary
principles’ in 5:12 and the “milk” in 5:12-
13. Devation to such teachings was hinder-
ing the readers from going on to maturity in
Messiah.

These teachings were in some ways
similar to those in other religions. Compare
Galatians 4:8-9, where Paul marvels that
Gentile believers would “turn back again” to
old covenant “elemental things’ (same word
asin Hebrews 5:12). What the Galatians
had followed in paganism was like the
ABCstaught in the old covenant.

five. They have already “fallen
away.” The grammatical form and
relationship for “fallen away” isthe same as
for the other steps. It isnot conditional, as
the King James Version wrongly implies (“if
they shall fall away”). Intheoriginal there
isno doubt.*

Notice also that the five privileges listed
can describe truly converted persons, but not
necessarily. In three of the five they have
“tasted,” which is often—though not
always—contrasted to drinking (see Maitt.
27:34; John 2:9). A person can be enlight-
ened by seeing that Jesus fulfills the old
covenant, and yet not be converted (see Heb.
10:26; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; John 16:8-11).
Convicted by the Holy Spirit, he can taste
“the heavenly gift” and yet not repent (Matt.
12:31-32). He can taste “the good word of
God” (defined in Jeremiah 24:6-7 and 29:10
as God' s promise of the kingdom) by
hearing the gospel. He could taste “the
powers of the age to come” if he saw Jesus
miracles (usual meaning of “powers’), and
yet remain rebellious.

! In the Greek all five stated verbs are aorist articular
participles joined by coordinating connectives—te,
kai, kai, kai (and, and, and, and)—and going with a
single article tous at the beginning of the list.
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Notice that this description does not
mention forgiveness of sins, the salvation of
the soul (v. 9), new life, the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, nor other characteristics of a
true Christian.

Who, then, are these privileged persons
who have “fallen away”? Let us briefly
consider five views. Wewill use “saved” in
the meaning of “justified.”

First, some take them to be saved
persons who lose their salvation. But that is
not possible. If it were, such people could
never be saved again; “it isimpossible to
renew them again to repentance” (v. 6; see
vv. 3,6 in KJV). On the contrary, the New
Testament teaches that those God elects are
eternally secure (Rom. 8:29-30).

A second viewpoint saysthat they are
saved persons who fall into sin and then
mistakenly think they must be saved again.
Such people, saysthisview, would in effect
crucify Christ afresh each time they trust
Him for salvation; therefore, being saved
over and over again isimpossible. But this
view does not fit the attitude of the first
readers of Hebrews. They were not
constantly trying to be saved over again;
their problem was the opposite. They were
in danger of leaving Christ completely (see
2:3; 3:12; 4:10; 7:11; 10:26-31).

A third suggestion isthat “fall away” is
hypothetical—an imagined action that no
one can really do. The purpose of the
author, saysthisview, issimply toillustrate
that apostasy isimpossible. But this makes
little sense. Why base a warning on some-
thing that cannot happen? Besides, aswe
have seen, the persons described have
“fallen away” as surely asthey have
“tasted.”

A fourth interpretation says that these
are true believers whose sin makes them
lose their rewards. Inthisview verses 7-8
describe their works: good deeds that
deserve reward (v. 7) or bad deeds that are

burned at the judgment seat of Christ (v. 8).
But this view (1) does not agree with the
other warning passages in Hebrews and (2)
misses the emphasi s here on repentance and
faith (seev. 6), not on works. Verses 7-8 do
not describe works but the total response of
an unbeliever to God's Word.

A fifth view says that these are profess-
ing Christians who abandon Christ to return
to Judaism. Consider the evidence for this
interpretation. (1) It gives genuine meaning
to the words “crucifying again” and “putting
to an open shame” in verse 6. By going
back to Judaism these people in a sense do
crucify Christ all over again and put Him to
an open shame. (2) Thisview fitswith
verses 7-8. In spite of the labor spent on the
land (“earth,” KJV), itis“closeto being
cursed” (“nigh unto cursing,” KJV). This
land pictures a person with no good
response to God and about to be cursed. (3)
This view makes the contrast between verses
8 and 9 clear. In contrast to people who are
like land to be burned (v. 8) are others who
will enter the kingdom (v. 9). Their works
are those God expects from those who will
enjoy that coming “salvation” (see discus-
sionsof 1:14; 2:3,5,10; and 5:9). (4) This
view is similar to the other warning passages
in Hebrews.

The description in Hebrews 4:4-6 was
true of some who resisted the Holy Spirit in
New Testament times. Consider Judas. He
tasted all that the Son had to offer and
apparently did miracles through the power
of the Holy Spirit (Mark 6:7-13), yet proved
to be an apostate.

Such people have committed an
unpardonable sin. When someone fully
convicted by the Holy Spirit finally decides
to reject the gospel, repentance becomes
impossible (v. 6; Matt. 12:28-32). He
cannot be saved because he has turned down
the best God can offer (see Heb. 12:15-17; 2
Pet. 2:19-21; 2 Chron. 36:13).
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This third warning section isalong one.
First, the author has complained about the
problem of hisreaders dullness, 5:11-14.
Second, he has considered the possibility of
their faling away, 6:1-8. Third, he shows
that he is persuaded of better thingsin their
case, 6:9-12. Wewill add afew more
comments on this third section.

Itisclear from verse 9 that the writer is
convinced that most of the readers are saved.
Theword “beloved” occurs only herein the
entire Book of Hebrews. Perhaps the writer
feels that the preceding warning has been
very severe and, therefore, wants to reassure
his readers with thisloving term.

Verse 10 explains why he has such con-
fidence. Herefersto their acts of kindness
without naming those acts; perhaps they are
the same as those mentioned in 10:32-34.

In verse 11 he states what he wants for
the readers. He expresses his feeling with a
powerful verb. He wantsthem to attain a
hope so pure and strong that it resultsin full
assurance. It should be noted that hope has
many fruits. endurance (1 Thess. 1:3), joy
(Rom. 12:12), and confidence (Heb. 6:11).

What is“hope’? It isdesire with
confident expectancy (looking forward to
something). Omit either desire or expec-
tancy, and hope ceases. When one has
genuine hope, he will with it also have
perseverance, joy, and confidence.

In 6:11 the writer wants “each one” to
come to thishope. To do so, each must have
diligence, that is, enough determination not
to return to Judaism. Thisiswhy verse 12
warns against being “sluggish” (“dothful,”
KJV), the same word used in 5:11 (“dull”).
The thought is the same: spiritual dullness
may come just before apostasy.

Instead of sluggish, the readers are to be
like the examples of faith yet to be men-
tioned in chapter 11. Hebrews 6:12 clearly
looks forward to Hebrews 11; three key
words are used in both places: “faith,”

“patience,” and “promise” (see 10:36,39;
11:9,13,17,26,27,33,35-39; 12:1-3).

The “promises’ mentioned in Hebrews
6:12 look forward to the coming of God's
kingdom on this earth (see 4:1; 6:15,17; 7:6;
8:6; 9:15; 10:36; 11:9,13,17,33,39). That
kingdom is what we hope for.

The fourth and last part of thiswarning
passage reminds us of the certainty of the
promise, 6:13-20. If thereaders areto have
full assurance, they need to know that God's
promiseissure. Thispromiseto themisthe
same as the one He made to Abraham
(compare 2:16; Gal. 3:29). Not only was
Abraham assured of the certainty of God’'s
promise; he also illustrates, as few others do,
the endurance of hope (Heb. 6:12).

Two factors guarantee that the promise
iscertain: God's oath to Abraham (vv. 13-
18) and the exaltation of God’s Son (vv. 19-
20). When Abraham offered up Isaac, God
swore by Himself (Gen. 22:16). Hisreason
for this oath was “to show to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeableness of His
purpose” (v. 17; “the immutability of his
counsel,” KJV). In other words, for the sake
of all the heirs—including us—He solemnly
reaffirmed His covenant to bless and
multiply Abraham. That covenant will be
completely fulfilled in aworldwide kingdom
of peace and righteousness.

In verses 19-20 our condition is
compared to that of a ship prevented by
wind from entering its harbor. It sendsthe
ship’s cable to be secured in the harbor, by
means of a boat that Hebrews apparently
callsthe “forerunner.” So our “forerunner”
Jesus has already entered our promised
destination “within the veil” (vv. 19-20).
Thus, “the hope set before us’ (v. 18) isour
expectant desire to join Him in God’'s
presence—that is, in His coming kingdom.

What lessons should we learn from
Hebrews 5:11 to 6:20? First, that lack of
spiritual progressisawarning sign.

Hebrews
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Consider the Hebrews to whom this book falling away while crucifying God's Son

was written. They were slow to learn, again in their thinking; they were liableto
immature, needing to be taught the elemen- judgment like land that yields only useless
tary truths all over again. Thiswasasign thorns and thistles. Many professing
that they had possibly rejected God' s final “Christians” today run the same risk.
word in Christ. Instead, they needed to Third, God has taken extraordinary
show faith and patience. So do we. measures to reassure us. If we have the faith
Second, it is possible to participate in of Abraham, we will inherit God' s promise
great spiritual experiences, yet fal inlife. to Him. That promiseisto bless and
Thisisthe danger warned about in Hebrews multiply, an unchangeabl e purpose that God
6:4-6. Again consider the condition of the not only revealed but also swore by Himself
Hebrews to whom the book was written. to accomplish. Such assurance givesus a
They had experienced the full force of place of refuge, an anchor for our souls, a
God’ s goodness but had not moved on to rock of hope to which Jesus has secured us,
maturity. Some of them were in danger of in God' s very presence.

MORE QUESTIONS

52 How do we know that the six “foundation” teachings are from the old covenant? (One
of them isthe key.)

6. Wehavejust considered five views as to who “have fallen away” in Hebrews 6:6.
a.  How do we know (from the grammar) that there are people who have actually
fallen away?
b. What isimpossible for them?
cx  Who arethey?
d. Which of Jesus twelve apostles seems to fit this description?

7= When Abraham offered his son Isaac to God, God did something that gives us hope
even today. What did He do? (Seethe last part of the commentary.)

8. Haveyou left the elementary teachings of religion? Areyou going on to the maturity
found in Christ? Do you have the faith and patience that will inherit God’ s promises?

Be sure you can answer all questions marked . For example, be sure you can give the second
and third contrasts and warnings, the four best evidences for the meaning of the “rest,” and the
required parts of the outline. Check yourself by answering the “ objectives’ questions. Then take
unit 2 examination. Remember to enclose reading report 2 with it.
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After the

Unit Three

Lesson 8

Tell about Jesus priestly order: (a) what it is, (b) how it is better,
(c) how Hebrews provesit is better. How does changing to another
priest like Melchizedek affect the law? What does this change
guarantee for us? What two aspects of Jesus' priestly ministry are
emphasized in chapter 8?

third warning, Hebrews 7 resumes the contrast between Jesus and Aaron, high priests

of the new covenant and the old covenant. They are contrasted in respect to their persons (5:1-10
and ch. 7) and their work (8:1to 10:18). Asto Jesus person, we saw in 5:1-10 that He was
appointed High Priest after fulfilling the qualifications. Now in chapter 7 we will see that He
belongs to a better order of priesthood. Chapter 8 will begin the contrast as to His work, show-
ing where He ministers and what He ministers.

1.

Hebrews 7 says alot about a king-priest named Melchizedek (Mel-KIH-seh-dek). He
met Abraham, who was returning home after defeating the four kings from the East and
rescuing Lot. Our only information about the historic Melchizedek isin Genesis 14:18-
20. Read the Genesis passage in its context. What did Abraham and Melchizedek give
each other?

Read Hebrews 7:1-10, which shows that Melchizedek was a type of Messiah and was

superior to Abraham and Levi.

a.  Hebrews 7:1-3is onelong sentence saying that “this Melchizedek...abideth a
priest continually.” Verse 3 does not mean that he actually had no father or
mother, but that none were mentioned in the Genesis record of him aspriest. List
at least three ways in which he was “ made like unto the Son of God.”

b.  Hebrews 7:4-10 shows that Melchizedek was greater than Aaron’ s forefather
Levi. How doesit show this?

Read Hebrews 7:11-28, which shows the advantages of having another priest like

Melchizedek. The words in parenthesesin verse 11 should be “for on the basis of it the

law was given to the people’ (NIV). “Testament” (v. 22) means “covenant,” a solemn

agreement and contract between two parties.

ax Sincethe priesthood has changed, what has happened to the law? (vv. 12, 18-19)

b.  Not only did God change the priesthood; He did so in away that guaranteed a
better covenant (vv. 20-22). What did He do for Jesus that He did not do for
Aaron?

cx Sinceour priest will never die again, what can He accomplish for us? (vv. 23-25)

d. InHebrews5-7 you have been considering an argument about our priest’s person.
Reread 7:26-28, then choose the answer that tells how those versesrelate to the
argument. 1) They deal with adifferent subject. 2) They add much information.
3) They sum up the argument. 4) They give an illustration.
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e. Doyou havesuch apriest?

4.  Read Hebrews 8, which briefly states two aspects of our High Priest’s work.
a. WhereisHefulfilling His ministry? (Thisisthe first aspect of Hiswork.)
b.  What had been the purpose of the earthly tabernacle, according to verse 5?
c. What isHisministry, according to verse 6? (Thisisthe second aspect of His

work.)

d. How isthe new covenant better than the old covenant? (Tell where God puts His

laws, two results, and on what basis.)

ex Tosummarize, what two aspects of Messiah’s ministry are treated in Hebrews 8?
f.  Putinwriting your own response to these two aspects of Messiah’s work.

Read the commentary that follows, thinking of the advantages of having such a priest.

The writer of Hebrews is presenting
Jesus, God’s Son, as a priest superior to
Aaron both in His person and in His work.
First, he has given an introduction to this
subject (4:14-16). In chapter 5 he has begun
to contrast their persons (chs. 5-7), first
looking at how the Son met the qualifica-
tions for priesthood (5:1-10). He has broken
off his argument in order to warn his readers
of the danger of degeneration (5:11 to 6:20).
Now hereturns to this contrast of their
persons, showing that Jesusis of the priestly
order of Melchizedek, which is superior to
the Aaronic order (ch. 7).

Hebrews 7 develops alogical argument,
with the usual major premise (main
assumption), minor premise, and resulting
conclusion. The mgjor premise (vv. 1-10) is
that Melchizedek’s order is greater than
Aaron’sorder. The minor premise (vv. 11-
17) isthat the Son is of Melchizedek’s
order. Sothe conclusion (vv. 18-25) is
inescapable: asapriest the Son is greater
than Aaron or anyone in the Aaronic order.

The “order of Melchizedek” was just
mentioned at the end of the warning passage
(6:28). The*“for” in 7:1 indicates that the
paragraph of 7:1-10 will show the impor-
tance of that order, especially the fact that it
is“forever.” Itisinteresting to observe that

this entire paragraph is based on just three
versesin Genesis: 14:18-20.

The main point of verses 1-3 is clearly
seen in the Greek text and the King James
Version: “ThisMelchizedek [v. 1]...abidesa
priest perpetualy [v. 3].” “Perpetually”
means “without ceasing.”

These verses bring out some other facts
about Melchizedek. Verse 2 statesthat his
name means “king [Melchi] of righteousness
[zedek].” And thisking of righteousness
was also king of “peace” (the meaning of
Salem, that is, Jerusalem). Heillustrates the
close relationship the Scriptures teach
between righteousness and peace (see Heb.
12:11; Rom. 5:1; James 3:17; Isa. 32:17).
Even the order of his namesisimportant:
first is righteousness, and then its resullt,
which is peace.

Verse 3 makes some startling statements
about Melchizedek: “without father, with-
out mother...having neither beginning of
days, nor end of life...abides a priest
perpetualy.” None of thiswould be true
about Aaronic priests.

Such statements make one wonder if
Melchizedek was a brief appearance of God,
atheophany, the Messiah-to-be before His
incarnation. Evidently not. (1) The Genesis
account gives no indication that he was
more than human. (2) Heis never called
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“the Angel of the Lord,” as Old Testament
theophanies are usually called. (3) He did
not reveal himself as God, as theophanies
usually do. (4) Hebrews 7:3 says that he
was “made like” the Son of God, which
would be meaningless if he already was
God.

In what sense, then, does M el chizedek
abide forever? Only in the picture the
Scripture draws of him. As priest he was
quite different from Aaron. His genealogy
was unimportant and therefore not given
(“without father, without mother”). Neither
isthere arecord of his death; in the record
he abides perpetualy as a priest (compare v.
8).

To summarize, verses 1-3 show three
similarities between the Lord Jesus and
Melchizedek: (1) Their names and titles are
similar (seelsa. 9:6; Jer. 23:6; Eph. 2:14).
(2) Both are different from other priests. (3)
Both abide forever.

To appreciate verses 4-10, we must
remember that Abraham’s descendant Levi
was the forefather of Aaron and all the
Aaronic priests. Inthis sense”Aaronic
priesthood” and “Levitical priesthood” are
synonyms. The argument in verses 4-10 has
thismeaning: Melchizedek is (1) greater
than Abraham and therefore (2) greater than
Levi and therefore (3) greater than the
Levitical priesthood.

What proves that Melchizedek is greater
than the patriarch Abraham? Two actions at
their historic meeting (v. 1): (1) Abraham
paid him tithes (vv. 4-6); (2) he blessed
Abraham (vv. 6-7).

What did this meeting have to do with
the Levitical priesthood that was still future
at that time? Since Levi wasthen “in
Abraham’sloins’ (to be born from him
later), Levi “paid tithesin Abraham” (vv. 9-
10). In other words, he participated in his
forefather Abraham’ s act that recognized the
superiority of Melchizedek and his order.

Therefore, Abraham’ s act was also the act of
Levi and the priesthood descended from
Levi. Romans 5:12 has the same kind of
argument, for Paul saysthat all the race
acted in our forefather Adam when he
sinned.

Thus, Hebrews 7:1-10 has shown from
Scripture that the priestly order of Melchi-
zedek is superior to that of Aaron. Next,
verses 11-25 will show what another
“Meéelchizedek” means for us.

Verse 11 assumes that the reader will
recall the earlier quotation from Psalm 110:4
(see Heb. 5:6,10 and 6:20). According to
Psalm 110:4, God would establish an eternal
priesthood based on the order of Melchi-
zedek; “another” (adifferent) priest would
arise like him. Thisrevealsthat God never
intended for the Levitical order to be
permanent. Why not? Because it could
never bring perfection.

This change of priesthood necessitates
another great change, of the law that
depends on it. Speaking of the Levitica
priesthood, verse 11 says that the law of
Moses was given “onitsbasis’ (“under it,”
KJV). This means that the law depends on
priests that can carry out its provisions. It
cannot exist without the priesthood; they are
inseparably bound together. Therefore, if
the Levitical order istemporary, so must be
the law of Moses.

Verses 13-14 apply thisfact to God's
Son. Itiswell known that Messiah must
come from the royal tribe of Judah, a
different (v. 13; “another,” KJV) tribe from
Levi. Thisdisqualifies Him for the Levitical
priesthood; yet, God has promised to make
Him priest (Ps. 110:4). Therefore, the
priesthood must change. When did this
change take place? Sinceit was by His
sufferings that Jesus became qualified as
priest, we may assume that the priesthood
was transferred to Him when He finished
those sufferings on the cross. It was at that
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moment that the veil of the temple was torn,
the Levitical priesthood came to an end, and
the “New Melchizedek” began.

In contrast to the temporary quality of
the Levitical priesthood (described in vv.
11-14) isthe indestructible (eternal, cannot-
be-destroyed) quality of the order of Melchi-
zedek (vv. 15-17). ThisisJesus priestly
order.

Verses 18-19 climax this part of the
contrast between the two priesthoods. The
Levitical priesthood is ineffective, but Jesus’
priesthood makes it possible for believersto
draw near to God. The New American
Standard Bible shows this (emphasis added):

FOR, ON THE ONE HAND,
thereisa SETTING ASIDE of aformer
commandment because of its weak-
ness and uselessness (for the Law
made nothing perfect),
AND ON THE OTHER HAND
thereisa BRINGING IN of abetter
hope, through which we draw near to
God.

Because of this better hope, Christians have
faith to draw near to God.

Verses 20-22 refer to the divine oath
used in making Messiah priest (asseenin
Ps. 110:4). The Aaronic order had no oath.
The oath in Messiah’s case guarantees a
better covenant, to be discussed in chapters
8-9.

The word tranglated “testament” is used
for thefirst timein verse 22. It isimportant
to understand that here and in later passages
it means what we now call a*“covenant” (as
inthe NASB). A covenant isasolemn
agreement and contract between two parties.
In English “testament” used to have the
same meaning as covenant; it could also
mean awill or aformal statement of beliefs.
It has now lost the meaning of covenant.
The Greek word also had either meaning,

but in the Old Testament background for
Hebrews it was used often and exclusively
in the sense of covenant. “Old Testament”
and “New Testament” now refer to the two
parts of the Bible.

The theme of verses 23-25 is the perma-
nence of the believer’s new priest. Heisan
eternal priest. Therefore, Heisableto save
“forever” (v. 25, NASB) or “to the utter-
most” (KJV), that is, completely. It isnot
certain which meaning of the Greek is
correct, but either meaning gives the same
result. Whatever is needed for salvation He
secures through constant intercession (see
Exod. 28:9-29; Matt. 14:23; Luke 22:31-32).

In summary, it may be noted that
Hebrews 7:11-25 presents four superiorities
of the priestly ministry of the Lord Jesus.
(2) It isbased on an indestructible life (vv.
11-17). (2) It isfounded on a better hope
(vv. 18-19). (3) Itisgrounded on adivine
oath (vv. 20-22). (4) It is made possible by
an eterna priesthood (vv. 23-25). God had
anticipated al of this when He spoke of
another priest like Melchizedek.

Hebrews 7:26-28 has two functions.
First, it summarizes all that has been said
about Jesus as superior to Aaron in His
person. Inshort, Heis perfect forever. At
the same time, these verses bridge to the
next topic. Other priests, because of their
defects, had to offer sacrifices for them-
selves (see Lev. 4:1-3; 16:6); but the perfect
priest offered Himself for the sins of men—
a sacrifice He made once for al.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 7? Firgt, that in Bible stories there
may be levels of meaning below the surface.
For example, the king-priest M el chizedek
was important not only for what the original
story said about him but what it did not say.
Even its silence about his father, mother,
successors, birth, and death help make him a
picture-in-advance, called a“type,” of the
Son of God as priest. We should be dert to
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such types though cautious to make sure
they are intended.

Second, having a priest like Messiah
puts us under a better law. God appointed
Him priest on the basis of His powerful life
rather than physical requirements. Inthis
qualification our priest is like Melchizedek
and better than Aaron. God changed to a
better priest in order to change to a better
law, the new covenant. This better law, that
gives us better hope and brings us to God,
needed a better priest to keep it in operation
and fulfill its purposes. We need and by
faith can have such a priest.

Third, as priest Jesus will save us
completely. We can count on Him to
represent us before God under all circum-
stances and forever. Nothing will ever
hinder His effective intercession for us.

Superior in Hiswork, 8:1to 10:18

Now the emphasis turns from Jesus
priestly person to His priestly work. In
contrast to Aaron He ministers in a better
place (8:1-5), mediates a better covenant
(8:6-13), and has offered a better sacrifice
(9:1t010:18).

First, Jesus ministersin a better place,
8:1-5. Itisnot difficult to determine “the
main point” (NASB; KJV has “the sum”) of
all that has been said (8:1). It isthe kind of
priest we have and the place where He
ministers (see 4:14; 7:26). Hisplaceisat
the right hand of the Father’ sthronein
heaven, which at the same timeisin the true
tabernacle, asverse 2 affirms. Thisisakey
verse, for it contrasts the true or genuine
tabernacle in heaven with the earthly one,
where Aaron served.

Verse 3 anticipates Hebrews 9:12-14.
This verse says that both earthly and
heavenly high priests must have something
to offer. Chapter 9 tells usthat Messiah
offered His own blood.

Once again, verse 4 emphasizes the
place where He ministers. It isnot on earth,

where other priests function. Those priests,
according to verse 5, serve in an earthly
copy of the heavenly tabernacle. To prove
this, the writer quotes Exodus 25:40, which
reveals that Moses on Mount Sinai was
shown a pattern to follow. The pattern may
have been the heavenly tabernacle itself (see
9:23-24). The earthly tent M oses made was
merely a copy of the genuine one he saw
while on the mount.

Second, Jesus not only ministersin a
better place, but He ministers a better
covenant, 8:6-13. Heisits“mediator” (v.
6), which means He keeps it in operation.
The new covenant is better because it “ has
been enacted on better promises’ (v. 6; “was
established upon better promises,” KJV).
To provethis, verses 8-12 quote along
passage: Jeremiah 31:31-34. Three better
promises are given. (1) “I will put my laws
into their minds” (v. 10). (2) “All shall
know me” (v. 11). (3) “I will remember
their sinsno more” (v. 12).

Verse 7 isan excellent verse to usein
Jewish evangelism. It isthe same type of
argument aswas used in 7:11. If the Mosaic
law had been intended as a permanent
covenant, why did God promise another
covenant to take its place?

The reason He promised another cove-
nant is that He found fault with “them” (v.
8), that is, with the people of Israel under
that covenant. God did not find fault with
the law but with the people (see v. 9b; Jer.
7:23-26). He had to give adifferent law that
could change the people. The sameideais
found in Romans 7:1 to 8:4.

The key word in verse 13 is“new,”
meaning a new kind of covenant. The point
isobvious: thelaw was only atemporary
provision, which has now been displaced by
something better (see Gal. 3:19to0 4.7).

Thelast clause of verse 13 implies that
the temple was still standing when this
homily was written.

Hebrews
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One further question that should be
considered is the relation of this new
covenant to Israel and to the church. Inthe
Jeremiah passage quoted in verses 8-11,
God promises, “I will effect anew covenant
with the house of Isragl and with the house
of Judah” (v. 8; comparev. 10). Yet, there
is no evidence that such a covenant has yet
been made with the nation of Israel. We
conclude that it will be made with Israel
when “al Israel will be saved” (Rom.
11:26).

Since we are not Israel, does the new
covenant affect us? Certainly it does. Itis
the covenant Messiah put into effect with
His death, and in the Lord’ s Supper we
celebrate both His death and His covenant.
It is the covenant He now ministers from
heaven, as we have just seen (8:6). Itisthe
covenant that Paul—and all the apostles—
served (2 Cor. 3:6). Asweshall seein
10:15-18, the same Jeremiah passage quoted
here is a marvel ous witness by the Holy
Spirit to us. The new covenant covers far
more than Israel.

What practical lessons should we learn
from Hebrews 8? First, that our High Priest
represents usin God'sreal dwellingin

MORE QUESTIONS

heaven. This has been the main point in
chapters 1-7 of Hebrews. Though He offers
no more sacrificesfor sin, our priest offers
our own sacrifices and giftsto God. He
serves at a better place than the priests under
the law, who served at an earthly sanctuary
picturing the real one. Their service was
designed to be temporary and has now
ceased. We should not turn from our priest
in heaven to manmade priests on earth
today.

Second, our High Priest has full access
to God. Heisnot just in the heavenly courts
but seated on the heavenly throne, God's
throne over the universe. Since He repre-
sents us, we are welcome there too.

Third, our High Priest ministers the new
covenant, in which God is changing our
character. The old covenant—written on
stones—was inadequate because the people
could not keep it. Now God writes His laws
into our hearts and minds, making us fully
His people. Thisis possible because He has
done away with our sins and never calls
them to mind. We should cooperate with
His covenant by responding to all God says,
and should expect it to change us.

5.  Thereislittlein the Old Testament about Melchizedek. Why does Hebrews say so

much about him?

6 a  How doesHebrews 7:4-10 prove that Jesus’ priestly order is better?

b. Inwhat mainway isit better?

7.  What arethree “promises’ that are better in the new covenant than in the old?

8. a  How doweknow that the new covenant isin operation for the church today?

Give four arguments.

b.  How do you know that it isin operation in your life?
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Lesson 9

In the taber nacle arrangement, what showed that the first covenant
could not give access to God? How did Messiah secure this access
for us? What did His death accomplish in respect to (a) the new
covenant? (b) the heirswho lived under the old covenant? When He
appears again, what will He give those who look for Him?

Still considering our High Priest’ s work, the emphasis turns to His sacrifice.

1. Read Hebrews 9:1-10, which shows that old covenant sacrifices could not give access
to God. “Censer” (v. 4) should be “altar of incense.” Verse 10 isclearer in the New
International Version, regarding old covenant gifts and sacrifices. “They areonly a
matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations
applying until the time of the new order.”
ax What fact showed that no one—not even the high priest—had the right to

approach God?
b.  Why could old covenant activities not cleanse the conscience? (v. 10)

NOTE: Hebrews 9:11-28 contrasts Messiah's sacrifice to those of the old covenant. Before
reading the entire passage, consider the general meaning of verses 15-20. The New American
Standard Bible makes them clearer (notice the two covenants):

15 And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death
has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the
first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheri-
tance. 16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who
madeit. 17 For a covenant isvalid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while
the one who made it lives. 18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated
without blood. 19 For...Moses...took the blood of the calves and the goats...and sprinkled
both the book itself and al the people, 20 saying, “THISIS THE BLOOD OF THE
COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU.” (emphasisin NASB, indicating a
guotation)

These verses show that both the “first” and the “new” covenants were inaugurated (that is, put
into force) with the “death” of the one who made them. The death of the covenant maker
inaugurating the first covenant was not real but symbolic; it was pictured by the death of
animals, as seen in Exodus 24:4-8 (see also Gen. 15:7-21). But the death of the covenant maker
inaugurating the new covenant was real. It also redeemed those who were sinners under the first
covenant, so that they could come under the new covenant and receive the promised inheritance
(v. 15). When you have read 9:11-28, answer the following questions.

2. ax What doesJesus sacrificeinaugurate?
b.  When Jesusingtituted the Lord’ s Supper, He used some of the same words quoted
in verse 20. Those words, from Exodus 24:8, originally referred to the inaugura-
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tion of the first covenant by the death of animals. Using them to refer to His own
death meant that by it He would inaugurate the new covenant. Look up Matthew

26:28 and tell which words He used.

3. Now, read Hebrews 9:11-28. It would help you to read “Messiah” every time you see

“Christ,” aswe are doing.

ax Inorder to give access to God, what can Messiah’s sacrifice cleanse? (vv. 11-

14,23)

bz Asyou have aready seen, what does His sacrifice inaugurate? (vv. 15-24)

c. How often does He have to make this sacrifice? (stated threetimesin vv. 25-28)

d= When He appears the second time, what will He come to do? (v. 28)

e. Now summarize: According to Hebrews 9, in what three waysis Messiah’s
sacrifice superior to those of Aaron? (See parts a, b, and c of this question.)

Read the commentary that follows, considering Jesus' work as High Priest.

Hebrews is showing that Jesusis
superior to Aaron in Hiswork as priest (8:1
t0 10:18). It has considered His better place
of ministry (8:1-5) and the better covenant
He ministers (8:6-13). Now it looks at His
better sacrifice (9:1 to 10:18). It begins by
showing the insufficiency of old covenant
sacrifices (9:1-10).

Hebrews 9:1-10 deals with the service
for God in the old covenant tabernacle. The
passage begins (vv. 1-5) by sketching the
arrangement of the tabernacle proper, that is,
the tent where God “ dwelt” with Israel
(Exod. 25:8). What was mentioned in
passing in 8:1-5 is now devel oped more
fully. The adjective “earthly” (v. 1;
“worldly,” KJV) implies that the earthly
tabernacle, although useful, was only
temporary.

Y ou may have wondered why the writer
of Hebrews did not talk about the temple,
which existed when he wrote, but about the
tabernacle, which had not existed for
centuries (9:2; compare 8:2,5). There may
be three reasons for this. (1) He wanted to
emphasize the temporary nature of the
earthly tabernacle. God did not order Moses
to build a permanent sanctuary but a tempo-
rary one. (2) Hedesired to look back to the

original pattern in some detail. (3) Itisalso
possible that he wanted to show disappoint-
ment with the current earthly priesthood and
its function in the temple.

In verses 2-5 the writer lists four pieces
of furniture in the two rooms of the taber-
nacle. According to the New American
Standard Bible, these were the lampstand,
the table with the sacred bread, the golden
altar of incense, and the ark of the covenant.
In this connection thereis a problem: where
was the golden altar of incense? Verses 3-4
seem to locate it in the Holy of Holies
“behind the second veil,” where priests
could not enter (vv. 6-7) and where the ark
(God' sthrone) was. The Old Testament,
however, locatesit in the first room, the
Holy Place (Exod. 30:6-10; 40:17-28),
where the priest was to burn incense on it
daily (Exod. 30:7-8). The solution is that
this altar belonged to the Holy of Holies but
was kept in the Holy Place for daily use.
The Holy of Holies “had” it (v. 4), but it was
not kept there.

In 9:6-10 we read about the priestly
servicein the tabernacle. A key verse here
isverse 7, for it lists five limitations of the
old covenant sacrificial system:
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Only the high priest could enter the Holy
of Holies

Only once ayear

Only with sacrificial blood

Only effective for one year

Only for sins of ignorance

In connection with the last “only” it
should be observed that no sacrifices were
available for the intentional sin of Numbers
15:27-36 (see Deut. 17:12-13).

Verse8isalogica conclusion from
verse 7. direct access to God was impos-
sible under the old system. That isthe main
point of verses 1-10.

“Conscience” isan important word in
verse 9. The old covenant system of sacri-
fices could never reach inside man and
purify his conscience. It could never make
him “perfect.” Itsregulations, involving
food, drink, and washings, could only affect
the externa (v. 10).

In contrast to old covenant sacrificesis
Messiah's al-sufficient sacrifice (9:11 to
10:18). Hissacrificeisof such quality that
it gives access to God (9:11-14); it inaugu-
rates the new covenant (9:15-24); it is made
only once (9:25-28); and by cleansing the
conscience it accomplishes God’ s will
(10:1-18).

Thefirst paragraph dealing with
Messiah's sacrifice emphasizes its quality
(9:11-14). In contrast to animal sacrifices,
He secures eternal redemption. The climax
isin verse 14, which implies three superior-
ities of His sacrifice inits character. (1)
Messiah offered Himself; whereas animals
were offered as unwilling victims. (2) He
was without blemish inwardly aswell as
outwardly; whereas animals were only clean
externaly. (3) He offered Himself through
His eternal spirit; whereas animals could not
do this. Inthisverse“spirit” probably
means His own human spirit rather than the
Holy Spirit. This seems best because the

agbrwd

emphasis is on the voluntary nature of His
sacrifice.

The second paragraph shows that His
death inaugurates the new covenant (9:15-
24). This paragraph begins by explaining
why a new covenant is necessary: in order
that God' s called ones can receive the eter-
nal inheritance promised to them (compare
2:16). Verse 15 can be diagrammed this
way (emphasis added):

And FOR THIS REASON Heis

the mediator of a new covenant,

IN ORDER THAT
(since a death has taken place for
the redemption of the transgres-
sions that were committed under
the first covenant)

THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN

CALLED MAY RECEIVE THE

PROMI SE of the eternal inheritance.

In other words, the new covenant will bring
the heirstheir inheritance. But they could
not qualify for this covenant. Their sins
under the first covenant had to be dealt with
first, by death (see Rom. 3:25).

In verses 16-17 thereis a problem as to
how to translate the Greek noun diatheke.
Should it be “will” (asin KJV) or “cove-
nant” (asin NASB)? Thisword is used
often in Hebrews. The King James Version
(1) sometimes trandates it as “testament,”
which could refer to awill (7:22; 9:15,16,17,
20), and (2) sometimes as “covenant” (8:6,8,
9,10; 9:4; 10:16,29; 12:24; 13:20). The New
American Standard Bible, however, always
trandatesit as“ covenant.”

On the surface it seemsthat 9:16-17 is
talking about awill; its maker must die.
However, it seems best to trandlate it “cove-
nant.” (1) The context is not discussing
wills but covenants (see the diagram of v.
15, above). (2) Asanillustration of the rule
stated in verses 16-17, verse 18 explains
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how the “first covenant” was made. This
refers to the law and was clearly a covenant,
not awill (see Exod. 24:1-8). If so, in what
sense must the covenant-maker die before
the covenant becomes valid? In the sense
that he must represent his own death by
making a sacrifice, asin Genesis 15:8-18.

Therefore, just as the Mosaic covenant
was ratified by blood (v. 18), so was the new
covenant. Thiswas what Jesus meant by
speaking of “the new covenant in My blood”
(Luke 22:20) and “My blood of the cove-
nant” (Matt. 26:28). When we celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, we celebrate His inaugura-
tion of the covenant.

Aswe have seen, thefirst covenant had
shadows and symbols of heavenly things
(8:5; 9:9). But to inaugurate that covenant,
the earthly tabernacle had to be cleansed by
the blood of animals. For the new covenant
it was the heavenly tabernacle that required
cleansing. Messiah's sacrifice doesn’t just
affect temporary symbols; it prepares
“heaven itself” (v. 24) to be part of the
eternal kingdom. The new covenant is
universal in scope.

It isinteresting that the plural word
“sacrifices’ is used for the one-time death of
Messiah (v. 23). This may be because all of
the old covenant sacrifices are fulfilled in
His.

Another interesting point is that the
heavenly tabernacle did require cleansing. It
has been suggested that thisrefers only to
dedicating it. However, in the old covenant
parallel the tabernacle was dedicated with
oil, not with blood (see Exod. 40:9). Blood
was used to cleanseit. On the yearly Day of
Atonement the mercy seat, the Holy of
Holies, the atar of incense, and the brazen
altar were cleansed by blood (see Lev.
16:11-20; Exod. 30:10). The blood was
applied not because these things were
“sinful” but because man’s sin had defiled
them. Similarly, heaven had to be cleansed

from Satan’ s defiling influence (see Zech.
3:1; Rev. 12:10; 1 John 2:1; Coal. 1:20) and
from man’ssin. Thiswas the reason
Messiah applied His “blood” to the heavenly
tabernacle.

In this discussion of Messiah’s sacrifice,
the third paragraph (9:25-28) emphasizesits
permanence. It needed to be made only
once (vv. 25-26). But the results have just
begun. On the annual Day of Atonement the
high priest entered the Holy of Holies with
the blood of the sacrifices but then came out
again, to bless the people (compare Lev.
9:23). Likewise, our High Priest will return
from the heavenly sanctuary to bless us.
Notice the similarity and contrast in verses
27-28. The similarity: other men and
Messiah dieonce. The contrast: other men
meet judgment after death, but Messiah will
bring salvation. Notice also that, asusual in
Hebrews, salvation is future. Hewill come
so that we may be His partnersin the eternal
kingdom, the glory of the world to come.

When He comes the second time, it will
be “without sin” (v. 28). Thismeans, asin
the New American Standard Bible, “not to
bear sin.” He bore sin when He appeared
thefirst time.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 9? First, that ceremonies for the
body cannot cleanse the conscience. The
first covenant had such external activities
constantly but could never open the way to
God' s presence—a lesson the Holy Spirit
plainly taught. We must never let such cere-
monies replace our direct dealings with God.

Second, Messiah' s sacrifice gives access
to God. It gives such access because it
cleanses the conscience, whereas old cove-
nant sacrifices could cleanse only the body.
His sacrifice can cleanse the conscience not
just because of His good intentions but
because the life He offered was so valuable.
We dishonor Him if we try to add to His
sacrifice or doubt its power.
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Third, Messiah’ s sacrifice puts the new
covenant into force. As covenant maker He
had to die. By His death He enables God's
people, His called ones, to come under the
covenant that will give them their promised
inheritance. He brings them under this
covenant by dealing with their guilt under
the first covenant. By His death He also
purifies heaven, preparing it for the eternal
kingdom. We should rejoice that we will
soon receive our inheritance, which is that
kingdom.

MORE QUESTIONS

Fourth, Messiah’ s sacrifice is finished
and permanent. It dishonors Him to think
that He must continue His sacrifice or that
church ceremonies can add to its value. But
though the sacrifice is complete, its results
will continue. Just asfor a man death is not
the end but the prelude to judgment, so
Messiah's sacrifice guarantees that He will
return bringing salvation to those who look
for Him. We should share these facts with
the lost.

4.  Why couldn’t old covenant sacrifices make men perfect in God’ s sight?

5.  Hebrews 9:15 speaks of the heirs who lived under the old covenant.
a  Why do they need the new covenant?
b What did the death of Messiah do for them?

6. Whatistherelation of the Lord’s Supper to the new covenant?

7.  Doyou quaify for an eternal inheritance from God?

Lesson 10

What were two purposes of repeated old covenant sacrifices? What
is the main lesson Hebrews 10 draws from Psalm 40? Why can God
see us as perfect? What are the three parts of the exhortation begin-
ning at 10:19? What is the fourth warning? What proves that this

warning is to unregenerate people?

Hebrews 10:1-18 concludes the contrast between Jesus and Aaron; the rest of the chapter begins

to emphasize our response to God’ s grace.

1. Read Hebrews 10:1-18, which shows that God' s will is accomplished not by repeated
animal sacrifices but by the one sacrifice of Messiah’ s body. Messiah’swordsin
verses 5-7, commented on in verses 8-9, are quoted from Psalm 40:6-8. “Remission”

(v. 18) means “forgiveness.”

ax What were two purposes of old covenant sacrifices, according to verses 1 and 3?
b.  What would have happened if those sacrifices had actually cleansed the

worshipers?

cx  Verses5-14 are based on Psalm 40. What main lesson do they draw from this

psalm?
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d. Verses1l-14 (especialy v. 14) show why our High Priest could sit down to wait

for Hisrule to begin. Why?

ex Verses 15-18 show from Jeremiah 31 the basis for the new covenant, that is, the
reason why God can see us as perfect. Why can He?

Read the commentary that follows, making your own practical lessons.

The entire argument concerning Jesus
greatness (1:1 to 10:18) comesto aclimax in
Hebrews 10:1-18. That argument has
contrasted Jesus to the angels (chs. 1-2), to
Moses (chs. 3-4), and to Aaron, the priest
(4:14 10 10:18). Like the other comparisons,
the comparison with Aaron looks at their
persons (chs. 5-7), then their works (8:1 to
10:18). Their priestly works include their
place of ministry (8:1-5), the covenant they
minister (8:6-13), and their sacrifices (9:1 to
10:18). Old covenant sacrifices could not
give access to God (9:1-10), but Jesus
sacrificeis of better quality and does give
access (9:11-14). It inaugurates the new
covenant (9:15-24) and is permanent (9:25-
28). Thefina paragraph shows that by
cleansing the conscience it accomplishes
God'swill (10:1-18).

The “for” beginning Hebrews 10:1
introduces the reason why the once-for-all
death of Messiah was necessary. That
reason is that old covenant sacrifices were
insufficient: they could not make the
worshipers perfect.

Verse 2 clearly implies, like verse 11
and 7:28, that the temple was still standing
when this was written.

Verse 3implies acontrast that is almost
startling: between remembering sins each
year and God' s remembering sins no more
(8:12; 10:17). Theold covenant Day of
Atonement annually reminded the Israglite
of hissins. In contrast, under the new
covenant the Christian remembers Messiah
(see 1 Cor. 11:24-25).

A conclusion from Hebrews 10:1-4 is
introduced by “therefore” in 10:5. If animal

sacrifices could not remove sins, God had to
do something. What He did is expressed in
Psalm 40:6-8, quoted in Hebrews 10:5-7. In
this psalm David prayed for God’s deliver-
ance. When he approached the Lord he
recognized that animal sacrifices were
insufficient; he must give himself to obey
God'swill. Of course, this picture was
ultimately fulfilled by Messiah.

Thereisaproblem in part of the quota-
tion asfound in verse 5. In Greek thisverse
guotes the Septuagint saying, “abody Thou
has opened [dug],” whereasin the psalm
(trandlated from Hebrew) we read, “My ears
Thou hast opened.” Some say that the
Septuagint looks back to the ritual described
in Exodus 21:6: amaster would pierce his
willing slave’s ear, thereby pinning him to
the door, to symbolize permanent slavery.
Thereis abetter explanation: the“ears’ in
Psalm 40 stand for the whole body, a part
for the whole. When God created—in the
womb—someone's ears, He created the
whole body.

In the psalm David submitted himself to
do God'swill: “I delight to do Thy will, O
my God; Thy Law iswithin my heart” (40:8,
NASB). These words became the Son’s
words, perhaps the last He spoke before He
entered Mary’ s womb.

Verses 8-9 are the writer’ s commentary
on Psalm 40:6-8. At least three points are
made here. (1) The old covenant sacrificial
system was never meant to be God' s final
solution to the problem of sin. (2) The
answer to the problem of sin wasto be by
the One who would perfectly carry out
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God swill. (3) The one perfect obedience
took the place of the sacrificial system.

The writer relates the theology of verses
1-9to the Lord Jesusin verses 10-14. The
“will” mentioned in verse 10 is the will of
God carried out perfectly in Messiah’s
earthly life and death. What was that will?
Not to continue sacrifices and offerings but
to make men perfect.

Two contrasts are drawn in verses 11-12.

(1) The old covenant priest stood daily, but
Messiah sat down. There were no chairsin
the tabernacle furniture. Messiah is seated
because His sacrificial work isfinished and
accepted. (2) The old covenant priest made
repeated sacrifices, but the Lord Messiah
made one sacrifice.

Verse 13 restates the thought of Psalm
110:1, quoted in Hebrews 1:13—that the
Son is now sitting at the Father’ s right hand,
waiting for His own kingdom to begin. He
has all authority, as every Christian
recognizes, but will not exerciseit al until
the proper time comes (Ps. 2:8).

Verse 14 isthe conclusion to verses 1-
13. What the law could not do (see 10:1;
also 7:19; 9:7), He did: “He has perfected
for al time those who are sanctified.” This
was God' s will that He accomplished.

It seems too good to be true that we are
perfect forever in God' s sight. What
evidence do we have that He sees us this
way? The most important witnessisthe

MORE QUESTIONS

Holy Spirit through God’sWord. Thisisthe
point of verses 15-18.

Verses 16-17 are arranged in an order of
climax. Verse 16 promisesthat God’s laws
will become part of us, then verse 17
promises that God will no longer remember
our sins. It might seem that the climax is
inverted, but it isnot. For God Himself to
forget our sinsis astounding!

The final conclusionisfound in verse
18. The argument isthe sametypeasin
7:11 and 8:7. Jesus new covenant sacrifice
has brought the forgiveness impossible
under the old covenant. Thereisno further
need for the old; the new has taken its place.

What are some practical lessons from
Hebrews 10:1-18? First, that true believers
are “perfect forever” in God' ssight. This
was God' swill that Messiah came into the
world to accomplish. He did not come to
make another external religion with
sacrifices and offerings for sin. We who
accept Him are perfect because we have
been forgiven for al sins, past, present, and
future. Thereisnothing we can add to make
us more acceptable. Now we can live as
God'’s children.

Second, we must serve God with our
whole body, not just our mind. Even
Messiah needed a body to accomplish God's
will. He accepted the body God gave Him,
then sacrificed it to save us. We should
have the same attitude.

2. Read Hebrews 10:19-25, where we see that our response to God’ s grace should be faith
based on hope and leading to love. Inthe New International Version verse 19 begins,
“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidenceto enter .. .” In verse 23 the word

“faith” should be “hope.”

a.  What two things give us confidence to enter God' s presence?
b Verses 22-25 have three exhortations beginning “Let us’ and stressing faith, hope,
and love. What are they? (Learn them in the right order.)
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3. Read the fourth magjor warning of the book: Hebrews 10:26-39. Willful sin (v. 26) is
deliberate sin resulting from rebellion, as seen in Numbers 15:27-36. “Despised” (v.
28) means “rejected.” “Done despite” (v. 29) means “insulted.” Verse33isclearerin
the New International Version: “Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and
persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.”
“Spoiling of your goods” (v. 34) means “seizure of your property.” “Perdition” (v. 39)

is“destruction.”

ax Canyougiveatitletothiswarning? You can see possible wordsto use in verses
26, 28, and 29. (Learnthetitlewegive.)

b. Hereisavauable study method, though some find it difficult. Seeif you can find
at least four similarities between this warning and Hebrews 6:4-20. For example,
each of these warnings begins with warning (see 6:4-8; 10:26-31) but then adds
consolation (see 6:9-20; 10:32-39). Other thingsto notice: Doesthe sinner in
guestion have hope? What attitude is needed in view of the danger? What
sustains us? What is the threatened punishment?

Read the commentary that follows, thinking of practical ways to do what Hebrews says to do.
From here on, we will not indicate lessons you should learn from each study. It isyour turn to

do that.

PART Il, OUR RESPONSE

PERSEVERING FAITH
10:19TO 13:17

Exhortation to Faith, Hope, and Love,
10:19-25

The remainder of Hebrews calls on usto
respond to God' s grace. The entire response
is summed up in the exhortation of 10:19-
25. These verses have three calls, each
beginning with “let us’ and dealing consecu-
tively with faith (v. 22), hope (v. 23), and
love (v. 24). We are called to persevering
faith based on hope and leading to love.

Thefirst call (vv. 19-22) isto faith. This
paragraph can be titled “ The Call to Free-
dom of Approach.” Verse 19 speaks of the
believer’s confidence (“boldness,” KJV) to
enter God' s dwelling place because of Jesus
blood. By His blood He has provided (1) a
new and living way to God, through the veil
of His own torn body, and (2) Himself as
High Priest over God's house. Our confi-
denceto enter isin contrast to the terror

produced by the law, which will be
described in 12:18-21.

We enter with “our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience” and “our bodies washed
with pure water” (v. 22). The fact that His
death cleansed our conscience was the point
in 9:11-14 and again in 10:1-18. But what is
the meaning of our body being washed?
Many think it refersto literally cleansing the
body in water baptism. That cannot be its
primary meaning, because (1) the parallel
statement about our heartsis not literal; (2)
baptism is “not the removal of dirt from the
flesh” (1 Peter 3:21); (3) John 13:10 (“he
who is bathed,” NASB) uses an equivalent
form of the same Greek verb to describe
spiritual cleansing; (4) we are bathed not by
baptism but by “regeneration and renewing
by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).

The meaning of “bodies washed”
becomes clear by considering the Old
Testament background for the whole
paragraph. It looks back to Leviticus 16:2-
6. The high priest would enter the Holy of
Holies on the Day of Atonement only after
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he had bathed and offered a sin offering. So
we in Messiah may approach God'’ s throne
with confidence. Perfect cleansing in
Messiah makes this possible.

The second call (v. 23) hasto do with
hope, that is, confident expectation regard-
ing the future. (KJV has no manuscript
evidence for trandating it “faith.”) This
hope has been referred to in nearly every
chapter; it isto share with Messiah in the
glory of the world to come, the salvation He
will bring in fulfillment of the promisesto
Abraham. Also noticein thisverse the
renewed emphasis on “confession” (asin
3:6,14; 4:14). The writer of Hebrewsisvery
concerned about doctrine—what we believe
and tell others. Thisverse can betitled,
“The Cdl to Firmness of Confession.”

Thethird call (vv. 24-25) deals with
love. We areto “stimulate” (“provoke,”
KJV) one another to love and good works.
The word tranglated “ stimulate,” actualy a
noun in Greek, expresses forceful action; it
istranslated “sharp disagreement” in Acts
15:39 (compare Prov. 27:5-6; 1 Cor. 13:5).
Though Christians should not meddle (1 Pet.
4:15), neither should they leave each other
alone; they should strongly encourage each
other to love. This paragraph can be called
“The Call to Fellowship for Encourage-
ment.”

Verse 25 makesit clear that failure to
join with the assembly of believersindicates
aspiritual problem. It could, in this case,
even be amanifestation of apostasy
(compare 1 John 2:19; Heb. 3:13).

Notice that “ as ye see the day approach-
ing” (v. 25) refersto the Lord’'s coming as
“the day” every Christian iswaiting for (1
Thess. 1:10). The author feelsthisis so well
known that the readers need no explanation.

The Danger of Despising, 10:26-39
Now we come to the fourth warning
passage in Hebrews. We saw the danger of

drifting in 2:1-4, of disbelief in 3:7-19, and
of degenerationin 5:11 t0 6:20. Thisoneis
the danger of despising (see KJV invv. 28
and 29).

Verse 26 makesit clear that thisis
willful sin, the same kind as in Numbers
15:30-36. In Hebrewsthissininvolvesthe
deliberate rejection of the gospel, as verses
28-29 explain.

Before the writer explains what he calls
willful sin, in verse 27 he presents the
consequences of such sin. He quotes from
Isaiah 26:11, where the context shows that
thewicked arein mind. That iswhy the
warning is about “the fury of afire which
will consume the adversaries.” These words
hardly apply to genuine Christians. The
consequences of willful sin are awesome.

Verse 28 looks back to Deuteronomy
13:8 and 17:2-6, both of which passages
required the death penalty for apostates.
What makes us certain that those are the
passagesin mind in verse 28? (1) Thesinis
the same: apostasy. Inverse 28 thesinisto
“set aside the Law of Moses’ (“despised
Moses' law,” KJV; see the use of the same
verb stemin 7:18 and 9:26). In each of the
Deuteronomy passages the sin is leaving the
law of Moses in order to worship other gods.
(2) The penalty isthe same: death. (3) The
reference to two or three witnesses |ooks
back to Deuteronomy 17:6. (4) “Without
mercy” reflects Deuteronomy 13:8.

Thistragic sin is described in three ways
inverse 29. Firgt, thissin meansthat a
person “ has trampled under foot the Son of
God.” Thisverb “trampled” isused in
Matthew 7:6 to describe what hogs might do
to pearls. Thissinislike crucifying the Son
of God again, as mentioned in Hebrews 6:6.

Second, such a person “ has regarded
[considered] as unclean the blood of the
covenant” (“counted the blood of the cove-
nant...an unholy thing,” KJV). This means
more than to outwardly show disrespect; it
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describes an inner attitude and viewpoint.
(We will consider the meaning of “by which
he was sanctified” later.)

Third, this person “has insulted the Spirit
of grace” (*hath done despite unto the Spirit
of grace,” KJV). The Greek verb, used only
here in the New Testament, means to mock
or insult. One can scarcely find a better
description of the blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit (see Matt. 12:32; Mark 3:29; Luke
12:10). The noun form of this verb was the
awful sin of insolence (bold lack of respect
for God). In the Septuagint thisverb isused
only in Leviticus 24:11, where it describes
blasphemy of God’ s name.

Notice that the “ severer punishment”
(“sorer punishment,” KJV) awaiting the
sinner of verse 29 must be worse than
physical death (compare Deut. 17:2-6).

The two quotations in verse 30 come
from Deuteronomy 32:35-36. They are part
of the song Moses told Israel to passon to
future generations (Deut. 32:1-43). Two
ideas are found in these quotations. (1)
Judgment is promised against those who do
not know the Lord. (2) The Lord will
deliver His people. The thought of fearful
and final judgment is emphasized by the last
verse of the paragraph (v. 31).

L et us restate some reasons why we
know that the “willful sin” is committed by
alost person. (1) No hopeis held out for
forgiveness of thissin. Itisasinagainst
God'sfina revelation and final sacrifice
(seev. 18). (2) Theone guilty of thissin
will suffer the fury of fire that will consume
adversaries (v. 27). (3) The Old Testament
background in Deuteronomy 13:6-11 and
17:2-6 is of those who abandon the Lord to
worship idols. (4) The descriptions of this
sinin verse 29 fit the attitudes and actions of
thelost. (5) The “severer punishment”
awaiting this sinner is worse than physical
death (v. 29). (6) The thought of verses 30-
3l isof God sjudging the wicked in afinal

sense. (7) The argument of chapters 5-10
supportsthisview. These chapters say that
the old covenant priesthood and sacrifices
could not bring genuine salvation and
sanctification. They were fulfilled in Jesus
the Messiah. Therefore, to deny Jesusisto
damn one’s own soul.

Can atrue believer commit this willful
sin? It might seem so; thissinner is called
“sanctified.” He"hasregarded [considered)]
as unclean the blood of the covenant by
which he was sanctified” (v. 29). Consider
some explanations of “he was sanctified.”

(1) Some conclude that thisisindeed a
believer that God elected but who will be
lost. Itisnot possible, however, for God's
elect to be lost (Matt. 24:24; Rom. 8:33).
Others teach that he is a believer but that the
danger is either (2) nonexistent or (3) not
serious. These views overlook the plain
meaning of the warning.

Y et others say that the one “sanctified”
in verse 29 is not the sinner but (4) the Son
of God or (5) the covenant. These are
possible grammatically, but elsewherein
Hebrews (2:11; 9:13; 10:10, 14; 13:12)
“sanctify” always describes other believers.

(6) Perhaps the sanctification hereis
provisional. Thiswould mean that
Messiah's atonement has “ provided”
sanctification that this person has not
received. Butis*”provisiona sanctification”
found elsewhere in the Bible?

(7) Perhaps the sanctification hereis
external. Thiswould mean that he has been
set apart merely by associating with believ-
ers. External sanctification isindeed taught
in the Scriptures (for example, 1 Cor. 7:14;
compare “holy brethren” in Heb. 3:1). But
the sinners in Hebrews are abandoning
fellowship with believers (compare 10:25).
Isthis awarning not to leave such externa
sanctification?

None of these views is entirely satisfac-
tory. The best possibilitiesare 4, 5, 6, or 7.
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The contrast that follows, in verses 32-
34, issimilar to the one in Hebrews 6:8-9.
After avery severe warning, the writer
reassures his readers; his attitude is positive
toward them. How they have suffered, we
do not know. At any rate, the believing
community has endured some rather severe
persecutions, though none has been killed
(compare Heb. 12:4). The writer encourages
them toward continued courage or confi-
dence. They have shown boldness before;
now they are not to throw it away. Thisis
the point of verse 35.

Verse 36 isthe logical conclusion from
verse 35: past confidence should continue
with endurance. Endurance, continuing firm
in al circumstances, will be akey to chap-
ters 11 and 12. According to verse 36
endurance leads to receiving “the promise”
(KJV and literal Greek), meaning the
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises
when Messiah will reign on planet earth.

Verses 37-38 quote Habakkuk 2:3-4 in
order to restate both the warning and
encouragement. God’' s words to Habakkuk
suggest three points. (1) Messiah will come
a second time in God’ s appointed season;
(2) in the meantime God' s people are to
continue in faith in spite of difficulties; (3)
they are not to shrink back (*draw back,”
KJV).

This quotation is applied directly to the
readersin verse 39: They will not join
“those who shrink back to destruction” but

MORE QUESTIONS

will show the same faith Habakkuk showed.
The serious nature of shrinking back is seen
initsresult, “destruction.” Thislatter word,
used only here in Hebrews, regularly means
the opposite of eternal life (asin Matt. 7:13;
John 17:12; Phil. 1:28; 3:19; 1 Thess. 2:3; 2
Pet. 2:3; 3:7; Rev. 17:8,11). Therefore,
shrinking back is not aminor sin; it isyet
another description of leaving Christianity
and going back to a Judaism apart from
Messiah.

Notice that this warning section in its
last verses (vv. 37-39) has returned to the
main thoughts of the previous section. The
previous section (vv. 19-25) had begun the
exhortation to respond to God’ s grace by
persevering faith and had ended by speaking
about the Lord's coming, “the day approach-
ing” (v. 25). Thewarning section ends with
the same two thoughts: the Lord’s coming
and our living by faith. The Lord’ s coming:
“Yet alittle while, and he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry” (v. 37).
Living by faith: “We are...of those who
have faith to the preserving of the soul” (v.
39, NASB).

In other words, the warning in chapter
10 follows the same pattern as the warning
in5:11 to 6:20. It interrupts the argument of
the book but returns to the main themein
order to resume that argument in chapter 11.
There is adiagram about the warning at the
end of thislesson. Study it.

4. Do you have direct access to God? If so, on what basis?

5. (your own conclusions) Write down practical waysin which you can obey the three
parts of the exhortation beginning at 10:19. Be definite.
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Relation of Warning in Hebrews 10:26-39 to the Argument
10:19-25 10:26-39 11:1-40
Begins exhortation WARNING Resumes exhortation
to live by faith DANGER OF DESPISING to live by faith
(Section ends with: (Section ends with: Gives examples of
until the Lord comes, Live by faith living by faith
v. 25) until the Lord comes, vv. 37-39)

6.2 Summarize each of the seven arguments that Hebrews 10:26-31 describesasin
committed by alost person. Memorize the five that are indicated in Answers.

Prepare for unit 3 examination in the usual way (see the end of lesson 3). Then takeit.
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Unit Four

Lesson 11

Can you quote from memory three verses from Hebrews 11-13?
From Hebrews 11 can you match ten specific people with the things
they did by faith? How does Hebrews 11:1 describe faith? What
were Abraham and his descendants |ooking for?

In this unit you will study Hebrews 11-13, then look once more at the book asawhole. The last
three chapters of Hebrews continue to encourage us to respond to God' s grace with persevering

faith.
1=

Read Hebrews 11-13, choosing at least three verses to memorize during this last unit.
Each verse must have twelve or more words. Write out the versesto carry around with
you, and read them repeatedly. If you want, you may learn them from a version
different from the King James Version. If you do, write out a copy for your WW LIT
principal to use to check you in the examination. Here are some suggestions of verses
you may want to choose from: 11:1, 6; 12:1, 2, 14, 28; 13:5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 20-21.

Hebrews 11 isthe great “Faith Chapter” of the Bible. By showing how faith has been
demonstrated in sacred history, it encourages us to continue living by faith. Reread
Hebrews 11:1-2, which shows that faith gives strength because it lays hold of God and
His promise. How does verse 1 describe faith in terms of two thingsit producesin us?
NOTE: In KJV “substance” (v. 1) probably means “assurance.” “Obtained a good
report” (v. 2) means “gained approval.”

Read Hebrews 11:3-38, which lists some of faith’svictories. Notice how it brings
understanding (v. 3), righteousness (vv. 4-7), promises (vv. 8-22), and mighty deeds
(vv. 23-38). Asyou read, list at least fifteen things that people mentioned by name did
or experienced by faith. For example, ABEL OFFERED a better sacrifice and STILL
SPEAKS, v. 4; and MOSES REFUSED to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.
Learn the ones listed in Answers.

NOTE: InKJV “trandated” (v. 5) means “taken up to heaven (without dying).”
“Sojourned” (v. 9) means “lived asan alien.” Inthe same verse “tabernacles’ are tents.
“Departing” (v. 22) refers to the Exodus from Egypt. “Proper” (v. 23) means
“beautiful.” “Assaying” (v. 29) means “attempting.” “Compassed about” (v. 30)
means “encircled.” “Waxed valiant” (v. 34) means “became brave.”

In regard to the hope of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:

a. What they hoped for isindicated in verses 8-9 and again in verses 10 and 14-16.
How do these verses seem to express different hopes?

bz  What city were they and their descendants looking for?
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5. Read Hebrews 11:39-40, which points to faith’s culmination (that is, its high point and
goal). “Obtained agood report” (v. 39) means “gained approval.”
a.  What idea (key to this chapter) does verse 39 repeat from verse 2?
b.  Why did all these people not receive what God promised them?
6.2 Now practice your memory of what specific people did by faith. For each namein the
first column choose a deed from the second column.
PEOPLE DEEDS
a. Abel 1) lived asan dien
b. Enoch 2) received strength to have a son
c. Noah 3) offered a better sacrifice
d. Abraham 4) prepared (built)
e. Sarah 5) forsook Egypt
6) was taken alive to heaven
7= More of the same practice.
PEOPLE DEEDS
a. Abraham 1) blessed Jacob and Esau
b. Isaac 2) prepared (built)
c. Jacob 3) gave commandment concerning bones
d. Joseph 4) blessed Joseph’s sons
e. Moses 5) forsook Egypt
6) offered his son
8  Still more of the same practice.
PEOPLE DEEDS
a. Rahab 1) perished not
b. Abel 2) refused to be called
c. Abraham 3) went out (from his homeland)
d. Joseph 4) made mention of departure
e. Moses 5) blessed Jacob and Esau

6) still speaks

Asyou read the commentary that follows, consider whether your own life shows that you have

faith.

Faith Demonstrated in Sacred History,
11:1-40

Hebrews 11-13 give in more detail the
exhortations given briefly in 10:19-25. But
although the emphasisis on practical
exhortations, doctrine is either taught or
assumed here as well.

In a sense chapter 11 continues the
encouragement just given in 10:32-39. This

famed “Faith Chapter” of the Bible
describes old covenant saints who endured
in faith; they did not draw back to
destruction.

An Explanation of Faith, 11:1-3

Hebrews 11:1 does not really define
faith; rather, it describesit. First, faith
always involves the unseen (vv. 1,3,7,10;
2 Cor. 5:7). Second, faith always includes
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conviction (being sure of something). This
does not mean that there is much evidence to
convince us; there may be very little
(compare Luke 16:31).

Verse 2 indicates one of the things that
we cannot see but are sure of: namely,
approval from God. This concept of
approval tiesthe chapter together; it isfound
inverse 2 and verse 39. The theme then of
Hebrews 11 is how these people by faith
gained approval from God. Infact, we
could state the idea of the chapter like this:
the only assured result of faith is approval
from God. The world demands more of life
than God' s approval. But what more would
God' s child want?

Examples of Faith, 11:4-38

The first three examples (vv. 4-7) lived
before the flood: Abel, Enoch, and Noah.
Notice that each caseis very different.
Though righteous before God, Abel was
murdered and still calls for vengeance.
Enoch did not die at all; God took him.
Noah condemned the world, which all
perished, but saved his own family.

The next two examples (vv. 8-12) are
Abraham and Sarah. There can be no doubt
that to Abraham and his descendants God
promised the land of Canaan. Some
interpret this spiritually, making the land
mean something different. But this chapter
gives evidence that God meant it literally.
(1) Verses 8-10 say that Abraham left Ur to
go to Canaan. If the promises to him were
only spiritual, why was it necessary for him
to move? (2) Theland of Canaanis
described as “the land of promise” (v. 9).
(3) Verses 15-16 show that the heavenly city
isrelated to the land of promise. (4) Joseph
wanted his bones transported to Canaan (v.
22) because he shared in the hope of aliteral
fulfillment of the land promises.

Verses 13-16 demonstrate the anticipa-
tion of faith. They state that “all these,” that
is, Abraham’ s great number of descendants

just mentioned in verse 12, died in faith. By
faith they saw the promises—that is, the
future fulfillment of the promises—but did
not receive them. They were willing to die
without a country of their own. Even the
Promised Land was not theirs yet, until the
coming of the city God has prepared. That
day isstill future.

Verses 17-22 look at the ancestors of
Israel. Abraham gives amajestic
demonstration of faithin verses 17-19. In
obedience to God's command he “offered up
Isaac,” the promised son who was to carry
on his name and covenant. He expected
God to do something never seen before—
raise Isaac from the dead! This he expected
by faith, with no evidence except God's
Word.

Verses 23-28 tell about Moses, the |aw-
giver, who walked by faith. Notice that the
acts of faith listed in connection with Moses
all precede the giving of thelaw. No
examples of hisfaith are given from the time
spent at Mount Sinai or after that. The
implication isclear: faith came before the
law, and it was faith that made M oses great
in God's eyes.

Verses 29-31 tell about ancient Israel at
the beginning of the Exodus and at the end
of the years of wandering in the desert.
Verses 32-38 give a sample of the many
other heroes of faith and their deeds. Inthis
paragraph verses 35-37 completely refute
so-called “prosperity theology,” which
teaches that faith guarantees prosperity. It
was faith that enabled some to endure
torture and death, just asit enabled othersto
win great battles (v. 34).

The Extension of Faith, 11:39-40

In verse 39 the theme of the chapter is
once again stated: faith brings God's
approval. The original readers of Hebrews
needed to be reminded of this—and so do
we.
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Verse 39 also stresses the need for full number of the elect has been attained.

endurance. All the peoplereferred to in Until then even we who have begun to enjoy
chapter 11 are still awaiting the fulfillment His new covenant must still live by faith.

of the promisesfirst given to Abraham. In But the day will come when we will al be
fact, the next verse (v. 40) indicates that blessed together.

those promises will not be fulfilled until the

MORE QUESTIONS

0.

10.
11.

12.

According to the description of faith in 11:1, what are two things always true about
faith?

What is the theme of Hebrews 117

Restate the evidence that God intendsto give the Promised Land to Abraham and his
descendants.

Do you live by faith? How do you know?

L esson 12

In running our race of faith, what should we lay aside and what
should we look at? What is the main value of God' s discipline? the
fifth warning? What two scenes are contrasted in the fifth warning?

Hebrews 12 shows how faith—in its aspect of hope—is recommended for us. It also hasthe last
major warning of the book, based on a dramatic description.

1=

Before you begin chapter 12, practice writing from memory the three verses you chose
inlesson 11. You should be able to write them perfectly, with their references, for the
unit examination.

Read Hebrews 12:1-3, which encourages us to run our race of faith with patience. It

reminds us of those who have given witness in the past and points us to our Great

Leader. “Despising the shame” of the cross (v. 2) means that He considered unim-

portant the humiliation He had to suffer. “Contradiction” (v. 3) means “ opposition.”

a.  Inourrace of faith, we usually know what our sinsare. But how can we
recognize a“weight” (v. 1)?

b. Thisrace seemslong. But we can see at the goal the Author and Finisher of our
faith—who showed us how to run and reached the prize. What kept Him going?
(v.2)

cx Summarize what we should lay aside and what we should look at, as we run our
race of faith.
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3.  Read Hebrews 12:4-17, which explains the good effects of God' s discipline. Theword
“discipline” is found—in different forms—in each verse 5-11 (NASB, NIV). Inthe
same places “chasten,” “chastening,” and “chastisement” are used in the King James
Version. “Discipling” is more accurate; though it includes punishment, it refersto all
aspects of upbringing and training. “Exercised” (v. 11) means “trained.” “Fornicator,
or profane person” (v. 16) means “sexually immoral or godless.”

a  What attitude does God have toward those He disciplines?

b  What does He accomplish by this discipline?

c. Wearewarned not to let anybody poison the rest of us (v. 15) and that no one be
like Esau (v. 16). What was he like?

d. How should you respond when God disciplines you?

4.  Read thefifth and last major warning, Hebrews 12:18-29. These verses contrast the
scenes at two mountains where God has spoken: (a) Mount Sinai, where He gave the
first covenant, and (b) the heavenly Mount Zion, where He has given the new covenant.
At the latter He has spoken His final word before He judges. “Entreated” (v. 19) means
“begged.” “Dart” (v. 20) means “spear.” “Have grace” (v. 28) means “be thankful.”
ax Canyou giveatitleto thiswarning? Learn the onein Answers.

b. List the eight things and persons we have cometo. (Thefirst four words of v. 23
may go with the end of v. 22: “angelsinjoyful assembly.”)

c. “Theblood of sprinkling” is Messiah’s blood, which has inaugurated the new
covenant (aswe saw in 9:15-24). How do you suppose it “ speaks better things’
than Abel’ sblood? (Compare Gen. 4:10; Heb. 11:4.)

d. Thosethat defy God will lose everything; those that listen will gain everything.
What will God do in judgment, according to verses 26-27?

e.  What will remain as our inheritance?

fz  Check your memory. What two scenes are contrasted in this warning?

Hope means either (1) our firm expectation of what God is going to do or (2) the future thing we
so expect. Asyou read the commentary that follows, consider what is the Christian hope in the

second sense.

Faith Recommended for Us, 12:1-29

Hebrews 12 reminds us of powerful
reasons why our faith must persevere in
hope (looking to the future). This chapter
could be titled “ The Patience of Hope.”

The Examples of Patient Endurance,
12:1-3

Our first examples are the “cloud of
witnesses’ (12:1), the heroes of faith
described in chapter 11. How are they
“witnesses’? Not as spectators watching us
perform but as those who give testimony to
what they have seen or known. The Greek

word for “witness’ always refers to one who
gives testimony of his own experience; heis
not just a passive observer. These heroes of
Hebrews 11 “surround” us—not physically
nor personally but by means of the record
God gives usin Scripture—and they testify
to the fact that faith brings God' s approval.
This encourages us to run our race with
endurance.

Another great exampleisreferredtoin
verses 2-3: that of Jesus. Itisclear that He
did not throw Hislife away. Hewaswilling
to endure the shame of the cross because His
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eyes were set on the joy that lay beyond it.
“Despising the shame” means that He
counted the shame as unimportant in com-
parison with the future glory. Christians
should feel the same.

The Endurance of Discipline, 12:4-13

This paragraph considers the difficulties
that have befallen the readers of Hebrews.
These difficulties do not indicate God's
displeasure but Hislove. Heisnot punish-
ing but doing something quite different; He
isdisciplining in order to produce righteous-
ness. Disciplineisatool in Hishand to
correct them and instruct them.

Verse 4 says that the readers have not
suffered severely yet (as many of the saints
in chapter 11 did). Thisimpliesthat they are
not in Jerusalem, because Stephen and
James have already been martyred there.

The quotation of Proverbs 3:11-12 in
verses 5 and 6 supports the idea that disci-
plineisasign of God'slove and isfor the
Christian’ s good.

Verse 12 beginstelling believers how to
apply the truth about discipline. 1t quotes
from Isaiah 35:3, aword of encouragement
to Israel in view of God's promises of a
future kingdom. So also the readers of
Hebrews should be lifted up by the same
promises.

Proverbs 4:16 (Septuagint) gives the
thought behind verse 13: do not make
others stumble. In every way possible the
believing community should encourage each
one not to falter in his confession of
Messiah.

The Ethics of Those Who Endure, 12:14-
17

Those who endure will pursue after
peace (v. 14a) and sanctification (vv. 14b-
17). “Sanctification” (literally, setting apart)
has several meanings. Inthisversethe
Greek has an article, “ pursue the sanctifica-
tion,” which probably meansthat it refersto
a"“ setting apart” aready mentioned.

Consider the two following uses of the term.
(1) Hebrews 10:10, 14 refer to a positional
sanctification aready assumed to have taken
place. Inour position we have been set
apart from the world, as those destined to
partake with Christ in Hisglory. But we
cannot pursue that sanctification; itis
aready afact. (2) Thereisaso apractical
sanctification, the necessary result of posi-
tional sanctification. Using the same Greek
stem, 12:10 refers to this as “holiness,” the
goal of discipline. Thiswe can pursue (see
also John 3:2-3; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21,
Matt. 5:8).

Verse 15isclosely tiedto verse 14. As
the readers are pursuing peace and sanctifi-
cation they are to be watching out for the
spiritual welfare of others. Verses 15-17
prepare the reader for the warning section at
the end of this chapter.

A person who *comes short [fail, KIV]
of the grace of God” is one who leaves his
profession of Messiah to go back to
Judaism.

Notice the following in verses 15-17.

(1) The congregation isto watch out for
individualsin the group (“that no one,”
NASB; “lest any man,” KJV) who might
beginto fal away. (2) The expression “root
of bitterness’ looks back to Deuteronomy
29:18 and apostasy such as described there.
(3) The sin involves someone like Esau, who
was profane (godless) and without spiritual
insight or interest. He was only concerned
with satisfying his flesh (see Gen. 25:27-34;
27:1-40).

In verse 17 the author saysthat Esau’'s
decision could not be reversed; neither can
the choice of one who finally rejects Christ.
What Esau sought for with tears was not a
place for repentance but the blessing, as seen
by this punctuation and emphasis: “When
he desired to inherit THE BLESSING, he
was rejected (for he found no place for
repentance), though he sought for IT with
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tears.” It wastoo late to secure the blessing,
for he had despised it earlier. (Some teach
that he sought for “repentance,” meaning a
“change of mind” in hisfather. Theresultis
the same.)
An Explanation for the Ethics, 12:18-24
The contrast here is between Mount
Sinai and Mount Zion. Mount Sinai was the
place where God spoke the words of the first
covenant. ThisMount Zionisnow in
heaven but will be moved to earth asthe
center of the coming kingdom (see Ps. 2:6;
48:1-2,8; 102:12-22; 132:11-18; 146:10; |sa.
2:1-5).
The heavenly Jerusalemisalso in exist-
ence now and will be on earth during that
eternal kingdom, asits capital (Gal. 4:24-31,
Heb. 11:10,16).
After referring to the heavenly Jerusalem
in verse 22, the author describes its inhabi-
tantsin verses 22b to 23. Five categories are
glven (using NASB):
. Myriads (meaning many thousands) of
angelsin festal (joyful) assembly
2. the church of thefirstborn (that is, those
who already belong to the church in the
new covenant age)

3. God

4. the spirits of righteous men made perfect
(that is, old covenant saints)

5. Jesus

“The blood of sprinkling” is Jesus
blood, which He shed as His priestly sacri-
fice (9:12-14). By sprinkling it to cleanse
heavenly things, He inaugurated the new
covenant (9:16-23).

MORE QUESTIONS

The Danger of Denying, 12:25-29

Hereisthefifth and last warning
passage in Hebrews.

We should not “refuse himwho is
speaking from heaven” (v. 25). Theword
here trandated “refuse” aso means:
decline, avoid, deprecate (feel and express
disapproval), or reject. We should not do
thisto God. On earth—at Mount Sinai—
God spoke giving the old covenant; from
heaven—on Mount Zion—He offers the
new covenant (v. 24). He speaks through
Christ’s blood of the new covenant, which
“gpeaks better than the blood of Abel.”
Abel’sblood cries for vengeance (11:4;
Gen. 4:10); Jesus' blood offers forgiveness.
Thisis God' s last word.

Once again the author uses a“much-
more” type of argument. We know that
disobedience to the old covenant law
brought judgment, as seen in the wilderness
wanderings. How much more, then, will
judgment come to those who turn away from
God’ s voice through the Son!

Verse 26 quotes from Haggal 2:6, which
looks forward to the coming of Messiah’s
kingdom to the earth. Just astherewas a
shaking of the earth at Sinai (see Exod.
19:18; Ps. 68:7-8), so will there be afar
greater shaking in the tribulation (see Rev.
6:12; 11:13; 16:18; Hag. 2:6; Zech. 14:4;
Matt. 24.7; 1sa. 2:19-21). Temporary things
must be shaken and removed so that the
unshakable kingdom can be established (v.
27; seelsa. 13:13; Ezek. 38:19).

Because believers have part in that
unshakabl e kingdom, our response should be
both gratitude and awe (v. 28).

5. What isthe “sanctification” we should pursue?

6.  What do the heavenly Mount Zion and Jerusalem have to do with the coming kingdom?

7.  What does Hebrews 12 prove from Haggai 2:6?

Hebrews
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To conclude, what do you think Hebrews 12 presents as the Christian hope?

Lesson 13

From Hebrews 13 can you list five exhortations meaningful to you?
Can you give a general outline for Hebrews? the five major warn-
ings? the number of the “ Faith Chapter” ?

Hebrews has been exhorting us to respond to Christ with persevering faith. Chapter 13 con-
cludes that exhortation, showing that such faith is manifested by love, purity, and fidelity. It
ends with an epilogue. After studying Hebrews 13 you will reread the entire book.

1.

Read Hebrews 13:1-17, listing at least ten exhortations. If possible, it would be helpful
for you to say these in your own words. For example, instead of “Let brotherly love
continue” (v. 1), you might say, “Keep on loving one another as brothers.” When you
finish, see Answers.

NOTE: InKJV “marriage is honorable” (v. 4) probably means “marriage should be
honored.” “Whoremongers’ (v. 4) are sexually immoral. Verse 7 isclearer in the New
American Standard Bible: “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God
to you; and considering the outcome of their way of life, imitate their faith.” “Conver-
sation” (vv. 5,7) means “way of life.” “Meats’ (v. 9) refersto “ceremonial foods.” “To
communicate” (v. 16) means “to share possessions with others.”

Here are more questions relating to the same verses.

a.  Verses7 and 8 refer to former pastors of the Hebrews. What do you think the
relation might be between the two verses?

b.  (Youmay find this difficult, but try making an interpretation.) Verses 10-13
show that we have a privilege denied to the priests of the old covenant. What and
where isthe altar from which we eat?

c. Wealso have priestly sacrificesto make. What are three of them as mentioned in
verses 15-167

d. What isthe main responsibility of those who “have therule” over us?

ex Now, from Hebrews 13:1-17 choose five of the exhortations that are meaningful
to you, and memorize them.

Read Hebrews 13:18-25. Thisisthe epilogue, which (a) requests and offers prayer and

(b) shares personal information about the writer.

a.  List from these verses at least three facts about the writer and Timothy.

b.  Theprayer in verses 20-21 is amarvelous doxology. What doesit call our Lord
Jesus?

c. What isthe “everlasting covenant” in the prayer?

Asyou read the commentary that follows, think of practical ways you can do the things
commanded in Hebrews 13.
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Hebrews 1:1 to 10:18 looked at the
doctrine of the Son’s superiority. Hebrews
10:19-25 briefly stated the exhortation based
on that doctrine: our response should be
persevering faith. Hebrews 11-13 enlarges
on the practical meaning of that faith from
three viewpoints. (@) how faith is demon-
strated in sacred history (ch. 11), (b) how
faith is recommended for us (ch. 12), and
(c) how faith is manifested (ch. 13). These
chapters seem to emphasize the work of
faith (ch. 11), the patience of hope (ch. 12),
and the labor of love (13:1-17).

Faith Manifested by Love and Fidelity,
13:1-17

Chapter 13 emphasizes love toward
Messiah and others. Thefirst four verses
show that love serves others. brethrenin
general, strangers, prisoners, and partnersin
marriage. Why was it necessary to
command that “marriage be held in honor”
and “the marriage bed be undefiled” (v. 4,
NASB)? Probably for one or both of the
following reasons. Much sexua immorality
in the culture may have brought about (1)
immorality in the church or (2) asceticism
(that is, saying no to normal bodily desires)
as an attempt to prevent such sinin the
church.

Verses 5-6 emphasize the sufficiency of
God. Covetousness (NASB has “the love of
money”) seeks possessions that God knows
could hurt us. We must learn to be content,
trusting His presence and goodness.

Verses 7-9 emphasize the stability
provided by Messiah. He was the solid
basis for the life and ministry of the
Hebrews' former leaders (“those who led
you, who spoke the word of God to you,”
NASB). This basisdoes not change and
cannot be improved.

Verses 10-14 emphasize the separation
of Hebrew believers from Judaism. The

sacrificereferred toin verse 11 isthe sin
offering for the high priest or the whole
community (see Lev. 4:1-21; 16:27-28).
Verse 13 may aso refer to the red heifer
sacrifice explained in Numbers 19. Those
who went outside the camp in connection
with those sacrifices were considered
unclean and worthy of reproach (that is,
disgraceful). After burning the sacrifice,
they were required to take a bath before
coming back into the camp. Similarly, Jesus
suffered for the Hebrew believers (and for
us) outside the camp of Judaism. The altar
from which they can eat is not in the temple
(wherethe priests eat). Therefore, they must
leave Judaism and suffer reproach with
Messiah.

Verses 15-16 emphasi ze the sacrifice of
worship. All believers can offer such
sacrifice; we are al priests and have one
High Priest. The sacrifices that please God
are not the earthly sacrifices on an earthly
altar but the spiritual sacrificesthat come
from a pure heart. Theseinclude praising
God and sharing with others.

Verse 17 emphasizes submission to
leaders. These are probably the eldersin
each church. Their responsibility, “keep
watch over your souls,” is stated similarly in
Acts 20:28 and 1 Peter 5:2. Other believers
are to obey them and submit to them for
their own good.

The Conclusion, 13:18-25

Hebrews began with a prologue and ends
with an epilogue. These last verses give
information about the writer, request prayer,
and offer prayer in a beautiful doxology.

The writer wants to see the Hebrews and
will come if Timothy does, who is now out
of prison. Hisprayer isthat the God of
peace “equip you” (KJV has“make you
perfect”) to do His will—and that He be
glorified. ThisGod isthe one who raised

Hebrews

Lesson 13



from the dead the Lord Jesus, “the great in Messiah has provided a new and eterna
Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of covenant, which will meet all the needs of
the eternal covenant.” Thus, the conclusion those who believe.

restates the main theme of this epistle: God

REVIEW

4.

6.

Hereisasimplified outline of the book, which you should learn by memory, including
the chapter references. Practice writing it.

. The Son is better I1. We should live
A. than angels, chs. 1-2 A. by faith, ch. 11
B. than Moses, chs. 3-4 B. in hope, ch. 12
C. than Aaron, chs. 5-10 C. with love, ch. 13

Read the entire book of Hebrews rapidly, using as guide the outline you have just
learned. Asyou read, list verses you want to study further. To send in, make a copy of
these verses titled “ Reading Report 3: Versesto Study.” Put your name on this report.

Test your memory.
a. What isthe “Faith Chapter”?
b. What are the five magjor warnings in this book?
c.  Which chapters compare Jesus to Moses? to Aaron?
d.  Which chapters emphasize living
1. withlove? 2. by faith? 3.inhope?

Prepare for unit 4 examination in the usual way. Then takeit. Do not forget to turn in reading

report 3.
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Unit 1

ANSWERS

Lesson 1

2.
3.

SIS o

10.

We know that it was not Paul but are not sure who it was.

(@) For Timothy’s name, Hebrews puts the description before the name.

(b) Hebrews emphasizes Isragl’ s unbelief rather than idolatry and sin.

(c) Hebrews does not give the author’ s name.

(d) The Hebrews author puts himself outside the apostolic band.

(e) Hebrews always quotes from the Septuagint.

Italy

They are essential to the argument, part of it.

(a) to encourage the believersto mature

(b) to warn the readers against disowning Christ and going back to Judaism

a four (1:1-4) b. God hath spoken (1:1-2).

C. becauseit isby His Son (1:2). Thisisthe rest of the theme.

Y our answer may have been this brief: The Son is (a) Heir, (b) Creator, (c) brightness of

God' s glory, (d) Image of God, (e) Upholder of all things, (f) sacrifice for sins, (g) seated

beside God.

a. Didyou notice that His being God’ s Image means that when we see Him we see just
what the Father islike? And that as Upholder He actually determines what happens
in history?

b. Perhaps (to give some examples) you said that (1) as Heir everything belongsto Him;
(2) He made time and whatever exists in time; (3) He shows the Father’s glory as
sunlight shows the sun’s glory; (4) He shows the Father’ s character in detail.

c. Youshould realize at least that your eternal welfare depends on your being rightly
related to the Son.

He finished that work, and God accepted what He did.

L esson 2

1.
2.

3.
4.

6.
7

a. the Son and the angels b. Son
“To which of the angels said He at any time?’ (1:5,13)
(You will look at these one by one in the following questions.)
a. Anointed (v. 2), King (v. 6), Son (vv. 7,12)
b. the heathen (that is, the nations) and the whole earth (v. 8)
Heisto ask forit. (v. 8)
c. My beloved Son (in whom | am well pleased)
a. askingoverlsrael b. Solomon
c. that Heisthe King (Heir to the kingdom)
NOTE: This meaning of Son does not deny Jesus' deity. Hebrews 1:2 has already said
that He isthe Creator of all things.
a. David (v.20) b. They will worship the Son.
that they are under the orders of someone else and have changeable activities
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11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

God (1:8) b. for ever and ever (1:8)

because He loves righteousness and hates iniquity

changeit (1:12)  b. Hewill never change. (1:12)

His Father’ s throne (Revelation 3:21 clearly distinguishes between the Father’ s throne
and the Son’ s future throne.)

the throne of David c. until the Father makes His enemies His footstool
ministering spirits  b. minister to those who shall inherit salvation

future (“shall be heirs")

All of them speak of salvation as future.

NOTE: Inthefirst three Gospels, salvation is often spoken of as entering or inherit-
ing the kingdom, which will take place in the future. Thereis also a present aspect of
salvation, emphasized in passages such as Ephesians 25, 8.

because it isasynonym for Christ but retainsits royal meaning (that is, seeing Him as
King)

Some of the evidences are these:

(a) His better name, “ Son”

(b) the command to the angels to worship Him when He comesto rule

(c) Hisrule as God compared to their temporary nature and ministry

(d) His unchangeable character in contrast to His changeable creation

(e) Hispresent position, seated and waiting at God’ s right hand

a. toshow that the Son is greater than the angelsin His person

b. Christ’sfuture reign on earth (the kingdom)

oo

To oo

Lesson 3

1.

W

a. Perhapsyou caled it “the danger of drifting.” Learn thistitle.

b. that the Son isgreater than the angels

c. that of the angels (2:2; that is, the law) and that of the Son (the Lord, 2:3)

It was futurein 1:14.

He includes himself among those who heard the eyewitnesses—that is, heard the

apostles—and saw God' s confirmation of their testimony (“confirmed unto us by them

that heard him; God aso bearing them witness,” 2:3-4). In other words, (a) he was not
one of the apostles, and (b) apparently the miracles were now past.

Learn these four: We know that “salvation” in Hebrews 2:3 is still future for the

following reasons:

() The sameword “salvation” in 1:14 was definitely future.

(b) “Salvation” is future elsewhere in Hebrews.

(c) The miracles associated with the announcement of this salvation were miracles of the
world to come (2:5; 6:5).

(d) Hebrews 2:5 identifies the subject being discussed as “the world to come.”

a It says, “theworld to come, that we are talking about” (2:5).

b. It (1) quotes Psalm 8 to show that God has put al things in subjection under man’s
feet (2:6-8a) but (2) states that thisis not yet true (2:8b). (Therefore, it must take
place in the world to come.)

a suffer (2:10)
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b. It perfected Him. For them it “destroyed” the devil and delivered them from
bondage.
7. a beamerciful and faithful High Priest, to make reconciliation and help those who are
tempted
b. You probably noticed that He “ suffered” when tempted, which meansit wasreal and
difficult. He could be tempted because He had the limitations and weaknesses—
though not the sins—of aman.
8. a (1) to be perfected through sufferings
(2) to make Satan’ s power without effect
(3) to become amerciful and faithful High Priest
b. tolead many sonsto the glory of the world to come
REVIEW QUESTIONS
la 2d 3d 4b 5d 6.a 7.d 8.c
9-10. (ineither order)
9. to encourage the believers to mature
10. to warn the readers against disowning Christ and going back to Judaism
11. to provethat the Son is greater than the angels (in His person)
12. thedanger of drifting
13-16. (inany order) Seethe answersto question 4, above.
17. tolead many sonsto the glory of the world to come

Unit 2
Lesson 4
1. Here are some of the things you may have noticed:
(@) ItisGod srest (3:11,18; 4:4-5).
(b) God swore that the generation that tempted Him in the wilderness would not enter
(3:11; 4:3,5).
() Itisthe same as being “ partakers of Christ” (3:14).
(d) Moses' generation could not enter because of unbelief (3:19; 4:2,11).
(e) Thereisapromisefor usto enter it (4:1,6).
(f) Wewho have believed do enter it (4:3).
(9) Therearetwo “days’ of invitation: when it wasfirst preached and “Today” (4:6-8;
3:13).
(h) Joshua did not give them (that) rest (4:8).
(i) Itisarestthat “remains’ for God's people (4:9).
() Entering God' s rest means ceasing from one’ s works as God did (4:10).
(K) We should work to enter that rest (4:11).
2. a “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling”
b. Apostle and High Priest
3. a Moses b. They were both faithful to God.
c. Learnthese:
(2) Jesus built the house of which Moses was a part (3:3-4).
(2) Heis God's Son while Moses was God' s servant (3:5-6).
(3) Heisover the house while Moses wasin it (3:2,6).
(4) His ministry was a fulfillment of that of Moses (3:5).
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d. our confidence and the rgjoicing of our hope (3:6)
4. The Romans passage aso refers to our hope of future glory (5:2) and thinks of it as
salvation (5:9-10).
5. a harden our hearts, as |srael did in the desert (3:8)
b. There are several possible names for this danger: departing, hardening our hearts,
unbelief, disbelief. Remember disbelief.
by not believing (3:18) and, therefore, hardening their hearts (3:8,15)
the Promised Land
exhort one another, lest anyone be hardened (3:13)
being Messiah’s partners
holding the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto theend (Thisiscalled
“perseverance.”)
7. You probably said, because it cuts us off from God, who is the source of al blessings.

o oo

Lesson 5
1. a entering into the promised rest
b. that God would give them the Promised Land (promised to Abraham and his
descendants)
a. enter into [God' 5] rest b. those who have believed
(It should make you humble yourself before God and accept His Word.)
It says that if Joshua had given them rest, God would not later have spoken of another
day of invitation.
His capital will be Jerusalem; His kingdom will be over all the nations of the earth.
We will rest from our own labors as God rested from His labors after the creation.
that
a. Christ’s future kingdom
b. (1) By using Psalm 95 asits basis, Hebrews 3:7 to 4:13 shows that the “rest” isthe
samein both.
(2) The fact that one invitation ceased and another started later, shows that the “rest”
must be agoa of history. Thisfavorsits being the long-anticipated kingdom.
(3) By identifying this“rest” with God’ s Sabbath rest (especialy in 4:4-10), Hebrews
points directly to the kingdom. The Sabbath is a shadow of what isto come.
(4) By using “partakers of Christ” as equivalent to entering the “rest” (3:14),
Hebrews echoes what it said earlier about the kingdom.
9. Prologue (Theme), 1:1-4
|.  The Superiority of the Son, 1:4 to 10:18
A. His Superiority to Angels, 1:4to 2:18
B. His Superiority to Moses, 3:1 to 4:13
C. His Superiority to Aaron, 4:14 to 10:18

El A

O N O

L esson 6
1. a high priest, Jesus, profession
b. because He was tempted like us (4:15)
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c. You probably said that because of Jesus' presence there (and His triumph over death
and the devil), we are accepted at that throne and will obtain God' s help there rather
than condemnation.
hold fast our confession, come in prayer to the throne of grace
Jesus with Aaron (the high priest)
for Him to offer gifts and sacrificesfor sin
(1) He must be aman (in order to sympathize with other men in their weakness).
(2) He must be called of God.
c. Thou art apriest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4; notice how
Melchizedek is spelled).
d. Helearned “obedience” (v. 8)—that is, what obedience can cost.
He became the author of eternal salvation to all that obey Him (v. 9).
3. both priest and king
4. He became fully qualified to be High Priest.

[\
oo

Lesson 7
1. a Perhapsyou caled it “the danger of deserting the Son” or something similar. Learn
thisone: “the danger of degeneration” (agenera moral breakdown).
b. “aHigh Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek”
a. Theauthor findsit difficult to explain his subject, since the Hebrews are sluggish in
hearing.
b. Asunweaned babies they want to continue living on milk rather than solid food.
3. a repentance, faith, baptisms (that is, washings), laying on of hands, resurrection,
judgment
b. go on unto perfection
c. land that has been carefully worked and watered but will produce nothing but thorns
and thistles
d. becausein their work and the love they have showed to other Christians, they have
showed that they are true believers
e. faith and patience (6:12)
4. a. by swearing by Himself, to Abraham (6:13,16-17)
b. blessand multiply (6:14) c. Jesus (6:20)
“Washings’ must refer to old covenant teachings; therefore, al do.
a Thegrammatical form and relationship for this verb are the same as for the other
steps.
b. torenew them again unto repentance (6:6)
c. professing Christians who abandon Christ to return to Judaism
d. Judas
7. Heswore by Himself to bless and multiply Abraham.

o o

Unit 3
Lesson 8
1. Melchizedek gave Abraham bread and wine—and blessed him.
Abraham gave Melchizedek tithes from all the goods he had taken from the kings.
2. a You probably noticed these:
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e.

He was both king and priest at the same time.

He was king of righteousness and king of peace.

He was priest without consideration of parents nor succeeded by others.

He received tithes from Abraham and blessed him, thus showing his superiority to
Abraham. At that time Levi wasin Abraham; therefore, Levi also paid tithesto
Melchizedek as superior.

It has been changed (v. 12) to alaw that makes men perfect and permits access to
God (vv. 18-19).

He swore on oath when He made Jesus priest.

He can save us to the uttermost (completely) by interceding for us (v. 25).

3 e. (You do only if you have the Lord Jesus.)

on the right hand of God’ s throne in heaven

to give an example and shadow of heavenly things

mediate a better covenant

God puts His laws into minds and hearts (v. 10), resulting in their being His people
and all knowing Him (vv. 10-11), all based on forgiveness of their sins (v. 12).
the place where He ministers (heaven) and the covenant He ministers (the new
covenant)

5. because he was of the same priestly order as Jesus

6. a

b.

by showing that Melchizedek was greater than Abraham and therefore greater than
Levi, forefather of Aaron and all Aaronic priests
It never ends.

7. () God puts Hislawsinto men’s minds and hearts.
(b) All know God.
(c) God remembers men’s sins no more.

8. a

b.
Lesson 9
1. a

whn
Qo

b.
d

e.

ok

a
b.

(2) It isthe covenant the Lord Jesus put into effect with His death.

(2) It isthe covenant the Lord now ministers from heaven.

(3) It isthe covenant that Paul—and all the apostles—served.

(4) Hebrews 10 shows that the Jeremiah passage is a witness by the Holy Spirit to us.
Is God putting His laws into your mind and heart?

the fact that though the priests could go into the holy place, only the high priest could
go into the holiest place, and then only once a year and only with sacrificial blood
because they were al “external” (affecting only the body)

the new covenant b. “blood of the covenant”

the conscience and heavenly things

NOTE: This means that the new covenant is universal rather than just earthly.

the new covenant c. only once

. save those who look for Him

It cleanses the conscience (11-14), dedicates the new covenant (15-24), and never
needs repeating (25-28).

because they were external and could not purify man’s conscience (9:9)

in order for them to receive their promised eternal inheritance
forgave them for their transgressions under the first covenant

ANSWERS 82 Hebrews



6.
7.

The Lord’ s Supper celebrates Messiah’ s inaugurating the new covenant.
You do if you are under the new covenant.

Lesson 10

1.

Unit 4

a. beashadow of good things to come, remind of sins
b. They would have ceased to be offered. (v. 2)
c. that Messiah would not come to continue with the sacrifices prescribed by the law but
to accomplish God' s will
d. because with His one offering He has made us perfect (that is, completely acceptable
to God)
e. because our sins are forgiven and He remembers them no more
a. (1) the new way Jesus has opened—that is, His flesh (body)
(2) our new High Priest (vv. 20-21)
b. (Memorize the wordsthat are capitalized.)
Let usDRAW NEAR WITH atrue heart in full assurance of FAITH. (v. 22)
Let usHOLD FAST THE PROFESSION OF our HOPE. (v. 23)
Let us consider one another to PROVOKE UNTO LOVE and to good works. (v. 24)
a. Perhapsyou caled it the danger of drawing back or despising. Learn this: “the
danger of despising.”
b. Here are some of the other similarities you might have seen. Each warning
(1) saysthat thereis no hope for the sinner in view (6:4,6; 10:26-27)
(2) saysthat the danger demands patience (6:11-12; 10:36)
(3) saysthat God's promise sustains us (6:12-21; 10:36)
(4) saysthat thosein danger have known the truth (6:4; 10:26)
(5) saysthat the punishment isjudgment and fire (6:8; 10:27)
(6) reminds the readers of their earlier acts of faith (6:10; 10:32-34)
If you answered yes, your basis should be the same as the one in Hebrews 10. You
should have (a) the new and living way through the vell, that is, through the sacrificed
body of Jesus, and (b) a great priest, Jesus.
Perhaps you indicated definite times in which you will pray and someone you will
stimulate to love.
Here are possible ways to summarize the arguments. Memorize the five that are written
in capital letters.
(8) ThereisNO FORGIVENESS FOR THIS SIN.
(b) FIREISTO PUNISH THIS SIN.
(c) THE BACKGROUND IN DEUTERONOMY IS APOSTASY.
(d) THE DESCRIPTIONSIN VERSE 29 FIT THE LOST.
(e) The “severer punishment” isworse than death.
(f) VERSES 30-31 SHOW GOD’S FINAL JUDGMENT.
(g) Chapters 5-10 contrast salvation in Christ to imperfection in the old covenant.

Lesson 11

2.

It says that faith is the substance (assurance) of things hoped for and the evidence of
things not seen.
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3. Learnwho did or experienced each of the following.

Abel offered (a better sacrifice), yet speaks.

Enoch was taken alive to heaven.

Noah prepared an ark.

Abraham went out (from his homeland), lived as an alien, offered (his son).

Sarah received strength to have a son.

| saac blessed Jacob and Esau.

Jacob blessed Joseph’ s sons.

Joseph made mention of Isragl’ s departing (the Exodus), gave commandment concerning
his bones.

Moses was hidden, refused to be called (the son of Pharaoh’ s daughter), forsook Egypt,
kept the Passover.

Rahab perished not.

4. a. Inverses8-9they were promised the land; in verses 10 and 14-16 they looked for the
heavenly city and country. (The land will become the heavenly country when the
heavenly city becomesits capital in the future kingdom.)

b. the onethat has foundations and that God has built and made (v. 10; thisisthe
heavenly Jerusalem of 12:22)

5. a that these people obtained a good report (from God) through faith

b. God has prepared something better for us (to do by faith) before they can be

perfected.

a3 b6 c4 dl e?2

a6 bl c4 d3 eb

al b6 c3 d4 e?2

It involves the unseen and includes conviction.

Faith gains God' s approval.

(&) Abraham had to leave his country and go to another.

(b) Itiscalled the “land of promise.”

(c) The heavenly city isrelated to that land.

(d) Joseph wanted his bones moved there.
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Lesson 12
2. a Sinceaweight isheavy, you probably said: A weight is anything that takes alot of
time and effort that could be used in better ways.
b. keeping His eyes on the joy set before Him
c. Lay aside every weight or sin (that holds us back).
Look at Jesus (who has aready finished the race).
3. a love (v.6) b. He makes us partake of His holiness. (v. 10)
sexually immoral and godless d. You should let it train you.
4. a. Perhapsyou called this the danger of defying or refusing or deserting. Learn this one:
“the danger of denying.”

b. Mt. Sion (now spelled Zion), the heavenly Jerusalem, innumerable angels, the church
of the firstborn, God the Judge, the spirits of just men made perfect, Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant, the blood of sprinkling

c. “Theblood of sprinkling” offers pardon, whereas Abel’ s blood cries for vengeance.

o
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d. shake earth and heaven, to remove what is not permanent
e. thekingdom that cannot be shaken
f. Mount Sinai, where He gave the first covenant, and the heavenly Mount Zion, where
He has given the new covenant
5. practical sanctification, that is, the holiness that is the result of discipline
6. They will be on earth as the center and capital of that kingdom.
7. that there will be afinal shaking to remove all temporary things and leave only the
unshakable kingdom
8. You probably said: to inherit the eternal kingdom.

Lesson 13

1. Some of the other exhortations you might have listed are:
Don't forget to show hospitality. (v. 2)
Remember and go to help those who are in prison. (v. 3)
Keep marriage sacred and pure. (v. 4)
Don’'t aways think you need what other people have. (v.5)
Remember the good example and teachings of your former pastors. (v. 7)
Establish yourself with God’ s grace, not with legalistic rules. (v. 9)
Be willing to suffer reproach with Jesus. (v. 13)
Offer praise as sacrificeto God. (v. 15)
Help others as sacrifice to God. (v. 16)
Obey your present pastors. (v. 17)

2. a Sinceverse 7 speaks of the message and conduct of the former pastors, verse 8
presents Jesus probably as the theme of that message and the standard for that
conduct.

b. Probably you decided that our altar is the cross of Messiah outside the system of
Judaism. We partake of Him spiritualy.
praising God, doing good, sharing with others
They watch for our souls (make sure we are al right spiritually).
3. a Didyou notice the following?
He wants to be restored to them (which means he has been with them previously). (v.
19)
“They of Italy” are with him and send greetings. (v. 24)
Timothy has been in prison and is now free. (v. 23)
He hopes Timothy will come soon and the two of them go visit the Hebrews. (v. 23)
b. that great shepherd of the sheep c. the new covenant
6. a Hebrews1l
b. thedangers of drifting (ch. 2), disbelief (ch. 3), degeneration (chs. 5-6), despising (ch.
10), and denying (ch. 12)
c. 34,510
d 1.ch.13 2.ch.11 3.ch.12

oo
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